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Introduction

At the request of, and under contract (No. 4-94-79N-001) with, the Office of Archaeology
and Historic Preservation (OAHP), Department of Community, Trade and Economic
Development, Olympia, Archaeological and Historical Services (AHS), Eastern Washington
University, Cheney, undertook a study of historic properties associated with transportation in
Washington State. The Washington State Department of Transportation had earlier made
available to OAHP funds from the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA)
for a transportation-related study. AHS, in turn, contracted with Florence K. Lentz, Cultural
Resource Consulting, Ellensburg, to assist in the effort, which soon took on the refreshing
acronym of its ultimate funding source, the "ISTEA project.” Hence the reference to ISTEA
on graphics and text in this report, and on the forms documenting the results of the inventory
completed for this study and submitted to OAHP.

Beginning in January 1994, AHS Program Director Craig Holstine and Mark Garris, an
historian with AHS, worked in conjunction with Ms. Lentz in developing the methodology
for carrying out the inventory portion of the project, which this report summarizes. In
consultation with OAHP personnel, Mr. Garris chose the highway corridors along which the
study was focused, and devised the sample survey of historic transportation-associated
properties, the other phase of the ISTEA project (see Garris 1995). Although different in
purposes and methodologies, the two elements (inventory and survey) of the study were
conducted in tandem, along the same highway corridors. Mr. Garris and Ms. Lentz
participated in both the inventory and the survey, working independently in different
geographic sub-regions of the state. Later, other AHS personnel conducted follow-up visits
to inventoried properties, gathering additional information and taking photographs.

This report summarizes the inventory portion of the study. It also identifies the most
significant property types associated with automobile transportation in Washington State, and
provides contexts for their historic development. Although properties associated with other
modes of travel were inventoried, the focus of the study was on automobile transportation
and its attendant culture, as manifested in the built environment along the state’s major
roadways. A broader focus would inevitably have diluted the data base and diminished the
possibility of drawing conclusions about, and citing character-defining examples of,
significant property types associated with automobile transportation.

Inventory Methodology and Results

The guiding intent of the inventory component of this project has been to supplement the
existing Washington State Inventory of Cultural Resources with additional historic,
transportation-associated properties. For the project as a whole, the temporal scope ranged
from 1792 (the date of Euro-American arrival in the Pacific Northwest) to 1965. Inventory
was conducted along 24 segments of state-owned highway corridors, both historic and
current, in five geographic sub-regions of the state (Figures 1-6).
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Figure 3. Southwest sub-region and inventory corridors.
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Highway corridors were chosen within the geographic sub-regions for three primary reasons:
(1) Historical significance; (2) Representation of the pre-freeway state highway system; and, (3)
Presumed survival of targeted properties, that is those associated roadside commerce dating ca.
1900-1965. The following highway corridors are those along which the inventory occurred.
They are arranged within geographic sub-regions, by highway corridor designation number, the
current highway route number that approximates the historic routes, the highway route number
predating the interstate freeway system (ca. 1955), the highway’s historic name, and the distance
included in the present study:

Puget Sound (PS): King, Pierce, Snohomish and Thurston Counties

PS 1:
PS 2:
PS 3:
PS 4:

PS 5:

US 99; US 99 and State Highway 1; Pacific Highway; Everett to Olympia.
US 2; US 2 and State Highway 15; Everett to (not including) Stevens Pass.
1-90; US 10 and State Highway 2; Sunset Highway; Seattle to (not including)
Snoqualmie Pass.

State Route 410; US 410 and State Highway 5; National Park Highway;
Tacoma to Cayuse/Chinook Passes.

US 101; US 101 and State Highway 9; Olympic Highway; Olympia to
northwest Thurston County line.

Southwest Washington (SW): Clark and Cowlitz Counties

SW 1:

SW 2:

I-5; US 99 and State Highway 1; Pacific Highway; Vancouver to
Longview/Kelso.

State Route 14; US 830 and State Highway 8; North Bank Highway;
Vancouver to east Clark County line.

East Cascades (EC): Chelan, Kittitas, Okanogan and Yakima Counties

EC 1:
EC 2:

EC 3:
EC 4:
EC 5:
EC 6:

EC7:

US 2; US 2 and State Highway 15; Stevens Pass to Wenatchee.

1-90; US 10 and State Highways 2 and 7; Sunset Highway & North Central
Highway; Snoqualmie Pass to Vantage.

US 97; US 97 and State Highways 3, 2 and 10; Inland Empire Highway,
Sunset Highway & Chelan-Okanogan Highway; Okanogan to Toppenish.
State Route 410; US 410 and State Highway 5; National Park Highway;
Cayuse/Chinook Passes to Yakima.

US 12; State Highway 5; National Park Highway; White Pass to Junction with
State Route 410.

1-82; US 410 and State Highway 3; Inland Empire Highway; Yakima to east
Yakima County line.

State Route 20 and State Route 153; State Highway 16; Methow Valley
Highway and Cascade Wagon Road; Washington Pass to Okanogan and
Pateros.



Southeast Washington (SE): Benton, Franklin and Walla Walla Counties

SE 1: US 395; US 395 and State Highways 11 and 8; Central Washington Highway
and North Bank Highway; Plymouth to Connell.

SE 2: US 12; US 410 and State Highway 3; Inland Empire Highway; Pasco to
Waitsburg.

SE 3: State Route 240; Hanford Road; Richland to Hanford.

SE 4: I1-82; US 410 and State Highway 3; Inland Empire Highway; Kennewick to
west Benton County line.

Northeast Washington (NE): Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Lincoln and Spokane Counties

NE 1: 1-90, US 395, and State Route 904; US 10, US 395, and State Highways 3
and 11; Central Washington Highway & Inland Empire Highway; Cheney to
Deer Park.

NE 2: US 2; US 2 and State Highways 2 and 6; Sunset Highway; Waterville to
Spokane city center.

NE 3: US 195; US 195 and State Highway 3; Inland Empire Highway; North
Spokane County line to south Spokane County line.

NE 4: State Route 21; State Highway 4; Tonasket-San Poil Highway; Wilbur to
Danville.

NE 5: State Route 28; State Highway 7; North Central Highway; Quincy to
Davenport.

NE 6: 1-90 and State Route 290; US 10 and State Highways 2 and 2H; Sunset
Highway & Trent Road; Spokane to Idaho border.

In order to gain an understanding of the full extent and variety of the state’s transportation-
associated historic resources, efforts were made to record a substantial quantity of properties.
A total of 780 properties were inventoried, including updates of sites previously listed in the
State Inventory (Table 1 and Appendix 1).

Not every transportation-associated property located along these routes was inventoried.
Selected for recordation and inclusion in the inventory were properties representing a range of
types, ages, and conditions. Some inventoried properties, in the professional judgment of the
individual surveyor, would likely meet National Register criteria for individual listing, listing
within an historic district, or listing within a Multiple Property registration format. Normal
integrity standards were relaxed to a considerable degree to allow for consideration of structures
altered for continued transportation use within the historic period.

Each inventoried site was photographed, mapped, and briefly described on a standard
Washington State Historic Property Inventory form. OAHP required the forms to be produced
on Paradox database software, which required adjustment of spaces, margins, and columns, and
resulted in alteration of some fields on the form. As per the contract’s Scope of Work, Part V,
current property ownership information was not required for completion of the forms. When
niot known for certain, acreages and estimated construction dates of inventoried properties were
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stated as approximates (circa, or ca.). Property histories were obtained for some sites through
interviews with owners or business occupants, or through conversations with neighbors or
knowledgeable local historians. Further background was in some cases gleaned from secondary
sources on local history and from Sanborn Fire Insurance maps. Some properties were not
separately researched for significance, but were scrutinized in the overall analysis leading to the
development of historic context and definition of property types.

Table 1. Numbers of Properties Inventoried by Geographic Sub-Region.

HRighway Corridor/Highway Inventoried Highway Corridor/Highway Inventoried
Properties Properties
Puget Sound Geographic Sub-Region East Cascades Geographic Sub-Region
P51/99 254 EC1/2 21
Ps2/2 21 EC2/10 38
PS3/10 24 EC3/97 79
PS4/410 20 EC4/410 16
PS5/101 12 EC5/12 3
Total 331 I EC6/410 11
Southeast Geographic Sub-Region " EC7/20 6
SE1/395 29 Total 174
SE2/12 36 Northeast Geographic Sub-Region
SE3/240 r NE1/395 36
SE4/410 7 NE2/2 41
Total 74 NE3/195 23
Southwest Geographic Sub-Region NE4/21 11
SW1/99 35 NE5/28 19
SwW2/14 6 NE6/10 30 E
. Total 41 Total 160 F

| Project Total | — T 780 - ||

The inventory portion of this project, from the outset, has placed priority emphasis on properties
that catered to motorized vehicle use along state-owned highways between the years 1900 and
1945, with a secondary focus on the post-World War Two years through 1965. Of the 780
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properties inventoried, a total of 710 were, in fact, related to motorized road transportation,
while the remaining 70 properties were associated with other modes of transportation (air, water,
and non-motorized land travel). The project focus is further reflected in the approximate
construction dates of inventoried properties (Table 2 and Chart 1).

Given the intended and actual priority emphasis of the project, contextual research has centered
on the documentation of highway-related cultural resources and, more specifically, on the
evolution of roadside commercial architecture. The context statement for "Motorized Road
Vehicle Transport: Roadside Commerce, 1900-1965," set forth below, serves to augment
OAHP’s existing Transportation Study Unit (Harvey 1989).

Five broad categories of roadside commerce encompass most of the properties inventoried, and
provide a general functional framework for the organization of property types. The categories
are: Vehicle Dealerships, Automotive Service, Traveler Lodging, Highway Dining, and
Roadside Entertainment. Each category can be further subdivided into one or more property
types, given below, which were inventoried in-sufficient quantity (or for which sufficient
literature exists) to allow for an analysis of form. Photographs of each property type are
presented in Appendix 2.

Some highway-related commercial properties were recorded in insufficient quantity to allow for
any meaningful analysis of form. These include two bus depots, one auto factory, two car-
washes, and three parking garages. Literature pertaining to these property types is likely to be
relatively scarce and has not been scrutinized.

Facilities belonging to the Washington State Department of Transportation were inventoried in
some locations, but are likewise not included in this context statement. As a group, these
resources relate more closely to infrastructure than to highway commerce, yet their quantity and
quality clearly suggest the need for thorough documentation in the near future.

Numerous transportation-related facilities and objects were excluded from the ISTEA project
inventory: elements of the transportation infrastructure, such as bridges, tunnels, modern
roadways, railroad grades, and airport runways; commemorative structures, objects, and
facilities, such as memorials, museums, theme parks and interpretive exhibits; movable objects,
such as wheeled and tracked vehicles, and water craft, except boats used to ferry automobiles;
fabrication plants; recreation resorts; moved properties; properties associated with persons
significant in transportation history, except those properties directly serving transportation; and
properties associated with postal or parcel express operations; and properties already listed on
the Washington State or National Registers of Historic Places.

Properties associated with transportation included in the Washington State Inventory of Cultural
Resources prior to the present project were inventoried where they occurred within the selected
study corridors. For reinventoried properties, an "R" has been added to the field site numbers
(for example, SE2-21R) on the inventory cards and in the list of properties inventoried in
Appendix 1. Original inventory data obtained for previously inventoried properties has been
attached to the updated forms. Some previously recorded sites were not reinventoried: several
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Table 2. Construction Circa Dates of Inventoried Properties by Sub-Region.

Northeast

Southeast

Date Puget East Southwest Total Percent
Sound Cascade

1855 1 0 0 0 0 1 128
1860 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1865 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1870 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1875 0 0 0 1 0 1 128
1880 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1885 0 1 0 1 0 2 .256
1890 2 0 0 0 0 2 .256
1895 1 0 0 2 0 3 385
1900 6 5 1 0 0 12 1.538
1905 0 2 1 0 1 4 513
1910 9 7 6 5 1 28 3.5%0
1915 4 6 ] 1 1 17 2.179
1920 28 10 16 3 2 59 7.564
1925 24 18 6 3 5 56 7.179
1930 17 18 14 2 3 54 6.923
1935 25 20 21 3 5 74 9.487
1940 51 27 15 20 4 117 15
1945 50 15 27 12 8 112 14.359
1950 46 21 13 13 5 98 12.564
1955 43 9 23 5 4 84 10.769
1960 21 11 10 3 2 47 6.026
1965 3 4 2 0 0 9 1.154
Total 3 174 160 74 41 780 100%
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could not be found due to inadequate locational information provided on inventory forms; some
may have been extant but unrecognizable due to extensive alteration; and others have been
demolished. AHS personnel conducting follow-up visits discovered a few properties included
in the present inventory were being demolished or had already been razed. That information
appears on the inventory forms submitted to OAHP.

