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HISTORIC REGISTER APPLICATION 

This application is to be accompanied by six completed copies of Puyallup’s “Nomination for 
Inclusion in the Puyallup Register of Historic Places” application. 

(Office Use Only) 

CASE NO.:  DATE SUBMITTED: 

STAFF ASSIGNED: 

1. APPLICANT:

1.1 Name: 

1.2. Agency Name (if applicable): 

1.3. Mailing Address: 

1.4 Phone (Day Number): 

2. OWNER:

2.1 Name: 

2.2. Mailing Address: 

2.3 Phone (Day Number): 

3. LOCATION:

3.1. Assessor's Parcel No.: 

3.2. Property Address: 

4. CERTIFICATION:

I hereby state that I am the applicant listed above, and certify that all information contained
above and in exhibits attached hereto is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief
and is submitted for consideration by the City of Puyallup, pursuant to the provision of the
Puyallup Municipal Code.  It is understood that the processing of this application may require
additional supporting evidence, data or statements.

RIGHT OF ENTRY:  By signing this application the applicant grants unto the City and its agents
the right to enter upon the premises for purpose of conducting all necessary inspection to
determine compliance with applicable laws, codes, and regulations during the processing of this
application.

Emily Reed and Alana Vidmar
Stantec

512-831-6204
8401 Shoal Creek Boulevard, Suite 100, Austin, TX 78757

7940400040 and 7940400030

113 W. Stewart Avenue, Puyallup, WA 98371

West Stewart Properties LLC, c/o Arla Gustafson
113 W. Stewart Avenue, Puyallup, WA 98371 

(253) 845-1735
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PAYMENT OF FEES:  By signing this application, the applicant agrees to pay whatever fees 
are incurred by Puyallup in the processing of this application, including any accompanying 
application for special tax valuation for the same property.  These fees will be levied prior to the 
completion of processing this application or that for the special valuation request. 

INDEMNIFICATION:  By signing this application, the applicant agrees to indemnify and hold 
harmless the City and its officers, agents, and employees or any of them from any and all 
claims, actions, suits, liability, loss, costs, expenses, and damages of any nature whatsoever, 
by reason or arising out of any negligent act or omission of the City, its officers, agents, and 
employees, or any of them, in processing this application or in the administration of the Historic 
Register Program. 

Applicant acknowledges that this process does not guarantee or assure a designation as a 
historic property, and that no cause of action is created and the applicant releases the City from 
all liability or claims.  No cause of action is against the City for its failure to process the 
application in a timely fashion, make a favorable recommendation on the application, or 
otherwise manage the process to the benefit of the applicant. 

Signature of Applicant: 

Date: 

Signature of Property Owner: 

Date: 

Signature of Agent: 

Date: 











Nominations to the Puyallup Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in P.M.C. 
21.22. Submittal of a nomination form does not obligate the city to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to 
a property owner. Documents submitted become public record. Additional requirements may be imposed by other city, state or federal 
regulations.
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The eastern half of the building also had a variety of uses from construction through the early twentieth century. The first floor
was originally a furniture store (Sanborn Map Company 1890). By 1894 until at least 1909, it was a storeroom (Sanborn Map
Company 1894, 1900, 1909). In the 1920s and early 1930s, there was a blacksmith shop, a barbershop, and S. Clark’s Furniture
and Hardware Store which closed in 1932 (Tacoma Sunday Ledger 1920: B-8, 1923: 17, 1932: 2-D). In the 1940s, George
Rohrer had a secondhand store in the building that he closed during World War II while serving the country but reopened after
the war (Tacoma News Tribune 1945: 7). The second story was a meeting hall from 1890 until at least 1942 (Sanborn Map
Company 1890, 1891, 1894, 1900, 1909, 1912, 1927, 1942). The Knights of Pythias and the Puyallup Tribe of the Improved
Order of the Redmen were among the organizations that used the space (Tacoma Daily Ledger 1933: 3, 1933: 7; Tacoma News
Tribune 1938: 2).

