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In the beginning… 

Charleston, 
South Carolina 



National Historic Preservation Act  
1966 

• Historic Preservation Fund 
• State/Tribal Historic Preservation Offices 
• National Register of Historic Places 
• Section 106 
• Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

 
 

 



What is a Certified Local Government? 

 1980 amendment to NHPA 
 Partnership between the SHPO, National Park 

Service, and local governments 
 Framework for a city/county preservation program 

and funding stream 
 Mechanism for preserving sense of place  

 



Benefits! 
 GRANT FUNDING! 
 Your community becomes a partner in the 

national/state historic preservation program 
network 

 Access to training & technical assistance from the 
State Historic Preservation Office 

 Participation in the nomination of local properties 
to the National Register of Historic Places 
 



The 
benefits 
are up 
to you! 



 
What are places that matter? 
 
Are they buildings? Are they landscapes? Are they cultural 
traditions? Are they legacy businesses? 
 
Why preserve them? How to preserve them? What are the 
goals? 

 

Planning for Preservation 



Preservation Planning 

Identify 

Register 

Educate 

Regulate 



The Ordinance 

 A landmarks/preservation commission 
 A local register listing process 
 Design review process 
 Special valuation – highly recommended 



Maintain an 
active 
commission 
 

Build 
relationships 
with elected 
officials and 
community 
members 



Identify = Survey 
 Survey & Inventory  
 Find significant properties ahead of time – before 

they are threatened –  
 Find places where new development would be 

preferred  - find other options before they find you 
 



Inventory of Historic Properties 



 Register 



Integrity  

1. Design 
2. Materials 
3. Location 
4. Feeling 
5. Association 
6. Setting 
7. Workmanship 



Regulate = Design Review 

 Review of projects affecting local register properties 
 Mechanism for preserving sense of place 

 
 



Local Incentive - Special Valuation 

 Property tax incentive for rehabilitation 
 Adopted in local ordinance 
 Review board created to process the applications 
 CLG status required to apply SV to local register 

properties 
 Can be used for commercial and residential 
 Project must meet WACHP Standards 

 
 



Special Tax Valuation 

Building Assessed Value = $200,000 

25% = $50,000 (minimum) 

Actual amount spent on rehab = $150,000 

Building reassessed on normal schedule = 
$225,000 

Subtract “special valuation” of $150,000 

Taxed on = $75,000 



Grants! 

 10% mandated pass-through of the Historic 
Preservation Fund 

 
 Grant may be used for: 
 Education/Training the community 
 Preservation Planning 
 Heritage Tourism planning 
 Historic Structure Reports/Architectural assessments 
 Mobile App/website 

 

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
JANUARY 2020 



CLG Grant Project 



CLG Grant Project 



CLG Grant Project 



CLG Grant Project 
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