Historic Context

Motorized Road Vehicle Transport:
Roadside Commerce, 1900-1965

The advent of gasoline-powered motorized vehicles revolutionized transportation in early
twentieth century America, as dramatically as did the railroad in the previous century. At
first an expensive toy for the wealthy, the motor car was soon made affordable to the
average family through the economy of mass-production. By 1910, the number of private
automobiles in the United States had grown to 458,000, by 1920 to 8 million, and by 1930
to 23 million (Jakle 1985:121). Within a few short decades, the automobile forever altered
the concept of travel, gave impetus to the development of a nationwide system of highways,
shaped the physical growth of cites and towns, and created a market for commerce of an
entirely new character. This transformation of the landscape by and for the automobile
continued unabated through 1965 and beyond.

Freedom to Travel

Americans found in car ownership an unimagined freedom. No longer bound by train
schedules and the linear routes of rail lines, people rediscovered the joy of complete freedom
of movement, now coupled with the exhilaration of speed. Auto touring became a popular
form of recreation, offering an athletic challenge, and a new form of sociability. The
difficulties of early motoring - break-downs, dust and mud, unmarked roads - created a
certain camaraderie among motorists and a democratic mode of interaction. Automobiling
also provided a more immediate, personal connection with the landscape. Exploring the
countryside on one’s own schedule, following one’s own chosen route, gave people access to
back regions never penetrated by rail. The automobile enabled many families, for the first
time, to vacation, to visit distant relatives, and to see America.

The popularity of passenger car travel increased during the depression decade of the 1930s.
In 1935, 85% of all vacation travel was by automobile, even though railroad travel was still
less expensive (Jakle 1985:169). World War Two restricted private travel through gas
rationing, and many commercial resorts and roadside services shut down for the duration.
But after 1945, auto sales soared and Americans once again took to the road. Travel for
pleasure, and local use of the automobile for Sunday drives and trips to the drive-in,
reflected and reinforced America’s love affair with the car. By 1960, 61 million automobiles
were registered in the United States, one car for every 2.3 people (Jakle 1985:121).
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Highway Development

Beginning in the 1910s, ever-increasing numbers of motorists demanded the improvement of
highways. The development of roads had stagnated during the heyday of the railroad, remaining
an early 19th century system of rural farm-to-market routes maintained by local governments.
Soon after the turn of the century, recreational motorists, together with auto makers, petroleum
companies, and the manufacturers of highway construction materials, became effective lobbyists
for good roads. Private highway associations sought to mark and slowly to improve
transcontinental routes, thereby promoting tourism, and educating the public as to the value of
a nationwide network of concrete, all-weather roads (Liebs 1985:16-18). The Lincoln Highway
was the earliest of these, and the Yellowstone Trail from Boston, Massachusetts to Seattle,
Washington, one of the most scenic. The Automobile Road Book for Western Washington for
1913 noted that the Pacific Highway had been officially "pathfound” the previous year by A.L.
Westgard, who marked the transcontinental route from New York to Seattle for the American
Automobile Association.

Road building first received the support of the federal government in 1916 with the passage of
the Federal Aid Road Act. In order to receive substantial matching funds for the improvement
of its rural roads, each state was required to establish a highway department. After World War
One, lawmakers recognized the strategic important of a nationwide, integrated system of trunk
highways, and the Federal Highway Act of 1921 made funds available to the states for the
development of primary state roads. Federal relief and recovery programs expended four billion
dollars on road improvements during the Great Depression years of the 1930s. By 1945, the
mileage of improved roads in America exceeded that of unimproved roads. In a continuing push
to construct a comprehensive, new system of transportation, the Highway Act of 1956
established an additional 41,000 mile network of divided, limited access interstate freeways and
turnpikes (Jakle 1985:125-127).

In the State of Washington, road building began years before the involvement of the federal
government. In 1905, the Washington Highway Department was established along with a State
Highway Fund. Moneys were apportioned to twelve key routes, some of which by 1913 had
been named as Primary State Roads. Well into the 1920s, primary roads were officially
designated and mapped by their popular names: Olympic Highway, Pacific Highway, Sunset
Highway, National Park Highway, Inland Empire Highway, Central Washington Highway,
Chelan and Okanogan Highway, Navy Yard Highway, North Bank Highway, Pend Oreille
Highway, and McClellan Pass Highway ( Department of Highways Maps 1920 and 1929).

By 1920, motor vehicle registration in Washington approached 187,000. Federal funds that
became available after World War One launched the Highway Department into its largest
construction program to date. In 1923, there was a complete revision and renumbering of state
highway routes, although most of the familiar, colorful names remained in use. Washington
boasted an extensive system of paved and "improved” (oiled or graveled) roads by 1927, and
in recognition of that fact raised the legal speed limit from 30 to 40 miles per hour. Federally-
subsidized highway construction continued apace throughout the state during the Depression.
Many unimproved roads in Eastern Washington were either paved or macadamized, and the
Department began to concern itself with roadside landscaping and the placement of historical
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markers. By 1938, mileage within the state highway system totaled just over 6000 miles.
Washington received over $32 million from the federal government in 1956 for the construction,
reconstruction, and improvement of the interstate highway system (Bruce 1960:10-18, 28).

Shaping the Landscape

Prior to widespread ownership of the automobile, America’s towns and cities focused inward
around a downtown with a central "Main Street" corridor. Main Street served as the business
hub of the community, a well-defined place for trade, for socializing, and for conducting civic
and institutional activity. No matter what the size and scale of the community, Main Street
shared common physical characteristics - buildings crowded together creating a wall of facades,
with lively pedestrian activity along blocks of shopfronts. Downtown railroad depots and freight
houses strengthened the symbolic and functional importance of Main Street. When automobiles
entered this environment, they shared the street with horses, wagons, buggies, and bicycles. In
larger cities, this created considerable confusion and led to the beginnings of municipal traffic
regulations (Liebs 1985:7-9).

During the years of rapid urbanization in the late nineteenth century, commercial streets radiated
out from downtown along horsecar and, later, electric trolley car lines. Beyond the congestion
and the dense development of Main Street, neighborhood businesses sprouted up, catering to the
residents of the new streetcar suburbs. These single story masonry buildings, or "taxpayers”,
were intended as an interim investment on land that would soon appreciate in value. Where the
street cars stopped, the automobile continued, pushing the fingers of development still further
beyond the outskirts of town. Taxpayer strips at first resembled Main Street in their site
planning - buildings adjoining one another with zero setback from the sidewalk - but by the mid-
1920s, they increasingly accommodated the automobile with setbacks for off-street parking
(Liebs 1985:10-12, 14),

In the second quarter of the century, through highways began to be re-routed around congested
business districts. New commercial enterprises grew up along these detours. Successive bypass
roads sometimes leapfrogged out from Main Street, leaving businesses stranded, until it was
possible for the passing motorist to entirely avoid contact with the community on a limited
access highway. In Washington, this double bypass phenomenon can be observed in a number
of towns and cities, among them Seattle and Kalama on the Interstate-5 corridor, Sunnyside and
Grandview along Interstate-82, and the town of Brewster on US 97.

After World War Two, automobile transportation shaped the physical evolution of cities and
towns in two ways. Suburban development filled in between existing commercial approach
strips, and what had originally served as the gateways to the city became busy shopping
corridors where suburban residents cruised for furniture, a new car, or a hamburger. The
"Miracle Mile" strip was entirely auto-oriented in its unplanned siting, with spacious parking
lots fronting the street, drive-in businesses, widely-spaced traffic lights, and no sidewalks. After
1956, the development of the four-lane interstate freeway system profoundly altered the
landscape as it sprawled across the countryside and sliced through the historic centers of
countless communities. Some nearby commercial strips suffered decline, but others prospered
as frontage roads. Commercial development at interchanges became the newest, most valuable
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location for highway commerce (Licbs 1985:28-29, 34-36).

Roadside Commerce

In pre-industrial America, roadside commerce took the form of inns, taverns, and liveries that
catered to travelers on horse-drawn vehicles. With the coming of the railroad, these services
dwindled and were reconstituted in close proximity to the railroad depot. Railroad hotels,
station dining rooms, and beaneries offered all necessary comforts to the rail passenger. When
the first motor car enthusiasts took to the open road, little existed in the way of services outside
the centers of towns and cities. For food, lodging, and gasoline, motorists were forced to make
the next town by evening, and to seek out the traditional hotel, restaurant, and garage with
gasoline pumps (Liebs 1985:16, 20). The Automobile Club of Seattle Tour Book of 1913 offers
advertisements and listings of garages, gas and oil stations, and hotels within the heart of every
Washington town and city, but no roadside services are mentioned.

By 1920, however, the volume of weekend automobile traffic on rural roads had increased to
such an extent that entrepreneurs began to take notice. Over the course of that decade,
thousands of roadside businesses sprang into being: refreshment stands, cabin camps, souvenir
shacks, cafes, filling stations, fresh produce stands, candy and tobacco shops, roadhouses, and
other wayside emporia. Such businesses survived the Depression in good form, despite the
widespread failure of the economy, simply because Americans continued to roam the countryside
in their automobiles. Roadside commerce flourished along approach roads into towns, at resort
areas formerly accessible only to the wealthy, at oases along desolate stretches of highway, at
crossroads villages, and along early bypasses (Liebs 1985:20-24).

After World War Two, the economy of the roadside flourished as never before. Commercial
strips added a full range of retail services, including neighborhood and regional shopping
centers, to the basic trilogy of food, gas, and lodging for travelers. The most significant change
in the nature of these traditional businesses was that increasingly, through the 1950s and 1960s,
large corporations dominated the restaurant and motel industries, just as they had gasoline
retailing from the 1920s. Chain operations commonly utilized "place-product packaging”, an
advertising concept that involved coordination of building design, product packaging, service
routine, and signage (Jakle 1982:76). Along the new freeways and turnpikes, designed for speed
of travel and higher volummes of traffic, all gas, food, and lodging businesses were limited to
interchanges where instantaneously-recognizable advertisement served to prepare motorists for
a fast-approaching exit.

Property Types
Vehicle Dealerships
Historical Context
When motor cars first appeared on the American market at the turn of the century,

manufacturers turned to local businessmen in order to quickly and cheaply establish a retail
sales network. Franchises were issued to "agents” for selling, repairing, and promoting the
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scores of available models. Often these early dealers had other Main Street businesses that were
transportation related, whether livery stables or blacksmith, carriage, or bicycle shops. As their
new sidelines flourished, some businessmen dropped their earlier services and became full-time
agents for the sale of horseless carriages. At first, auto sales were physically incorporated into
existing Main Street buildings (Ashley 1993:E-14). By about 1910, however, new buildings
were being put up downtown for the sole purpose of showing, repairing, and servicing
automobiles. Gasoline was apparently routinely sold at dealerships, particularly in smaller towns.

Washington was no different than other states in the proliferation of auto dealerships in the early
years of the century. By 1913, Washington communities from Aberdeen to Waitsburg boasted
agencies for the sale of Fords, Buicks, Overlands, Cadillacs, Studebakers, Chalmers, Wintons,
Packards, Hudsons, Pierce Arrows, and many more. The Automobile Club of Seattle Tour Book
for 1913 lists 189 businesses labeled as "Garages and Gas and Oil Stations” in Washington, and
although a few are clearly general stores with gas pumps, and some exclusively repair shops,
the great majority are auto dealerships with company franchises. The gradual conversion of
Washington’s downtown commercial buildings to automotive uses (and their interior allocations
of space) can be traced through Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps for the period 1900 to
1930.

In the 1910s and 1920s, auto manufacturers became increasingly involved in shaping the
program and design for their dealers’ showrooms. They encouraged grander, more dignified
buildings that vied with downtown banks and hotels in architectural elaboration. Auto
showrooms served as corporate status symbols, and the "sales palace” idea, complete with
sumptuous interiors, caught on not only in the cities, but in smaller communities as well. In
some places, local ordinances forced the relocation of dealerships out of early wood-frame
buildings for fire safety reasons. These trends, in combination with site restrictions and rising
taxes in the center city, encouraged the exodus of auto showrooms out of downtown to a
taxpayer strip where a new commercial district, Automobile Row, was born (Liebs 1985:79-83).
Early auto rows can be identified in nearly every sizable Washington city, and include Westlake
Avenue and Pine Street in Seattle, S. Wenatchee Avenue in Wenatchee, S. First Street in
Yakima, and W, First, Second, and Third Avenues in Spokane.

