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*Numbers are estimates and vary throughout several sources. FamilySearch.org
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The Black American
Experience in Pasco, WA
MPD




The Black American
Experience In
Pasco, Washington

|. Making the “Mississippi of the North”: WWII and the Advent of the
Segregated Tri-Cities and its Black Community, ca. 1940-45

lI. The Tri-Cities’ Black American Community in Postwar Pasco, 1940s-70s

l1l. Civil Rights, Integration, and the Changing Racial Landscape of the Tri-Cities,
1940s-70s
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Future Kurtzman
Park location

Aerial photo of Pasco, 1948, with labels (City of Pasco Planning Dept. files)
[“Future City Hall” was at this time Pasco High School, and “Old Pasco City Hall" was Pasco City Hall]







Associlated Property Types

Social, Cultural, and Religious Institutions
Commercial and Economic Resources
Residential Resources

Racism and Civil Rights Resources
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Kurtzman
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Site Plan
Kurtzman Park
Pasco, WA
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'Cooperation’ Is Forecast
At Pasco Park Dedication

Five years of work culumi-
nated yesterday at the dedica-
tion of the Kurtzman Park Youth
Center in East Pasco

The concrete - block building,
built with volunteer labor and
supplies, will be operated by
the Lower Columbia Basin
YMCA during school months
and by the Pasco Park Depart-
ment during the summer

GIL LLOYD, WORK-RELIEF

program supervisior for the De-
partment of Public Assistance,
called the building the beginning
of a new era of cooperation
between the people of east Pas-
co and the rest of the Tri-Cities.

“It takes well-meaning people
at least a decade to learn you
don't do things for people or
to people but with people,”
Lloyd said.

“Kurtzman Park Youth Cen-
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The Columbians performed at the dedication of
the Kurtzman Park Youth Center in east Pasco

yvesterday afternoon.

The center,

five years in

planning and building, beasts a fireplace, meet-
ing room, kitchen and library. Gil Lloyd, work-

Tri-City Herald, September 28, 1964
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ter is more than a building.

Is is a program of action. It is
a grand opportunity for East
Pasco to show the rest of our
state how a community can pull
itself up by its own bootstraps.”

Randall Brown, YMCA repre-
sentative, pointed out that the
center will be the third YMCA
building in the Tri-Cities. Some
of the services offered include a
day nursery, tutoring program,
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library extension, group activi-
lies, sports programs, programs
and courses for adults and pro-
vide a room for special events,
concerts and speakers.

MRS. RISHARD ROBINSON
will be part-time program direct-
or.

The Columbians  provided
drum and bugle music at the
beginning of the program

relief program supervisor for the Department
of Public Assistance, warned that it doesn't take
much responsibility to criticize a segment of a
community but it will be a struggle for the people
to work together with understanding.
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Cookies in the Park

Tri-City Herald,
April 30, 1970













. Robert Orange,
Tri-City President of Young
Herald, Adult Action
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1957 original building
2004 addition
2010 additions

Denny Middle School

3“'

Chief Sealth High School

Building Alterations & Additions
Note also showing locafion of Denny Midadle Schoo!
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