Newell Hunt was the subject property’s longest owner and occupant. He purchased the eastern half of the building in 1946
where he opened the Newell Hunt Furniture store on May 22, 1947 (Puyallup Main Street Association 2023; Puyallup Valley
Tribune 1947: 1). Hunt was born in Colorado and moved to Puyallup early in his life. Prior to opening his own store, he worked
in the furniture industry with the Puyallup Furniture Company and was president of the Puyallup Merchants’ Trade Bureau
(Tacoma News Tribune 1929: 2, 1932: 10). He later bought the western half of the building and extended his business into both
spaces. The Hunt family operated Newell Hunt Furniture until 2004 at which time the business was sold to the current owner. It
continues to operate as Newell Hunt Furniture today.

Statement of Significance

The building at 113 W. Stewart Avenue is significant as a good early example of brick commercial block architecture in Puyallup.
It was one of the first commercial buildings constructed of brick in the city, and even pre-dates the September 1890 fire that
required future buildings to be constructed of brick or other fire-resistant materials (BOLA 2007: 30). The building retains the
identifiable elements of the two-part commercial block building type. The building has a narrow street frontage to facilitate foot
traffic in the commercial zone. Its primary façade has a horizontal division into two distinct zones, communicating the difference
of use of the first floor and second floor. Additionally, the decoration of the façade is identifiable yet restrained (Longstreth 2000:
24, 39).

The building has elements of the Italian Renaissance Revival style in its rectangular plan, symmetrical façade, strong division of
floors communicated through a string course, pilasters, central round-topped window made up of two lights under one arch, and
the flat roof hidden by a cornice (Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation [DAHP] 2023). The building
is an early example of the Italian Renaissance Revival style in Washington State. The style was used in the United States as
early as the late 1880s but was generally used in Washington from 1910–1930 (DAHP 2023; McAlester 2013: 498).

Character-defining features of the building include:
- A strong horizontal division on the façade
- Restrained decoration
- A rectangular plan
- A symmetrical façade
- Pilasters
- Modillions
- A central round-topped window made up of two lights under one arch
- A flat roof hidden by a cornice

The building’s façade modifications have changed the public-facing appearance of the building; however, it retains sufficient
integrity from its historic period to convey its significance. The storefront modifications are consistent with nationwide trends
whereby building owners attempted to upgrade their properties to counteract new automobile-oriented development pulling
shoppers away from historical downtowns. Today, these modifications help illustrate how twentieth century commercial and
developmental demands resulted in an architectural evolution of early commercial block buildings. The subject property’s
storefront modifications are sensitive to the original design and recent work has restored some of the building’s original
character-defining features. For these reasons, the building has sufficient integrity to convey its architectural significance. It is
recommended eligible for the Puyallup Register of Historic Places under Puyallup Municipal Code Chapter 21.22.025(1)(d)(ii)
within the architecture area of significance.
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Data Sources:
Stantec (2023), Puyallup (2022)

Aerial Source: Washington State (2009)
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Photograph 1. South-facing primary façade of the Newell Hunt Building, facing north (Stantec 2023). 

Photograph 2. Primary façade of the Newell Hunt Building, facing northwest (Stantec 2023). 



 
Photograph 3. Primary façade of the Newell Hunt Building, facing east (Stantec 2023). 

 

 
Photograph 4. Decorative Italian Renaissance Revival elements on the primary façade of the Newell Hunt Building 

(Stantec 2023).  
 



 
Photograph 5. Rear façade of the Newell Hunt Building, facing southeast (Stantec 2023).  

 

 
Photograph 6. The Ball Building c. 1907, facing northeast. The Newell Hunt Furniture store occupies the portion of 

the building at right (Puyallup Mainstreet Association 2023).  
 



 
Photograph 7. Newell Hunt Furniture Store c. 1947, facing north (Courtesy of Arla Gustafson). 

 

 
Photograph 8. Newell Hunt Furniture store in 2007, facing northeast (Fürész 2007).  



    

 

 

 

 

  

Figures 1-4. Sanborn Maps of the building in 1890 (top left), 1891 (top right), 1894 (bottom left), and 1900 (bottom right) 
(Sanborn Map Company 1890, 1891, 1894, 1900). 



Figures 5-8. Sanborn Maps of the building in 1909 (top left), 1912 (top right), 1927 (bottom left), and 1942 (bottom right) 
(Sanborn Map Company 1909, 1912, 1927, 1942). 



Figure 9 (above). Article describing Harry Ball planning the Ball 
Building (Daily Ledger 1889: 3). 

Figure 10 (right). Description of the Ball Building near 
completion (Daily Ledger 1890: 6).  
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