The automobile industry was severely but briefly impacted by the Depression. By the mid-
1930s, leading manufacturers urged dealers to rid themselves of grandiose facilities and relocate
to modemn plants on larger sites at the edge of town. Secondhand car sales had become a
mainstay for most dealers, and more space would thereafter be given over to that element of the
business. In light of the new economic realities, company brochures advised a single-story
facility that resembled a2 modern service station, with a smaller central showroom flanked by
service bays and a prominent parts and accessories sales area. Exteriors and interiors were
"streamlined”, a look which was also employed in the widespread remodeling of older
showrooms across the country (Ashley 1993:E-15).

Following World War Two, the American demand for new automobiles rose dramatically. By

1950, over 43,000 dealerships were in business. As new cars rolled off the assembly lines,
companies and their dealers sought to create showrooms that were eye-catching yet eminently
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functional. Studebaker, Ford, and General Motors issued design primers that stressed the value
of strategic location, careful interior programming, visible and attractive sales areas, and
spacious used car display lots. These key components of a modern dealership remained the
basic industry format, with a succession of architectural styles en vogue, into the mid-1960s
(Liebs 1985:87-89). The new auto rows stretched for mile upon mile at the furthest reaches of
major commercial strips where, perhaps thirty or forty years earlier, auto tourists had made their
way into the countryside.

Physical Form and Evolution

Approximately 85 vehicle dealerships were identified in the present inventory (Table 3). From
these, four property types defined by form, location, and period can be discerned. Downtown
dealerships and early auto row dealerships are sometimes difficult to distinguish from auto repair
garages, because they often reverted to repair garages and served as such for many years. The
salient features of the dealership are the prominent showroom display windows and, generally,
a pgreater degree of exterior architectural detailing.

Downtown Dealerships: Built between ca. 1900 and 1925, downtown dealerships constructed
solely for automotive commerce followed the Main Street formula of zero-setback from the
sidewalk, adjoining side walls (in larger towns), and a tri-partite brick or stucco facade. Wood-
frame or load-bearing masonry construction was the norm. Roof configurations, generally flat,
gabled, or bow truss, were hidden behind decorative parapet walls. Downtown dealerships were
frequently of two stories (or more in larger cities), requiring interior ramps and/or elevators.

Display windows with transoms were large, offering a view into the street-facing showroom.
Often built on comer lots, vehicle access was provided through double-leafed wooden garage
doors off the side street or alley. Repair and service facilities were located unobtrusively at the
rear. Gasoline pumps were commonly provided at curbside, or under a recessed comner drive-
through,

Significant Washington examples of the downtown dealership identified in the inventory include:
the Butterfield Garage (ca. 1920) on Main Street in downtown Ellensburg (Field Site No. EC3-
07), a prominent two-story dealership of hollow tile with a comer drive-through for gasoline
service; the 1926 Ford showroom on Second Ave. S. in downtown Okanogan (EC3-20), a
single-story brick dealership with an original gabled car-wash wing on one side and a corner
drive-through for gas and oil; and the Waterville Auto Company (ca. 1920) on Locust St. in
downtown Waterville (NE2-17), a two-story brick structure with transomed display windows.
In downtown Harrington, the old Ford dealership on N. Third at Glover St. (NE5-17) still
retains a curbside gasoline pump at the sidewalk’s edge.

Early Auto Row Dealerships: Early auto row dealerships were generally built between the
years 1915 and 1930. They can be found in districts of like buildings extending one or more
blocks in length on the fringes of the downtown core. Key to this property type is the
continuation of the Main Street formula of zero setback from the sidewalk and, in larger
communities, continuous facade lines. Depending upon the size and scale of the city, these
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buildings may vary from one, to three or more stories in height. Reinforced concrete was the
preferred method of construction, with an exterior skin of terra cotta or stucco.

In these sales buildings, areas of glazing were increased at all levels, with ground floor display
windows offering views into the high-ceilinged showroom. Exterior dressing might consist of
.a currently-popular architectural style such as Gothic, Neo-classical, or Art Deco, depending
upon the prominence of the business and the make of car offered for sale. Interior garage
service was unobtrusively provided through side or rear entries, wherever possible. Visual
advertisement took the form of electric rooftop and wall signage.

Strong inventoried examples of the early auto row dealership include: a two-story 1920s
dealership at W. 907 Second Avenue in Spokane (NE3-10), situated mid-block in a row of
continuous street facades; a detached Mission Revival-styled showroom on Rucker Avenue in
Everett (PS1-011), with decorative parapets and segmental-arched vehicle entrances at the
comner; and the old William McKay Ford Lincoln Mercury dealership on Westlake Avenue in
Seattle (PS1-073), with its elegant classically-styled detailing in terra cotta. A small-town
version of the type is the D&M Motors building on N. Main St. in Ellensburg (EC-3-10), a
single-story showroom of reinforced concrete with spare Art Deco detailing, located on the
fringe of the early business district.

Depression Era "Modern" Dealerships: Depression era dealerships, built between the years
1930 and 1945, were erected still further out from downtown on major commercial avenues.
This property type was the first to make the break from the Main Street formula, in that it was
free-standing, and often partially set back from the sidewalk in an L or U shaped plan.
Generally of a single-story, and constructed of less-expensive load-bearing masonry, the layout
of the plant reflected the dealers’ new emphasis on service, parts and accessories, and used car
sales.

Centralized showrooms, closest to the sidewalk, were flanked by large and clearly marked
service bays, and accessories sales rooms. Gasoline pumps were often positioned in the setback
apron outside the service area. Open side lots for secondhand car sales, also occupying street
frontage, adjoined the building. Sometimes these lots were covered with canopies. Typical
exterior finishes included stucco, porcelain enamel, structural glass, and walls of glass brick.
Styles echoed the "modern” aesthetics of the period: zig-zaggy Art Deco, sleek Streamlined
Moderne, and boxy International Style. Signage included wall, rooftop, and vertical marquees
of metal and neon.

Particularly intact examples of Depression era "modern” dealerships identified in the inventory
are: the 1930s Speck Chevrolet dealership on Sixth St. in Sunnyside (EC6-07), with its glass-
enclosed showroom that was once a canopied drive-through for gas and oil service; the Teague
Motor Company on Colville St. in Walla Walla (SE2-25), a two-building business with a now-
enclosed corner drive-through and spare stuccoed relief; and the Mell Chevrolet Oldsmobile
dealership on First St. in Shelton (PS5-011), a complex of single-storied stuccoed buildings with
Streamlined Moderne lines and detailing,.
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Post-War Dealerships: Dealerships constructed between 1945 and 1965 were for the most part
located on very large sites along primary commercial arterials. Dealerships tended to cluster,
forming new auto rows. The basic format for plant layout - a central showroom of one or two
stories in height, a flanking service wing, and a parts and accessories sales room - remained the
same as in the previous era. The showroom’s relationship to the street became still less critical,
because all potential customers were speeding by and few suburban strips had sidewalks.
Setbacks increased, as did the open-lot inventory display areas.

To draw passing motorists in from the highway, the post-war dealership relied upon
architectural concept and signage to attract attention. Showrooms had generous visual fronts
with plenty of plate glass, and were often given the appearance of a two-story structure. The
Exaggerated Modern style of the 1950s and the space-age, Sputnik motifs of the early 1960s
gained particular favor., Soaring rooflines, canted fronts, pylon and parabola-shaped pole and
roof signs served as advertisement visible from a distance. Interiors were spatially designed to
effectively market cars, parts, and service.

Little-altered examples of post-war dealerships represented in the inventory include: the 1948
Boesel Motors dealership on US 97 in Brewster ((EC3-32), a concrete block structure with glass
brick windows and an industrial look; the Osborne-McCann Cadillac dealership on S. Tacoma
Way in Tacoma (PS1-190), a sleek 1950s showroom with a canted glass facade and a distinctive
pylon sign atop the roof; and the Clyde Revord GM dealership on Evergreen Way in Everett
(PS1-019), with its parabola-vaulted glass-walled showroom from the 1960s.

Observations on Integrity

As a category of roadside commerce, Washington’s vehicle dealerships appear to have enjoyed
a relatively high survival rate. Downtown and early auto row dealerships were often of sturdy
masonry or concrete construction. Although very few remain in use as dealerships, many
survive and have been converted to furniture stores, recreational equipment outlets, warehouses,
or auto repair garages. Others have been partitioned into a variety of retail uses.

Depression Era dealerships with their specialized interior spaces have perhaps proven less
adaptable, or are in any case less recognizable in remodeled form. The same would appear to
hold true for post-war dealerships. Those that do remain in business today have been either
meticulously maintained in their original style (particularly in small towns where the competition
has always been limited), or have been substantially updated. Relatively few unaltered examples
of the Streamlined Moderne or of the Exaggerated Modern-styled dealership survive, and those
that do are significant.

Research Issues

Pre-World War Two dealerships as a group are worthy of further study and evaluation. Of
particular importance is the question of how interior layouts evolved in response to the changing
dictates of auto manufacturers and to shifting economic conditions. The function of second-story
spaces in downtown dealerships of the 1910s and 1920s is of interest, as is the commercial
history of early auto row districts in Spokane, Seattle, and other larger cities. Depression-era
modern dealerships, with their dramatic new direction in site-layout and aesthetics, offer a
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unique opportunity for studying the growing sophistication of auto-marketing strategies in the
1930s.

Automobile Service

Historical Context

Businesses catering to the fueling, repairing, and storage of motorized road vehicles emerged
rapidly in the years prior to World War One. A number of factors inspired this trend: the
growth of passenger car production to over 100,000 by 1909, the break-up of the Standard
Oil Company Trust in 1911, and the progressive movement toward good roads in the 1910s
were all important forces (Jakle 1994:48-49). For a time, such businesses routinely offered a
mix of services generally no longer linked. Repair shops provided gasoline, car storage, and
perhaps new car sales; retail dealerships offered gasoline and emergency repair service; and
storage garages sold tires, supplies, and repair services. From the beginning, the largest
share of automotive-service profits fell to the petroleum industry which, with the gasoline
station as the critical link in marketing, had the broadest impact on the American landscape.

At the turn of the century, gasoline was a little-used by-product of the petroleum industry.
Its primary products, lubricants and kerosene for lighting, were commonly sold through
independent jobbers or bulk dealers. By 1920, gasoline sales accounted for 85 percent of the
petroleum market, up from 25 percent only ten years prior (Jakle 1994). At first motorists
had to drive to the edge of town to purchase gasoline at bulk stations, filling their tanks by
the dangerous hand-held container and funnel method. Qil companies sought more
convenient retail outlets and a safer, more efficient method of dispensing the combustible
liquid. Like auto manufacturers, they turned to existing downtown businesses willing to
establish or expand a line of household petroleum products (Vierya 1979:3).

Curbside gasoline pumps equipped with hoses and underground tanks sprang up at grocery
and feed stores, carriage and livery stables, blacksmith and bicycle shops. The new auto
dealerships, repair shops, and garages routinely installed pumps, as did many auto camps and
tourist courts along the open road. An employee of the business came forward to fill the
customer’s tank. Within fifteen years, curbside dispensing was decried in the popular press
as a fire hazard and a traffic obstacle. It was literally outlawed by local officials in large and
medium-sized communities in the early 1920s (Liebs 1985:96).

Such local ordinances forced oil companies to acquire real estate and develop a new product
outlet - the drive-in gas station. Experimentation with the concept had been tried as early as
1907 in Washington, when the Seattle area sales manager for Standard Qil of California put
up a gravity feed tank at the comer of Holgate and Alaskan Way (Witzel 1992:17-18). The
emergence of the drive-in station amounted to a new form of land use in towns and cities.
Downtown buildings were sometimes removed to make way for the station’s driveway, gas
pumps, and attendant’s shelter, or station “house.” Gas stations mushroomed on vacant lots
in commercial districts, in established residential neighborhoods, at the edges of town, and
along the rural roadside. By 1920, approximately 15,000 stations were standing nationwide,
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some of them company-owned, others leased to dealers, and still others privately owned and
operated.

