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Section (5) "Heritage Barn" means any large agricultural
outbuilding used to house animals, crops, or farm equipment,
that is over fifty years old and has been determined by the
department to:
(a) Be eligible for listing on the Washington Heritage Register or
the National Register of Historic Places; or (b) have been listed
on a local historic register and approved by the advisory council.

In addition to barns, "heritage barn" includes agricultural
resources such as milk houses, sheds, silos, or other
outbuildings, that are historically associated with the working
life of the farm or ranch, if these outbuildings are on the same
property as a heritage barn.

Definition of Heritage Barn
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Heritage Barn Registration Form Pg 1 of 2
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Heritage Barn Registration Form Pg 2 of 2
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The Criteria

for listing on the
Washington Heritage Barn
Register

Historical Significance and Integrity
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Not Defined by Legislative Action
Sec 3. Subsection (4a)

Based on National Register Criteria & Integrity
• Association with events that have made a

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history

• Associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

• Properties that embody the
distinctive characteristics of
a type, period, or method
of construction.
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The qualities of Integrity

• Location
• Design
• Setting
• Materials
• Workmanship
• Feeling
• Association

Period of Significance & Alterations
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Condition not a factor

The ability
of a property
to convey its
significance

Changes
over time 
can become
significant in
their own
right

Define essential physical features that
must be present

Determine which are visible

Compare with similar properties

Determine, based on significance, which
aspects of integrity are vital

The qualities of Integrity
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Review Meetings Four times a year
January, April, July, October

Staff Presentation of Heritage Barns
History, Integrity, Eligibility

ACHP Listing

Review Process by ACHP
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Designated Barn Structures
State and NR Listings to Date

Analysis: Since 1966 only 28 listings containing
barn structures.  Three thematic studies.
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Analysis: No coverage/listings in important
agricultural areas of the state. Greatly undervalued
and under studied resource type.

Geographic Distribution
State and NR Listings with Agriculture/Subsistence

as Historic Function
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Agricultural/Subsistence
Historic Property Inventory Database

ACTION PLAN: Conduct
targeted inventory of resource
type.  Encourage listings of
agriculture properties to
historic register.

Analysis: Appears as VERY under surveyed
resource type. However, complete data
evaluation unclear due to lack of information for
30,000+ legacy records.

311 resources with Agriculture/Subsistence as Historic Use
212 resources with Agriculture/Subsistence as Current Use

Total listings in database 45,032
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DAHP Web Site www.dahp.wa.gov
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Promote Public Awareness
2007 National Historic
Preservation Month Poster
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