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New Wisaard 

• Coming very very soon 

• Total code rewrite and front end redesign 

• Line drawing capability 

• Drag and drop photos 

• We will do webinars 

• Lots of problems solved 

 

 



 



 



 



 



What & Why HPI? 

Why?  Documentation, Preservation Planning, 

Regulatory Compliance 

Who?  Professional consultants, federal/state 
agencies, CLGs/Local governments, Public, DAHP 
staff 

What? Washington State Inventory of Architectural  
Records 

 



Instructions/Guidelines 

https://dahp.wa.gov/project-
review/washington-state-standards-for-cultural-
resource-reporting 

 

https://dahp.wa.gov/project-review/wisaard-
system 
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Reconnaissance    vs.   Intensive 

• Minimal background 
research 

• Two photos 

• Brief statement of 
significance based on 
known or readily 
available information 

• Intensive 
Research/Primary 
sources 

• More photos/historic 

• Plans 

• Sketch plan 

• Well argued statement 
of significance 



Qualifications 



HPI Rules to Live By 

• The absence of information is better than 
wrong information 

• No piece of data needs to be entered twice 

• Name every resource 

• One building/structure = One Form 

• Only Information relevant to the subject of 
the form on the form 

• Search before creating new HPI  



One Resource = One Form 

• One name 

• One point/line 

• One set of 
characteristics 

• One determination of 
eligibility 



One Resource = One Form 

 



Name 

• Historic Name or generic  

• No acronyms 

• No arbitrary numbers 

• Complexes – use name of 
complex and name of 
building 

• Common name, if 
applicable, should be 
different 

Say my 
NAME! Say 
my NAME 





NEW! Recording Linear Alignments 

• New Wisaard will have line mapping 

• Determine status – if active, line is probably 
intact; if abandoned, line may not be intact  

• Location and Design = Integrity  

• Repetitive features = Don’t record separately 

• Draw the entire feature, no arbitrary segments 

 

 



Railroad 

 



Irrigation 

 



Transmission Lines 

• Main Lines, 50 years or older and come from a 
main power station 

• Most BPA resources are recorded – see 
Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) Pacific 
Northwest Transmission System MPD for 
context info 

• Don’t record towers/poles separately 



HPI Data Fields 

• Geographic areas – auto generated 

• Property Type – Building, structure, site, 
object (no districts) 

• Construction Dates – exact dates if known. Or 
use Circa 

• Historic/Current Use 

• Architect/Engineer/Builder 

• Historic Context   

 



HPI Data Fields 

• Number of stories 

• Field Site Number, for compiler use 

• Field Recorder, individual name 

• Inventory level 

• Changes to Structure = quick building integrity 

 

 



Photos 

• Individual JPEG 

• Take photos in landscape 

• 1280 x 960 at 72 dpi. This is about a .5 
MB photo that fills a computer screen 

• Resize/rotate photos before uploading 

• They will upload in the order that you 
select them 

• Label them/change the names 

• PDFs of plans ok – jpeg if you want 
them to print 

• Front and oblique 

 

 

 



Characteristics 

1. If you don’t know, 
leave it blank 

2. Select the most 
specific 

3. If it is blank or wrong, 
we will fill it in  

Garbage in 
Garbage 

Out! 



Styles 



Registers 

• NR/WHR listed properties have the info here – 
read only 

• District/Thematic associations are fairly 
reliable, but not comprehensive 

• Local Register data is not maintained by DAHP, 
only by CLGs – for local register questions 
contact the locals 



Physical Description 

• Describe the building, 
especially the parts that 
can’t be seen in the 
photos 

 

 



Statement of Significance 

• Depends on the goal of the 
survey project 

Is it 
regulatory? 



Questions 

 