The proliferation of this new species of roadside commerce prompted advocates of the City
Beautiful movement to protest their unchecked spread of gas stations across the landscape. The
American City magazine proclaimed in 1923 that “the tumble-down shack" was out of place in
the city, particularly in residential neighborhoods, and that "it would behoove cities to include
in their ordinances regulations for the erection of such buildings, limiting them to certain types,
insisting that the design be in keeping with other buildings of the neighborhood" (quoted in Liebs
1985:98-99). Public pressure to create attractive, appropriate points of sale, along with the
growing need for corporate identity, resulted in oil companies launching chains of look-alike
stations. Ranging in architectural costume from terra cotta-clad classical temples to tidy,
prefabricated steel and glass huts, corporate stations of the late 1910s and 1920s took the first
steps toward developing a unified visual approach toward marketing. Authorized dealers were
also required to use company colors, logos, signage and, in some instances, station house
design. Independent stations, not to be outdone, frequently chose more theatrical mimetic,
fantasy, or Art Deco architectural motifs and more aggressive signage. For all stations of the
period, domestic styles were particularly favored, often with distinctly regional overtones.

In Washington, Shell Oil of California gained an early foothold. In 1912, Shell established a
marketing subsidiary, the American Gasoline Company of Seattle, the first such entity
nationwide to sell gasoline and motor oil exclusively, The station prototype featured a cream-
colored base and distinctive yellow and red striping. By 1925, Shell had 3000 stations in
California, Oregon, and Washington. Standard Qil of California (later known as Chevron) had
penetrated the Washington market by 1919. To compete more effectively with Shell, the
company built prefabricated look-alike stations 12 by 15 feet in dimension, of wood and glass,
with attached canopies, and a red, white, and blue logo and color scheme. Texas Qil (Texaco)
also entered Washington at an early date, at least by 1926 (Jakle 1992:98, 111-114).

The business of repairing and servicing motorized road vehicles, like the selling and fueling of
autos, had begun with existing Main Street businesses such as carriage, bicycle, or implement
repair shops. In the 1910s, many of these shops rapidly retooled to exclusively handle the
burgeoning motor car trade. The new retail dealerships, too, routinely offered on-going auto-
servicing as an important marketing tool. Some early dealerships quickly reverted to repair
garages when the make of vehicle they sold fell victim to the marketplace. Independent repair
garages in Washington towns and cities typically offered a range of services to early motorists.
The Ellensburg Auto Company (now Kelleher Ford) advertised emergency service at any hour,
gasoline and oils, tires and supplies, as well as brand-new Ford motor cars for sale. The
Service Garage Company on East Union Street in Seattle offered a fireproof garage (with pick-
up and delivery service from nearby hotels); gasoline, oils, and greases; tires and supplies for
all makes; and “vulcanizing while you wait" (Automobile Club of Seattle Tour Book 1913:34
and 332).

By the late 1920s, private garages, repair shops, and dealerships could no longer keep pace with
the booming business of auto servicing. Gas stations began to provide lubricating, car washing,
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and tire repair areas adjacent to the station house. To shelter these activities, service bays were
constructed on the site, either as additions to the station house, or detached from it. Gas stations
became service stations, garnering a fair share of the light automotive repair industry for the
next fifty years. Expanded repair services, along with expanded product lines known as TBAs
(tires, batteries, and accessories) helped gas stations to weather the Depression of the 1930s
(Liebs 1985:102).

At the close of the Depression, major oil companies recognized the need to win the loyalty of
the motoring public by projecting a thoroughly modern, progressive image. In Washington,
new competition had arrived by the late 1930s in the form of Richfield/Sinclair, Continental Qil
(Conoco), and Union Oil of California. As a group, oil companies turned to the new field of
industrial design and to prominent architects to develop sleek, streamlined service stations that
were unapologetically functional in appearance. In line with the edicts of the International Style,
the new stations would no longer look to the past for stylistic inspiration, nor would there be any
attempt made to "blend in" with surroundings. Designers like Texaco’s Walter Dorwin Teague
were given the task of integrating a program for efficient repair bays, expanded TBA display
areas, ample public restrooms, and overall eye-catching design. Beginning in 1937, Teague
designed five variations on his classic Texaco "oblong box" (many of which were built in
Washington) and other designers followed with subtle variations on the new prototype.

The oblong box format, with its rectangular dimensions, flat roof, extensive glazing, and shiny
metal surfaces would dominate service station design for the next thirty years. Important as the
building’s design was, it was only part of the petroleum industry’s firmly-rooted place-product-
packaging marketing strategy. This approach created instant brand-name recognition through
the use of integrated color, graphics, line, and surface, and encompassed signage, pump design,
product displays, attendant uniforms, and building design.

While the structure of gasoline marketing remained the same, the oblong box persisted, but not
without updates. In the 1950s and early 1960s, some companies sought to pump up the visual
impact of the boxes with more lively Exaggerated Modern forms. Phillips 66 stations, prevalent
in Washington, were notable for their additions of soaring V-shaped canopies with structural
through-the-roof columns. By the mid-1960s, when billboards and other forms of roadside
commerce fell victim to Lady Bird Johnson’s highway beautification programs, oil companies
responded by disguising of the old boxes under more environmentally-friendly materials, such
as brick, stone, and cedar shakes.

The future of gasoline marketing, and of the gas station as form, clearly emerged in the wake
of the Arab 0il embargo of 1974. When it came, it was ushered forward by independents who,
as early as 1947, had introduced the self-service pump and, later, the self-service pump with
convenience store. By the 1980s, discount stations consisting of unattended pumps with tiny
pay-huts, all under one large canopy or, alternatively, pumps-with-convenience-stores, were
rapidly replacing the traditional oblong box service station. To remain competitive today, the
major oil companies have followed suit with greater visual flash, building convenience stores
and multiple banks of self-service pumps under massive canopies, all in fully-integrated, place-
product-packaging style.
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Physical Form and Evolution

Approximately 326 properties were identified in the inventory for their association with
automobile service, by far the largest number in any category (Table 4). (Not all those
inventoried within the category could be identified as representing the property types defined
below). Of the total inventoried, about 211 represent businesses which originally offered retail
gasoline sales. The remainder appear to have served primarily as vehicle repair garages. Based
upon period, form, and mode of service, six property types can be defined.

Curbside Filling Station: Curbside stations were first installed from ca. 1905 to 1920 along
the street in front of existing grocery, hardware, and feed stores, and along side livery stables,
bicycle shops, and early auto repair garages. Curbside stations operated in central business
districts, as well as in rural villages. The "station" consisted solely of sidewalk pumps which
dispensed gasoline from underground tanks, via hose, directly to the customer’s gas tank.
Occasionally the pumps were covered by a simple open canopy.

The salient feature of this property type is the absence of any off-street, drive-in service. In
downtown districts, customers literally lined up along the curb. In rural crossroads villages,
they pulled just slightly off the side of the road. At the curbside filling station, there is no gas
station structure as such, and the sale of gasoline is not the primary commercial activity.

Few true examples of the curbside filling station survive. The Big Bend Garage on Williard St.
in Hartline (NE2-28) and the old Ford dealership on N. Third at Glover in Harrington (NE5-17)
- classified respectively as a repair garage and a downtown dealership - are the only inventoried
examples of curbside pumps still in place in "downtown" locations. More prevalent are curbside
pumps fronting rural grocery stores. A good number of these businesses are abandoned and the
actual pumps removed, but a handful are still intact, such as Keeler’s Korner on Hwy, 99 in
Lynnwood (PS1-022), a classic example already listed on the National Register. Others are still
in operation with modern pumps: the Monitor Drive-In on E. Main Street in Monitor (EC3-
49), a 1950s grocery with pumps and an adjoining early repair garage; and the Squaw Rock
Resort on SR 410 in Cliffdell (EC4-01), a 1920s log grocery store with drive-through canopy
and pumps.

"House" Gas Stations: The first off-street, drive-in stations with structures built exclusively
for the retail sale of gasoline were "house" gas stations. They proliferated between 1915 and
1930 on vacant lots in downtown districts, in residential neighborhoods, and at rural crossroads.
Identifying features include pumps with underground tanks, a small one or two-room hut (or
"house") to shelter the attendant, and a drive-through lot. From 1920, canopies were frequently
integrated into the roof of the "house." Public restrooms to the side or rear of the hut became
increasingly prevalent, particularly in oil company-owned stations.

Early examples of the attendant’s hut were utilitarian industrial sheds. Later types include
prefabricated huts of structural steel construction with facings of stucco, zinc, brick, or
galvanized steel. These portable structures featured plate glass windows in steel sash, and roofs
of tile, copper, zinc, or steel. More substantial custom-built station huts of wood framing or
hollow tile, with stucco or lapped wood siding were also common. Architectural dressing varied
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widely, the most frequent motif being the small cottage with domestic features, designed to blend
in with a residential neighborhood and/or to present a tidy company image. Regional variations
on the dwelling house theme produced bungalows, English cottages, miniature Spanish casitas,
Chinese pagodas, and Dutch windmills.

Oil company marketing techniques and the rising concern for image resulted in early efforts to
coordinate trademarks, color schemes, building design, and signage. Prior to about 1920, signs
remained discretely attached to buildings, then increasingly were mounted on poles. Pumps
were grouped on an island, and globes atop the pumps were used for retailer labeling. "Visible
pumps” were standard by the mid 1920s with a glass cylinder for viewing the precise amount
of gas being delivered to the tank.

A small number of "house" gas stations surviving without major additions were recorded in the
inventory: an abandoned station on Hwy. 21 in rural Ferry County (NE4-5), a rare example of
a wood-framed hut with canopy and a single early pump still in place; a "house" gas station on
Old Pacific Highway near LaCenter (SW1-25), a more substantial wood-frame hipped-roof hut
with canopy now converted to a small dwelling; an abandoned station on S. Wenatchee Avenue
in Wenatchee (EC1-18), a rare surviving example of a prefabricated steel and wood hut with
canopy; and Whipple’s Gas Station on S. Main St. in Ellensburg (EC3-15), a box-like stuccoed
hut with canopy now rehabilitated and converted to an espresso stand.

"House" Service Stations with Bays: "House" service stations with bays were largely created
after 1925 in response to the increased demand for car washing, lubricating, and repair services.
This type is characterized by one or more covered service bays added to an earlier gas station
house, built simultaneously with it, or erected on the site as free-standing structures. Building
additions made before 1935 usually reflected the architecture and roofline of the original
structure; those made later were generally flat-roofed boxes of differing construction. As
detached structures, the auxiliary service bays often formed an L or U shape around the gas hut
and pumps.

Features of this new, neighborhood service station could include a vulcanizing shop, battery
station, mechanical shop, lubritorium with grease pits, and an "automobile laundry” with wash
rack. Grease pits were gradually replaced after 1925 by rotary lifts operated by air compressors.
Canopies were sometimes eliminated to accommodate greater traffic circulation. For the same
reason, pump islands were placed at further distances from the station house.

Intact examples of "house" service stations with bays are more numerous, and include an
instructive assortment of free-standing huts with detached service buildings added later. These
include the 1930s Naches Chevron station on SR 12 in Naches (EC4-05), with its unique
octagonal hut of poured concrete, integral canopy and Art Deco spire, and its detached brick
service bays with Art Deco detailing; and the familiar Windmill Service Station on S. Main
Street in Ellensburg (EC3-14), a mimetic windmill hut, now converted to an espresso stand, with
detached concrete block service bays dating to the 1940s. Strong examples of the hut with
attached service bays include: the old Chevron station on Main St. in Almira ((NE2-13), a
stuccoed Art Deco "house” with canopy and service bays built at the same time; the converted
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Art Moderme service station on Alder St. in Walla Walla (SE2-24), with a corner hut and tower
flanked by integral canopies and service bays; and the Brewster Auto Service on Main St. in
Brewster (EC3-34), a 1920s false-fronted "house" with service bays attached in stages through
the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s.

Oblong Box Service Station: The oblong box was a new service station prototype that emerged
out of the Depression. It appeared in both urban and rural locales, at freeway interchanges and
along suburban strips, in all regions of the country. As a type, the oblong box dominated
service station design from the late 1930s to the late 1970s. Developed by leading oil company
architects and industrial designers, the design of the oblong box was based on the principles of
the International Style. Driving the design was the need for larger product display and storage
areas, more efficient repair bays, and up-to-date corporate imagery.

