
 

 



Why Planning is important 
 
Planning is the impetus behind the National Register of 

Historic Places: 
 

 The National Register of Historic Places is the Nation's 
official list of cultural resources worthy of 
preservation. Authorized under the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, the National Register is part 
of a national program to coordinate and support 
public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and 
protect our historic and archeological resources. 
Properties listed in the Register include districts, 
sites, buildings, structures, and objects that are 
significant in American history, architecture, 
archeology, engineering, and culture. 

 



 
   Planning is an integral part of local and state 

government decision-making and is often 
required by state and/or local law, i.e., 
Growth Management or Smart Growth laws 
and comprehensive plans. 

 
 Depending on your jurisdiction, preservation 

may or may not be a “required” element of a 
comprehensive plan. 



Statement of Goals 
Historic Character 
Past Preservation 

Efforts 
Survey & Inventory 
Legal Basis 

Coordination with 
Zoning, Land Use 
and Growth 
Management 

Public Sector 
Responsibilities 

 Incentives 
Education 
Future Action 

 





Goals should be future-oriented 
Goals should be comprehensive 
Goals should policy-oriented and able to be 

revised, if necessary 
Goals should be integrated with other 

disciplines 





 
 

Describe existing resources and history 
What is special about your community? 
Why preserve? 





 
 

What factors led to the adopting the 
preservation ordinance? Or not. 

 Successful and unsuccessful preservation 
efforts 

 





One of the most important elements of a 
plan 

National Register Bulletin No. 24:  
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications
/bulletins/pdfs/nrb24.pdf 

 Principles of survey & inventory 
 Planning and background research 
 Field survey (reconnaissance, windshield survey) 
 Organization and presentation of survey data 
 Inventory – data on properties identified as 

significant 
 Evaluation of inventory properties  
 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/pdfs/nrb24.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/pdfs/nrb24.pdf


Who conducts the survey 
 Professionals 
 Volunteers 

 Involving the public 
 Letters or notice to potential property owners 
 Community meetings, newspapers or blogs 

 Sharing results 
 Through the media 
 Publication or database 
 Integration with other City agencies 

 
 
 



Outcomes 
 
Districts 
 Individual Landmarks 
 Endangered properties 
 Styles and/or property types 
 Local ordinance to identify, evaluate and 

protect historic resources 
 







 
 

 State Enabling Legislation 
 Existing Ordinances 
 Relationship to Comprehensive Plan – 

required or optional? 



 
 Relationship to environmental policies 
 Relationship to other comprehensive plan 

goals and opportunity to integrate 
preservation 

 Relationship to zoning and role of 
preservation commission 
 Variances 
 Special Exceptions 

 

 



 
 

 City (or County) owned properties 
 Public Improvements  
 Transportation 
Housing 
 Economic Development - Tourism 

 





 
 State income tax credits 
 Local property tax programs 
 Zoning and building code incentives 
 Community Development Block Grant funding 
 Section 106 Mitigation funds 
 Private funding – foundations, non-profits 
 State and local appropriations 

 
 





 
 Preservation Week 
Walking tours, workshops and lectures 
 Community newsletters and blogs 
 Award Ceremonies  
 Plaque programs 
 School programs 
 Visitors and Convention Bureau 
 Realtors and Chambers of Commerce 
 

 
 





 
 

 
Have a plan with a timetable, action items, 

partners and budget  
 
 Set specific and achievable goals 
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