Oblong boxes integrated all of these modern functions in a simple rectangular floor plan under
one flat roof. Before 1950, most oblong boxes were constructed of prefabricated stee! I-beam
frames. Cinder and concrete block construction replaced steel framing after 1950. As a rule,
the amount of glazing increased on oblong boxes, while solid wall surfaces decreased. Stucco
and terra cotta finishes in the 1930s were replaced by shiny porcelain enamel in the 1940s and
1950s. By 1960, acrylic vinyl and Plexiglas had become popular. Canopies were sometimes,
but not always, eliminated.

The concept of place-product-packaging reached full expression with the corporate oblong box.
Color schemes, company logos, product display, uniformed attendants, signage, and building
design all worked together. Even gas pumps were redesigned to enhance sales and complement
the overall marketing approach. Competing companies modified buildings slightly to increase
customer recognition, but the underlying design goal of every oblong box was to attract attention
by contrasting sharply with its surroundings.

In the 1950s, some oblong boxes were updated with Exaggerated Modern elements such as
rakish slanted roofs, jutting V-shaped canopies, and wide overhanging eaves. By the mid-1960s,
however, public aversion to cluttered highways forced oil companies in the opposite direction -
oblong boxes underwent facelifts and remodels to bring them into greater harmony with their
immediate neighborhood. Early environmental-mode alterations included replacement of
porcelain enamel siding with brick or stone facings. Rooflines were modified to low gable or
mansard configurations, and cedar shakes applied. Color schemes were muted. Remodeled
oblong boxes remain discernible chiefly by their classic rectangular proportions.

A large number of oblong box stations survive, though rarely without updates, and were
recorded in the inventory. Intact early examples built between 1938 and 1950 include: the
stuccoed Hi-way Service Station on Wine Country Rd. in Grandview (EC6-11), very likely one
of Teague’s designs for Texaco complete with canopy, original sash and garage doors, and
parapet streamlines; an abandoned station on N. First St. in Shelton (PS5-012), a wood-sided
oblong box with canopy and gas pump island in place; and Dusty’s Auto Repair on Second
Ave. in Okanogan (EC3-21), a rare surviving example of the porcelain enameled box with
glazing and canopy intact. The purest identified example of the classic Texaco oblong box sans
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canopy, complete with metal siding and parapet streamlines, may be what is now Lovestone
Motors on Division St. in Spokane (NE3-17).

Many examples of updated oblong boxes were recorded: a former Phillips Petroleum station
on N. Fourth Ave. in Pasco (SE1-12) and another on S. First St. in Yakima (EC3-72) both
exhibit the company’s mid-1960s soaring V-shaped canopy remodels; former Texaco stations
on Woodin Ave. in Chelan (EC3-39) and on E. First St. in Cheney (NE1-30) are among the
many examples of stone facing updates of the late 1960s.

Small Box Gas Station: The small box gas station was built by independent distributing
companies roughly from 1940 to 1965. Independents often sold only gas and oil, without need
for product display areas or service bays. The basic component of the small box station was
therefore a simple prefabricated, glass and enamel-clad structure. Sometimes service bays were
appended.

Some small box stations featured canted visual fronts. Others sported soaring canopies. Roman
brick and perma-stone exterior facings were popular. Bold signage was prevalent over the entire
site and usually lacked any organized design.

Examples of the small box gas station identified in the inventory are: the Storey Service Station
on E. First Ave. on the outskirts of Cle Elum (EC2-21), a hut with canted glass front and broad
overhanging eaves; and a station now serving as Morrow Used Cars on Yakima Valley Highway
in Sunnyside (EC6-08).

Repair Garage: Independent repair garages, as distinct from auto dealerships and service
stations, were built continuously from 1910 to 1965 and beyond, in any and all localities both
rural and urban. Usually lacking in formal architectural refinement, repair garages still reflected
general trends in materials, roof configurations, fenestration, and door design. Construction
consisted variously of wood-framing, brick, hollow tile, cinder block, or poured concrete.
Quonset huts were sometimes employed after World War Two.

The primary design considerations for repair garages were vehicle entry doors on one or more
street elevations, enough window glazing for adequate interior light, and an efficiently-sized
repair shop with separate office. Roof configurations ranged from gabled false fronts, to bow
truss, monitor, or flat. Exterior siding was usually an honest reflection of construction.

Many varied examples of the auto repair garage were recorded in the inventory: Brenders
Garage on Commercial St. in Leavenworth (EC1-04), with its simple stepped false front and
period-appropriate wall signage; the former garage now known as the Esquina Pool Hail on old
Hwy. 97 at Burdett St. in Mallot (EC3-30), a large frame building with an elaborate stepped
parapet and the remnants of a curbside gas pump island in front; the stuccoed auto repair and
blacksmith shop on N. Main St. in Spangle (NE3-1), with its anvil and horseshoe parapet
details; the masonry White Front Shop on S. First St. in Yakima (EC3-66), with its Art Deco
detailing picked out in contrasting paint colors; and the radiator repair shop on "D" St. in
Washougal (SW2-6), housed in a Quonset hut.
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Observations on Integrity

Properties associated with automotive service have clearly been the most ubiquitous form of
roadside commerce on the landscape, and this preponderance is reflected in the inventory. Many
have been replaced over the years due to changing marketing strategies and the overriding need
to stay current. Others have fallen victim to highway re-routes. While most surviving gas
stations built prior to 1965 are no longer in use as such, they persist because they are
particularly adaptable to new purposes.

Pure examples of the curbside pump, and of the "house" gas station type are few and far
between. Those that remain, including the prefabricated hut type, can be considered as
endangered. House and bay service stations are somewhat more prevalent, because the service
bay updates allowed them to remain competitive until recent decades. Oblong boxes survive as
a building type, usually with modifications made in the 1960s and 1970s. As of 1980, however,
fewer and fewer remain in business. Many have been converted to convenience stores, repair
shops, nurseries, and used car dealerships. Others remain vacant and decaying because strict
environmental clean-up regulations make redevelopment of the site unfeasible. Small box gas
stations seem to have persisted, frequently adapted as new businesses or as used car sales lots.
Auto repair garages would appear to be in no danger of disappearing - the age, condition, and
image of the building having a lesser impact on the success of the business.

Research Issues

Pre-World War Two gas and service stations in Washington (house, house with bay, and oblong
box types) deserve further investigation and analysis. Key to understanding and dating these
buildings is identifying their original corporate affiliation. An important next step in research
would be to tie together the retail activity of specific oil companies in Washington, with their
introduction of various station designs into the state, and bring that information to bear upon
inventoried properties. Documenting the pattern book origins of prefabricated stations in
Washington, dating from the 1910s through the 1940s, would also add much to our knowledge
of this long-overlooked property type.

Highway Dining

Historical Context

At the turn of the century, dining facilities for the traveling public were commonly associated
with railroad stations and downtown hotels. From 1850, however, other kinds of urban
restaurants had emerged in response to industrialization and to the faster-pace lives of local
working class people. Situated near factories or along trolley lines, these eateries took many
new forms, including outdoor lunch wagons at factory gates, soda fountain seating in
pharmacies and variety stores, and lunchrooms with single cubicles arranged along the walls
in existing Main Street commercial blocks. The late nineteenth century preoccupation with
efficiency spawned downtown cafeterias, delicatessens, and, in some eastern cities after
1902, automats. One West Coast variation on that theme was the "Merry-Go-Round Cafe"
chain with downtown restaurants from California to Seattle, Washington. In these,
individual servings of food revolved around within a central oval counter at which customers sat
and made their selections. Ice cream parlors flourished after the Civil War, soon adding other
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menu offerings to become luncheonettes (Langdon 1986:5-25).

Many of these new informal restaurant types, evolved over the previous fifty years in urban
areas, would influence the morphology of roadside dining facilities in the decades to come. The
eating-out boom gained momentum in the early 20th century and, by World War One, coincided
with the rise of auto-touring (Liebs 1985:196). Open air picnicking was the earliest form of
roadside dining, before any commercial options were available. But wayside entrepreneurs were
quick to realize the profit potential of roadside food stands to attract passing motorists with quick
service, a simple regional menu, and perhaps a rudimentary form of outdoor seating. By the
mid-1920s, food stands in general had gained an unsavory reputation as "hot-dog kennels” owing
to their marginal sanitation and ramshackle appearance, as much as for their questionable cuisine
(citation from Colliers, 1938, in Liebs 1985:204-205).

A more genteel choice emerged in the form of tearooms. Tearooms flourished from 1910 to the
early 1930s in converted barns, historic houses, and old inns on the outskirts of towns and cities.
Operated mostly by women, tearooms favored colonial decor, promoted cleanliness and
respectability, and offered palatable food. Tearooms reflected the romantic historicism of the
period, made possible by daytrips into the countryside earlier bypassed by the railroad. Perhaps
their most significant contribution was to firmly establish an association between colonial
architecture and decor in restaurants, with decent food, sober guests, and cleanliness, an
association which continues to the present day (Whitaker 1992:17-19). Although tearooms were
most prevalent in the eastern United States, they also found their way into the Northwest. The
Automobile Road Book of Western Washington of 1913 offered a full-page advertisement for a
tearoom on Interlaken Boulevard in Seattle:

The Boulevard
offers to motorists the following
advantages:
Really delicious food
served indoors, or on the brick-paved
Terrace overlooking the boulevard
A delightful location
only ten minutes from Second Avenue
and yet with all the advantages of the
country
A charming building
with white paint, mahogany, willow,
chintz and hospitable hearth fires
(Automobile Road Book of Western Washington 1913 following p. 16)

As businesses dedicated to the motor trade sprouted along the highway, the established

downtown restaurant industry sounded the alarm, albeit somewhat belatedly. In 1933, The
American Restaurant Magazine noted that:
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The arterial highways being built today are taking the public away from the cities, away
from good restaurants, and along roads where the hot dog shacks and the greasy spoon
type of eating places have long flourished. . . . At one time, travel followed the good
food routes almost entirely. Today many of the important highways on which tourists
travel are skirting the cities and restaurateurs are finding that some of the tourist
business which was formerly theirs is getting away from them (Wienstock 1931:53 and
78).

The article went on to report that the B/G Sandwich Shops company had taken the offensive by
opening a B/G Eating Inn in connection with a Standard Oil service station along a major travel
route outside Chicago. The same magazine reported a few years later that "tourist taverns,”
or spacious fountain lunchrooms, were operating in the Midwest in conjunction with Sinclair Oil
service stations. Curb service was available outdoors, or motorists could enter the restaurant
to eat and from there convey their instructions for the servicing of their car through the waitress.
(Marshall 1933:30-31, 53). More commonly, roadside cafes sprang up organically alongside
independently-owned gas stations, souvenir shops, and tourist courts, providing an attractive
range of services for the passing motorist.

In the decades prior to World War Two, highway restaurants diversified in form and appearance
as competition intensified. Mimetic and fantasy styles in the shape of windmills, derby hats,
chickens, and airplanes, served as eye-catching advertisement for the independently-owned
roadside cafe in the 1920s. This gave way to the Streamlined Moderne aesthetic of the 1930s,
with its extensive use of white tile, stainless steel, porcelain enamel and glass. Diners, a
distinctive sub-type of the roadside cafe born in working-class neighborhoods of the inner cities,
were especially partial to this style. Diners were largely an East Coast phenomenon, but in the
West, a new kind of food stand geared more directly to the automobile emerged in the form of
the drive-in restaurant. The Pig Stand Company of Dallas, Texas, opened the first true curb-
service drive-in on the Dallas-Fortworth Highway in 1921. Another pioneer in the field was
A&W who, beginning in 1924, introduced the concept of large parking lots and "tray girls" at
its California root beer stands (Pilisbury 1990:75-77; Langdon 1986:59-77; Liebs 1985:208-211).

During the same pre-war decades, the concept of "place-product-packaging” as a means of
roadside advertising took root in the restaurant business, just as it had in the motor oil industry.
Chain restaurant management gained an early foothold in the operation of food stands, drive-ins,
and roadside cafes, and produced a new form of eatery, the highway coffee shop. White Castle
(founded 1921) in the cities, Dairy Queen (founded 1940) in the suburbs and on the outskirts of
small towns, and Howard Johnson’s (founded 1929) at highway interchanges, have been among
the more successful and long-lived of the early chains. Such restaurants catered to the public’s
continuing uncertainty about roadside dining, offering brand-name recognition through a
standardized menu, familiar exterior architecture, and a safe, sanitized interior (Jakle 1982:76).

At the close of World War Two, when Americans took to the highway in droves, roadside
restaurants proliferated in form, function, and sheer numbers. Drive-ins came into their own,
particularly in the western states, with clear architectural components. Increasingly, however,
their identity as a distinct type was blurred. In a 1957 article on motor court and drive-in design
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in Architectural Record, the author noted, "Drive-In restaurants include a wide range of types -
from hamburger stands to coffee shops, formal dining rooms and cocktail lounges" (Smith
1957:90). In direct competition with drive-ins were fast-food walk-ups, updated versions of the
old food stands once considered a form of highway blight. The new walk-ups, led by the
eminently successful McDonald’s chain, fully embraced the place-product packaging approach.
Their assembly-line methods allowed food to be served hotter, more quickly, and at lower labor
costs than the average drive-in (Jakle 1982:84-85). To meet the demand for full-menu meals,
franchised highway coffec shops appeared increasingly on suburban strips and at freeway
interchanges. Based on California prototypes, these restaurants competed for business even
more aggressively than fast-food eateries through the bold forms, gaudy colors, and exuberant
signs of the Exaggerated Modern style (Langdon 1986:113-129).

By the mid-1960s, the novelty of eating in the automobile had waned. Even as traditional curb-
service drive-ins declined, fast-food walk-ups sought to capture a wider market by adding indoor
seating. The mid-1960s also marked the end of uninhibited modernist design. The "browning
of America” set in (Liebs 1985:64-67). Roadside restaurants, together with gas stations and
motels, quickly moved to the new environmental look with site landscaping, subdued signage,
natural stone and wood exteriors, and rustic "mansard" roofs of cedar shakes. Sensitivity to the
surrounding neighborhood once again became an important design consideration (Langdon
1986:133-165).

Physical Form and Evolution

Approximately 76 properties pertaining to highway dining were recorded in the present inventory
(Table 5). Because of their infinite variety, roadside restaurants defy clear classification as
property types more than any other category of roadside commerce. Nonetheless, five broad
property types can be identified, based on period, location, form, and/or mode of service.

Downtown Restaurants: Turn-of-the-century traveler-oriented dining facilities were largely
limited to train depot dining rooms and beaneries, hotel dining rooms, and Main Street
lunchrooms along arterial routes. Proximity to the downtown business district reflected the
predominance of rail and trolley travel. Generally these eateries occurred within existing
commercial buildings, of load-bearing masonry or wood-framed construction, with zero setback
from the street.

When housed within a depot, a hotel, or a business block, downtown restaurants were
traditionally identifiable on the exterior solely by modest signage. Increasingly after 1900,
however, the restaurant facade became part of its advertisement. Hotel and depot dining rooms
were prominently situated on the main floor of the building adjacent to the lobby or waiting
room. Main Street lunchrooms or cafes occupied storefronts with interiors perpendicular to the
street. Often a soda fountain or lunch counter was situated along one wall, and tables or booths
along the other,

Downtown restaurants were identified only in a limited fashion in the inventory due to their

more tenuous connection to roadside commerce. A few notable examples of the type include:
the Great Northern Railroad depot beanery at the foot of Kittitas St. in Wenatchee (EC1-16),
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a free-standing brick lunchroom catering both the rail passengers and motorists through
downtown Wenatchee; and the old Sunset Cafe on Division St. in Cashmere (EC3-54), a 1920s
lunch cafe on the old alignment of US 2 through downtown,

Table 5. Highway Dining - Inventory Entries by Category and Property Type.

Downtown=Walk-up Food Stands =Roadside Cafes Drive-in =R$taurants Highway
Restaurants Coffee
Shops
[ec1-16 NE2-7 PS1-003 | NES-10 |EC2-33 | NES-04 PS1-018 | EC3-64
EC3-54 NE4-14 PS1-004 | NE2-32 EC3-02 | NE6-08 PS1-036 | Psi-208
NE2-03 PS1-104 | SW1-21 EC3-59 | NE6-10 PS1-052
NE2-04 PS1-125 | SW1-22 SE1-24 [ EC2-19 PS1-056
|| NE6-12 PS1-152 | SW1-24 SE2-11 | EC2-28 PS1-060
|| NE6-26 PSI-189 | EC103  |SE212 | EC2-30 PSI1-113
NE6-22 P§1-220 | EC1-11 PS1-056R | EC3-03 PS1-130
“ SW1-06 PS2-003 | EC2-07 P$1-099 | EC3-50 PS1-146
SW1-20 PS3-019 | EC2-23 PS1-159 | EC4-09 PS1-173
SW1-29 PS4-007 | EC2-31 PS1-1033 | EC4-11 PS1-228
SW2-03 PS5-001 EC6-01 PS2-010
EC2-22 P$5-009 SE1-10 PS4-009
NE1-16 PS1-001 P54-015
|| Total 2 | Total 25 Total 21 | Total 26 | Total 2

Walk-up Food Stands: Descended from the refreshment stand found at fairs, beaches, and
public parks, the independent!ly-owned food stand evolved to become the franchised fast-food
restaurant of the 1960s and beyond. Roadside food stands appeared with the improvement of
rural roads and the onset of auto-touring in the 1910s. They were situated in the countryside,
on the outskirts of town, and in resort areas. The food stand was a free-standing building set
back from the highway, with an apron in front to allow for parking. Customers walked to an
outdoor service window to order and receive their meal. Structures were cheaply built, often
as rudimentary wooden shacks. In later decades pre-fabricated metal frames with porcelain
enameled cladding, and concrete block construction became common.

Exterior treatment was consistently flamboyant, ranging from mimetic and fantasy motifs of the
1920s, to Streamlined Moderne and other "modern” styles of the 1930s and 1940s, to the
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Exaggerated Modern look of the 1950s and 1960s. Architectural dressing was considered the
single most important selling device, resulting in wayside images such as giant rooftop ice-cream
cones, neon-lined windmills, and twin golden arches. Wall, rooftop, and pole signs were
colorful, plentiful, and designed to catch the eye. Signage evolved from hand-painted, to
electric, neon, and back-lit plastic. Interior components consisted of a single-room kitchen
fronted by service windows and counter. The interior was later expanded to provide a separate
kitchen, public restrooms, and eventually an indoor seating area. Walk-ups have been
commonly named "drive-ins" in recent decades, but can be differentiated from the true drive-in
by the absence of any provision for curbside service.

Significant examples of the walk-up food stand identified in the inventory include: the Dairy
Freeze on North Bend Way in North Bend ((PS3-019), with its wide 1950s overhang; Tere’s
Family Style "Drive-In" on Central Ave. in Kent (PS1-125), with picnic-style seating under the
front canopy; King’s walk-up on S. Tacoma Way in Tacoma (PS1-189), featuring a large
electric pole sign; Dean’s "Drive-In" on Broadway Ave. in Reardon (NE2-3), a classic small-
town walk-up with striped verticat board siding; and Norma’s Burger Express on Trent Ave.
in Irwin (NE6-12), with a stylish canopy curve above the service windows at center front.

Roadside Cafes: Roadside cafes cover a broad range of familiar restaurant types, including
roadhouses, supper clubs, bar-and-grills, diners, teahouses, inns, and truck stop cafes. Their
commonalty lies in the provision of indoor seating, full-service menu, and absence of any
corporate formula. Roadside cafes flourished from the 1920s through the 1950s along major
highways on the outskirts of town, in resort localities, and at rural crossroads. Privately owned,
cafes were frequently operated in conjunction with an independent gas station, a truck stop, or
tourist lodging. Typically, roadside cafes were set back from the highway with informal space
for parking. Structural variations are numerous - in fact, this wide variation is a defining feature

of the property type.

Roadside cafes exhibited a full range of architectural form and style, particularly in the pre-
World War Two decades. Mimetic modes such as tepees, windmills, and hats were popular for
ordinary lunch cafes, roadhouses, and supper clubs. Streamlined Modemne styles adapted well
as diners and bar-and-grills. Domestic styles, sometimes with rustic shingles or logs, were
widely used for teahouses, inns, and lodges. Many cafes stuck to simple commercial vernacular
forms with signage as the only indicator of period and style. Interior layouts varied widely
according to size, menu, and whether or not alcohol was served. Typically, cafes included a
small lunch counter, with the remainder of floor space given over to free-standing tables for
four, and a separate kitchen.

Many strong examples of the roadside cafe were recorded in the inventory, including: the
Sportsman Diner on Railroad St. in Easton (EC2-07), two converted passenger cars that once
offered shakes, cones, burgers, and chili to travelers on old US 10; the Starlite Lodge on Old
Pacific Highway near LaCenter (SW1-24), a log roadhouse that featured dining and dancing;
an abandoned cafe at the intersection of old US 10 and SR 970 outside Cle Elum (EC2-23), part
of a typical roadside complex offering gas, food, and tourist cabin lodging; Rose’s Hiway (sic)
Inn on Pacific Highway S. in Tacoma (PS1-159), a renowned roadhouse featuring chicken
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dinners; and the Twin Teepees Restaurant on Aurora Ave. in Seattle (PS1-056), a classic
"theme" roadhouse already designated a Seattle Landmark.

Drive-In Restaurants: Drive-ins are distinguished from walk-up food stands and cafes by their
provisions for service and dining in the parked automobile. Drive-ins gained greatest popularity
in the 1940s and ’50s, springing up along arterials in the suburbs or at the outskirts of town.
Most were privately owned, but some were associated with larger chains. Site plans reflected
a system of organized parking under a canopy cover. Buildings themselves were of metal frame,
concrete block, or wood frame, and were occasionally circular or octagonal in plan.

Drive-ins were most commonly clothed in the "modern” styles of the '40s and *50s, utilizing
such features as visual fronts canted toward the highway, wedge-shaped pylon signs, butterfly
roof lines, and deep cantilevered overhangs. The drive-in’s defining feature was the metal
canopy, a covered extension for the protection of parked vehicles and carhops, recommended
at 18 inches in width., Various canopy styles were available, including butterfly, curved, canted,
pitched, "Mountain Range," "Lazy Boomerang," and "Rock 'n Roll." Some were equipped with
car trays, electronic ordering devices, and permanent menu stands. Signage and lighting were
important design components, particularly at the roof line, around the canopy, and at the road
side. Many drive-ins also offered an indoor seating area.

A number of strong examples of the drive-in restaurant with their residual canopies intact were
identified in the inventory including: the former A&W Drive-In on Trent Ave. in Millwood
(NE6-10), with its distinctive hat-like roof; Rossow’s U-Tote-Em on Cascade Way in Ellensburg
(EC2-28), with its Sputnik-like 1960s pole sign; the abandoned Chuckwagon Drive-In on Aurora
Ave. in Seattle (PS1-060), featuring a particularly long carport canopy; and the Laredo Drive-In
on SR 12 in Naches (EC4-09), featuring a common gable-roof variation on canopy design.

Highway Coffee Shops: The appearance of highway coffee shops coincided with the
construction of limited access highways in the 1950s, and with the advent of corporate chain and
franchise ownership in the restaurant industry. Highway coffee shops sprang up at interchanges
and along suburban strips. The hallmark of the type is the formula interior, featuring both soda
fountain and separate full-service dining area, and the standardized corporate design scheme
applied to both interior and exterior. A variety of structural types were employed.

Highway coffee shop chains favored domestic styles, particularly colonial. In the western states,
exterior design was influenced by California prototypes based on Hollywood’s famous "Googie"
coffee shop of 1949. These featured exaggerated structural expression, particularly at the roof
line, with frequent use of the boomerang, wedge, and parabola forms. The visual front - a
largely glass facade, often canted - was common. Pole, pylon, and rooftop signage, visible from
the freeway or from a distance down the strip, was critical. Interior layout was standardized,
with minimal variation: customers entered through a vestibule, a soda fountain or lunch counter
section lay to one side, a larger full-service dining room with tables and booths lay to the other,
The kitchen filled in the L-shape. Interior decor and color schemes were tied closely to the
exterior design mode, and varied little within the chain,

39



Owing to their relatively recent genesis and their frequent updates, only a limited number of
early highway coffee shops were recorded in the inventory. These include: Mel’s Diner on N.
First St. in Yakima (EC3-64), a classic 1960s design with bold boomerang roof forms; and
Bob’s Burger Barn on S. 56th St. in Tacoma (PS1-208), with its 1960s-style rooftop signage.

Observations on Integrity

As a category, historic properties pertaining to highway dining in Washington prior to 1965
appear to have a relatively low survival rate. Intense competition heavily favors new restaurants
with the latest in place-product-packaging. Along the highway, corporate identity has clearly
won out over independent ownership. Travelers have come to trust familiar, standardized menus
over the unknown. An exception appears to be roadside cafes in the form of rustic lodges and
inns in mountain resort areas. While restaurants along earlier road alignments may still stand,
often with period signage intact, they are usually no longer in business.

Early downtown lunchrooms have dwindled in number, and tend to cater to an aging local
clientele. Older food stands and roadside cafes were generally cheaply built, and have survived
only when thoroughly remodeled. Few mimetic styles remain, for example. As a group, drive-
ins have devolved to walk-ups, often with indoor seating; high-overhead curb service has been
virtually eliminated. Often only the residual canopy and the name "drive-in" survive. Highway
coffee shops of the 1950s and early 1960s can sometimes still be identified by their hard-to-
disguise Exaggerated Modern features. Many of those still in business have new ownership and
have updated signage and interiors.

Research Issues

Two highway dining property types - roadside cafes and drive-ins - call for further investigation.
Washington’s roadside cafes, in their sheer variety of physical form and service format, hold
tremendous potential for better understanding cultural patterns of dining-out in the 1920s through
the 1940s. The historical connection between specific inventoried restaurant properties and the
development of the highway corridors upon which they are located is of particular interest.
Drive-ins restaurants, largely a post-war phenomenon, are a unique and endangered property
type for which comprehensive documentation of extant examples may be the first priority.

Traveler Lodging

Historical Context

Lodging for motorists in the early 1900s was still traditionally situated in downtown districts
in close proximity to train depots and other public transit. The Automobile Club of Seattle
Tour Book of 1913 lists only downtown hotels and inns for communities in Washington. By
that time, however, these facilities were beginning to advertise their conveniences to auto-
travelers with such phrases as "catering to the Wants and Needs of Automobile Parties,” and
"convenient to Fireproof Garages..." (Hotel St. Regis in Seattle), or "Automobilists"
Headquarters" and "Touring Cars for Hire" (Antlers Hotel in Ellensburg). Despite such
come-ons, downtown hotels lacked certain amenities and informalities which appealed to auto
tourists and would later become available at roadside places of lodging. Travelers frequently
complained of the inconvenience of unloading baggage at the hotel, parking in a garage
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several blocks away, and parading through a public lobby in dusty clothing (Haynor 1931:371).
Women in particular were bothered by the unfamiliar, slightly seedy environment of the small-
town hotel with its cigar-smoking clientele of traveling salesmen.

As travel by private automobile increased, people began to exercise their freedom to simply
camp by the side of the road at the end of a day's drive. Unregulated roadside camping in
farmers’ fields, or at local parks or school grounds became a widespread problem by the end
of World War One. The dilemma was soon resolved in the western states by the establishment
of free municipal auto camps featuring tent sites, parking space, and shower and toilet facilities.
Some auto camps sprouted up on vacant lots near the center of town, other much larger camps
(Denver’s Overland Park accommodated two thousand campers) were created at the edge of
town. The Photomobile Tourist, a road guide blue book published in 1919 in Seattle, described
in glowing terms a number of municipal camps in the state of Washington.

Yakima, for example, a thriving city in the centre of a great fruit farming district, and
the natural stop-over point on the Yellowstone Trail, is devoting some of its tireless
energy to laying out a "rest park.” Grandview, a little city bursting with ebullient energy
of civic youth and business pride, not only lays out its camp for autoists, but erects road
signs whose cheering welcome greets the traveler long before he enters the town. . . .
Olympia’s notice boards on the Pacific and Olympic Highways point with justifiable
pride to Priest Point Park, a spot worth visiting whether you are camping or not. . . .
Tacoma has the inimitable Point Defiance Park, and is laying out still another one for
autoists. Seattle has a dozen or so, between the rival claims of which it is difficult to
choose. A friendly rivalry exists between Chehalis, with its shady camp located on the
Pacific Highway, and the Twin City of Centralia rejoicing in its Riverside Park (The
Photomobile Tourist 1919:12).

The popularity of auto camping soared into the early 1920s as low-cost vehicles came within
reach of every American. To provide some means of screening the quality of campground
clientele, municipalities began to charge a fee for entrance. This in turn encouraged private
operators to enter the auto camp business, leading to the rather rapid demise of municipal camps
(Vinson 1989:22). Private campgrounds competed with one another to attract the auto tourist
off the highway, and soon this included the provision of rudimentary cabins. The idea caught
on. After 1924, sales of camping gear dropped sharply, proving auto camping to have been a
passing fad (Belasco 1979:129). Cabin camps were embraced as an informal, affordable, yet
private alternative to tent camps or downtown hotels. Since most tourists continued to provide
their own bedding and cooking equipment, campground cabins themselves were sparsely
furnished, one-room shelters with no indoor plumbing or insulation.

In the interwar years, as auto touring and traveling increased, roadside lodging continued to
evolve. Cabin camps were rapidly improved as more and more enterprising individuals and
husband-wife teams realized the profit potential of operating eight to twelve modest cottages for
overnight guests. Along with physical improvements in site plan and construction quality came
the gradual replacement of the term "camp" and "cabin,” with "tourist court,” "cottage,"” "motor
court,” and "lodge” (Belasco 1979:147). In these new, tidier complexes, detached cottages in
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thematically-related styles were typically arranged in various configurations around a court, with
individual covered shelters for parking. By the early 1930s, interior finishes and furnishings
became an important selling point for each tourist court. Sociologist Norman Haynor, in a 1930
study entitled "Auto Camps in the Evergreen Playground,” described a typical tourist cottage
interior:

The main room was equipped with a good bed (bedding could be rented for 50 cents if
desired), chairs, mirror, and clothes closet. The kitchen was a separate room with an
excellent wood cook stove, running hot and cold water, sink, cupboards, table, chairs,
dishes, cutlery, cooking utensils, and even a line for hanging up dish towels. The bath
was also a separate room and included a flush toilet, wash bowl, mirror, hot and cold
shower. The walls were plastered, the windows attractively curtained, and there was
linoleum on the floor (cited in Jakle 1980:41).

To underscore the comfortable informality of these accommodations, operators dubbed them with
names such as Kozy Kourt, Wigwam Village, the OKeDoak Tourist Court, and Ryde-No-More
Cabins (Liebs 1985:174; Baeder 1982:70, 81, 93).

Tourist courts were immensely popular with the traveling middle-class, increasing in number
nationwide from around 5,000 in 1927 to upwards of 20,000 in 1935. Their growth continued
through the Depression years, despite the hotel industry’s continuing attempts to denigrate them
as nests of crime, immorality, and sub-standard health. The “courters” fought back, becoming
organized in 1937 through the International Motor Court Association, and setting industry
standards for management, service, and aesthetics through their publication Tourist Court
Journal out of Temple, Texas. Tourist courts in the western and southern states were
particularly active in this movement (Belasco 1979:143-164).

It was not until after World War Two that the terms "motor court” and "motel” came into
widespread usage. The origin of the word motel has been traced to the opening of the Mo-T-¢l
Inn of San Luis Obispo, California in 1925. Fifteen years later, in 1940, the Duncan Hines
guide, Lodging for a Night, lists 38 "motels" in California, four each in Arizona and Oregon,
and one (the Lodoro Motel in Olympia) in the state of Washington (Krim 1990:19). Higher land
and construction costs in the post-war years physically transformed the tourist court into the
motel, or motor court, in which individual units were integrated under one continuous roofline,
at first with recessed parking garages between each unit. By 1954, however, industry literature
noted the demise of covered parking: "The traditional concept of providing covered parking
spaces has virtually disappeared. Modern layouts do not provide for this and the motorist seems
content to park his car near his room, even though it is not under cover" (Kane 1954:71).

Motel and motor court construction boomed in the post-war years in response to the population’s
growing auto-mobility. By 1953, there were 50,000 roadside accommodations across America,
and 1211 of these were in the state of Washington. Until the mid-1950s, motels remained
locally-owned, mom-and-pop business with 20 to 30 units, operated with little capital and plenty
of hard work (Kane 1954:1-6).
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The revised Tax Code of 1954 and the Highway Act of 1956 combined to re-structure the motel
industry as never before. In that decade, the Federal interstate highway development emerged
as "one of the most serious threats to the continuous prosperity of many existing courts” (Kane
1954:2-6). The 1954 tax code stimulated widespread new construction, but also allowed
accelerated depreciation in the early years of the motel’s purchase, encouraging ownership turn-
over in eight to ten years when amortization payments become greater than depreciation
allowances. Owners tended to invest little in maintenance and repair, except to cheaply remodel
in the latest style at the time of purchase. Thus, older family motels continued in use, even as
their ability to compete for prime sites at the new freeway interchanges eroded (Jakle 1980:43).

The time was ripe for a corporate invasion. It came in the form of motel chains: referral chains
such as Best Western, franchise chains such as Holiday Inn or Howard Johnson's, and company
owned chains such as Sheraton. Highly capitalized and professionally operated, the motel chains
built "motor inns," two-story structures with 150 to 300 rooms. The motor inns tended to be
more luxurious accommodations, with swimming pools, dining rooms, and enlarged public
lobbies. Corporate owners sought instant brand-name recognition, relying on familiar
architectural forms and standardized signage (Liebs 1985:185-187). Increasingly, roadside
lodging began once again to resemble the traditional downtown hotel. By the late 1960s, motor
inns had fully evolved to "highway hotels,” multi-storied structures with all the amenities and
formal public spaces of the downtown hotel, now made entirely auto-convenient and accessible.

Physical Form and Function

Approximately 166 roadside lodging facilities were recorded in the present inventory (Table 6).
From these, five distinct property types defined by period, location, spatial organization, and
form can be identified.

Downtown Hotels: Downtown hotels and inns were built from the 1880s through the 1920s in
proximity to train depots and other public transit connections in the central business districts of
cities, towns, and villages. Many were located along major through-routes and thus catered to
auto-travelers, although few were designed to accommodate the care or servicing of motor cars.
Downtown hotels followed the Main Street formula of zero setback from the street. A notable
variation occurred in small communities where expansive residential-style structures served as
wayside inns situated close in to downtown, yet set back across a front yard. Hotels and inns
varied greatly in scale and degree of pretension, depending upon the size of the community. All
were multi-storied, integrated into a single, compact floor plan, and most constructed of load-
bearing masonry or wood-frame.

Hotels and inns fell into one of two categories of architectural type: commercial , or residential.
Whether modest or grand, commercial-style hotels sought to fit within the downtown pattern of
store-front, windowed intermediate stories, and dominant roofline. Residential-style inns sought
to emphasis their domestic character with broad covered porches and homey details. Both
applied currently-fashionable exterior architectural trappings. Downtown hotels emphasized
public spaces, with lobbies, sitting rooms, and cafes or restaurants on the ground floor, and
relatively wide corridors leading to cramped sleeping rooms on the upper floors. Exterior
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signage was often limited to wall signs, marquee signs, or hanging signs, although larger mid-
city hotels later erected electric or neon roof signage.

Downtown hotels and inns were identified only in a cursory fashion in the inventory due to their
more tenuous connection to highway commerce. Some notable examples of this property type
include: the Waterville Hotel on Central Ave. in Waterville (NE2-16), a two-story brick
structure with Tudor Revival roof configuration and detailing; the 1925 Caribou Motor Inn on
Queen St. in Okanogan (EC3-23), with its interior dining room, lobby, and retail shops; and
the Moore Hotel on Second Ave. in Twisp (EC7-03), a 1904 gambrel-roofed boarding house /
hotel serving travelers in the remote Methow Valley.

Cabin Camps: Cabin camps evolved from the popular roadside auto camps of the 1910s and
1920s. Most often they occurred at the rural edges of the city, but in small towns they sprang
up on vacant lots close in to downtown. The camps were informally organized, often with
tenting sites mixed in. The cabins, usually no more than twelve in number, were haphazardly
arranged in clusters or in simple rows., Cars were parked out-of-doors at each cabin site.

Early cabins were built for seasonal use only, one-room shelters with screened openings, without
plumbing or insulation. Interior finishes and furnishings were Spartan. Some were wired for
a single electric light fixture. Cabin camps typically catered to many traveler needs, providing
a public bath house, gas pumps, a grocery, and perhaps a public kitchen or laundry. Some
featured roadside attractions such as dancing bears, peacocks, or monkeys. Auto and cabin
camps were well-signed, often with overarching signage at the entrance.

Because of their fragile construction and the economic need for upgrade, no surviving examples
of cabin camps in Washington were located in the present inventory. It is possible that isolated
examples of first-generation cabins remain tucked away in the comers of more fully-developed
tourist courts.

Tourist Courts: Tourists courts, the formal successors to cabin camps, proliferated in the
1920s, 1930s, and early 1940s along approach roads into towns and cities, in resort areas, at
crossroads villages, and in commercial oases along trunk highways. Tourist courts were
designed complexes featuring individual overnight cottages arranged in rows, in crescent shapes,
or in U-configurations around central courts. Although highly visible from and accessible to the
highway, tourist courts were often set back and surrounded by informal landscaping with a
home-like appeal. The complex as a whole came to resemble a tidy village. Covered parking
was provided in garages attached to each individual dwelling. After 1940, cottages tended to
be strung together with covered parking between each unit. Like cabin camps, tourist courts
offered a variety of services to motorists, including simple restaurant fare, groceries, and
gasoline. These separate structures were prominently located toward the front of the property
along the highway. Signage increasingly took the form of pole signs, often neon on metal,
situated at road’s edge.

Tourist court cottages were of more durable, all-season construction, and most included several
rooms and indoor plumbing. Exterior architectural treatments varied widely, with regional
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themes, fantasy themes, and cozy domestic themes achieving greatest popularity. The owner's
living quarters and office stood nearest the gateway to the complex and, along with the pole
sign, established its visual theme. Cottages featured exterior amenities such as porches, shutters,
and window boxes. Interior amenities such as indoor bathrooms, kitchenettes, pine paneling,
and linoleum flooring became the norm, along with cheerful, homelike furnishings such as
curtains, bedside lamps, rugs, and pictures.

A number of significant but dwindling examples of the tourist court property type were identified
in the inventory, among them: the Pines Motel on W. Fourth in Deer Park (NE!-1), a 1920s
complex of ten individual cottages, five now connected to one another around a courtyard; the
Valley Cottage Motel just off US 2 in Dryden (EC3-58), a grouping of six 1940s cottages left
stranded by the realignment of the highway; Maywood Lodge on N. First St. in Yakima (EC3-
62), a well-maintained U-shaped complex of post-war cottages with individual recessed garages;
a late 1920s tourist court on Division St. in Cashmere (EC3-52), tucked away at the edge of
town on the banks of the Wenatchee River and now converted to low-income rentals; and the
Evergreen Court on SW Sixth Ave. in Camas (SW2-2), a 1920s courtyard complex of detached
cottages with gabled porticos and arched entries, complete with grocery and service station.

Mountain Lodges: Mountain lodges were built on primary east-west routes through the Cascade
Mountains concurrently with the improvement of these highways in the 1920s, 1930s, and
1940s. Although these lodges catered to outdoor recreationists, their proximity to the highway
also allowed them to serve passing motorists en route to distant destinations. Such lodges were
of two or more stories, constructed of logs and stone, with steeply pitched roofs to shed the
winter snows. Often the property offered cafe dining, gasoline sales, groceries, and overnight
accommodations in the lodge itself and/or in individual cabins.

Lodges were designed with rustic charm appropriate to the mountain setting. Interiors included
a ground floor dining room, a lobby, and perhaps a gift shop area. Upper floors contained
sleeping rooms and employees quarters, sometimes ranged around an open balcony.

Four mountain lodges were recorded in the inventory, these being: the Naches Tavern/Lodge
on SR 410 at Greenwater en route to Chinook Pass (PS4-018), with auto garages to the rear and
a distinctive neon and metal marquee sign attached to the facade; the Elk Ridge Lodge on SR
410 at Nile (EC4-03), featuring a half-log lodge building as well as detached cabins and gasoline
pumps; the 1930s Rustic Inn about ten miles east of Snoqualmie Pass off old US 10 (I-90), still
retaining an open central lobby with stone fireplace and balcony bedrooms; and the Mineral
Springs Lodge on US 97 south of Blewett Pass (EC3-01), with its rustic stone base and ground-
floor restaurant.

Motels: Motels or motor courts were constructed in great numbers in the 1940s through the
early 1960s on approach roads into cities and town, along early bypass routes, and in resort
areas. Many motels were created from remodeled tourist courts. The salient feature of the
motel was its integrated roofline; i.e., all room units were encompassed under one roof. Motels
were of a single story, with an average of 20 units arranged in a straight line, an L-shape, or
a U-shape. Owner’s residence, office, and coffee shop were often included within the
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integrated design. Well into the 1940s, a good number of motels also featured an area for
gasoline sales. As a carry-over from the attached tourist cottage-with-garage form, early motels
usually provided recessed garages between room units. By 1960, most of these garages had
been enclosed to increase interior space, creating flush facades and eliminating covered parking.
Motels were typically of concrete block, brick, or wood frame construction with clapboard or
stucco exterior finish.

Building design returned to a more functional, utilitarian nature in line with post-war modernism
and building material shortages. Signage exhibited the motel’s chosen stylistic motif far more
boldly than building exterior. Motel pole signs at road’s edge became wildly competitive
advertisements, with mimetic forms and multi-colored messages in pulsating neon. Sometimes
neon was applied to the building as well. Room interiors remained limited in size, but
standardized with "new" and "modern"” features. A typical motel room was fully furnished with
a double bed with box spring and innerspring mattress; night stands with lamps, radio, and
ashtrays; a writing desk complete with stationery; wall-to-wall carpeting and venetian blinds.
The bathroom was separate and complete with tile shower, plastic shower curtain, toilet, sink,
and accessories. Kitchenettes were popular where there was no competing coffee shop within
the motel.

A large number of extant motels, many of them still in operation, were identified in the
inventory. Among the most interesting and instructive of the early examples are: the Swiss
Village Motel on Fruitvale Blvd. in Yakima (EC4-13), consisting of an early 4-unit building with
garage recesses and a later 8-unit integral roof building across the courtyard; the Ranch Motel
on Lewis Rd. in Spokane (NE1-24), an example of early Spartan-like units with recessed
carports between; the Hi-U Motel at Basin St. and Seventh Ave. in Ephrata (NE5-8), a
complex with greater architectural refinement continuing the recessed garage design; and the
Bonita Auto Court on E. First Ave. in Cle Elum (EC2-18), an excellent and very early (late
1930s) example of a U-shaped integral-roof motel with recessed carports, all in the Mission
Revival style.

Later examples of the motel as a well-defined property type are also numerous and include: the
Holly Motel on Martin Way in Olympia (PS1-233), a complex of 39 wood shingle-sided units
arranged around a landscaped courtyard, with an imposing late 1950s pole sign; the Starlite
Motel on N. Fourth in Pasco (SE1-29), a typical large, L-shaped building of concrete block with
a rakish 1960s neon rooftop sign above the office; and the Avenue Motel on N. Wenatchee
Ave. in Wenatchee, an unusual crescent-shaped building of concrete, scored to resemble brick.

Motor Inns: Motor inns, motor lodges, and motor hotels appeared throughout the 1960s at
freeway interchanges, near commercial city centers, and at airports and destination resorts.
Motor inns were generally two-story structures, or a complex of structures, oriented around a
central courtyard. Landscaped sites focused on a swimming pool were common. Parking
occurred in spacious lots conveniently situated close to each unit. Most frequently, rooms were
placed back-to-back using center-core construction, with a utility core running behind each unit
and the bathrooms of every four units grouped at intersecting corners. Multi-story inns typically
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comprised 150 to 300 rooms on sites where only 50 to 60 rooms would have been possible
earlier.

Motor inns were usually architect-designed in contrast to the earlier family-owned motels.
Architectural design was generally subordinate to the overall corporate image projected by
signage, colors, and an exterior appliqué of style. Depending upon location, clientele, and price
range, motor inns could project a luxurious or a modest but comfortable image. Interiors
featured expanded public spaces such as spacious lobbies, full-scale dining rooms, cocktail
lounges, and sometimes meeting rooms. Guest rooms became larger and even more reliably
standardized with luggage area, dressing room separate from bath, queen-sized beds, sitting area,
and sliding doors to a patio or balcony overlooking landscaped grounds.

Motor inns were identified in a less comprehensive fashion in the inventory due to their distance
from the priority time frame of pre-1945 resources. A few that have been recorded are: the
City Center Motel on Aurora Ave. in Seattle (PS1-064), an early 1960s two-story motel faced
with stucco and z-brick, featuring a neon sign with Space Needle imagery; and the Pasco Travel
Inn Motel on Lewis St. in Pasco (SE1-26), a complex of two-story concrete block buildings
arranged in an L-shape around a swimming pool.

Observations on Integrity

As a category, resources pertaining to roadside lodging in Washington were well-represented in
the inventory, second only to service stations. Modemization to remain competitive in the
market has apparently been as pressing for lodging as for roadside restaurants. Alteration in the
form of routine maintenance, and more dramatically in the form of remodeling under new
ownership is common. Such updates still appear to be a viable alternative for early motels, in
particular.

Tourist courts are clearly the most threatened as a property type due to their inherent fragility
and greater age. Some tourist courts have been converted to permanent low-income rentals, as
have some early motels; other than that, there appear to be few successful adaptive uses. A few
remain in business owing to favorable location in recreational areas, and/or to successful
updates. Layering of forms is observable at many properties where tourist cabins were
combined under an integrated roof, or motels with original recessed garages were later enclosed.
Some properties consist of a cluster of tourist cottages, with a later single-story motel building,
and a still-later two-story motor inn, or some other instructive combination of types.

Research Issues

Tourist courts of the 1920s and 1930s, and first-generation motels from the 1940s are worthy
of further investigation and evaluation. While the evolution of form for these property types has
been fairly thoroughly researched, the story of Washington’s tourist court/mote! industry has not.
A rich source of information not yet fully scrutinized are the auto tour "blue books" published
by various organizations, oil company brochures and maps, and other motorist ephemera.
Documentation of the inventoried resources (historic names, dates, ownership and operations
data) is a top priority, followed by an exploration through primary source materials of other
tourist courts and motels that once served early alignments of the state’s highways.
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Roadside Entertainment

Historic Context _

Wayside attractions from petting zoos, to curio museums, to miniature golf courses sprouted up
along the American roadside in the 1920s and 1930s, The most prominent form of roadside
entertainment to flourish along highways in the early automobile era were drive-in theaters.
Unlike gas stations, restaurants, and motels, the drive-in theater emerged from a single prototype
and remained essentially unchanged in form and function for over 50 years (Liebs 1985:153).
The drive-in theater was invented and patented by Richard Milton Hollingshead of Camden, New
Jersey, in 1932, the product of his backyard experimentation. The opening of Hollingshead’s
own 336-car "Automobile Movie Theater” in a roadside field outside Camden was quickly
followed by similar operations in Galveston and Los Angeles. Fierce patent battles ensued,
slowing the expansion of what, by 1938, came to be known in the theater industry as "ozoners"
(Segrave 1992:1-4, 18-20).

Drive-ins had certain problems inherent to their outdoor setting: variable weather, late starts
in the summer season, insects, traffic circulation, bad sight lines, and poor sound amplification.
Some of these were partially alleviated by technology and design during the first decade.
Other problems, like the tenacious opposition of indoor theater operators, and the unavailability
of first-run films, continued to hamper the ozoners throughout their life-span. In the early years,
drive-ins typically hired many employees including uniformed ushers, windshield attendants,
refreshment stand workers, and ticket takers. The popularity of the drive-in increased as
customer amenities expanded, until, by mid-1942, some 95 drive-ins were in operation in 27
states (Segrave 1992:1-4, 32-33).

After World War Two, drive-ins entered a golden age which lasted some fifteen to twenty years.
This heyday coincided with the blossoming of America’s love affair with the car, with the baby
boom, and with a new "come as you are" informality in family entertainment. While drive-in
picture quality remained universally low, sound amplification was vastly improved with the
widespread installation of in-car speakers with volume control, developed by RCA in 1941.
Attendance soared as operators added more elaborate attractions and activities - kiddie
playgrounds, pony rides, dance floors, kennels, laundry service, bottle warmer stations, mobile
food service, full-scale cafeterias, lawn chairs for walk-ins, and pre-show fireworks (Liebs
1985:157-158). An evening at the drive-in with pajama-clad children in tow, became a popular
summertime ritual for many families who would not ordinarily consider the expense and
formality of an indoor theater. In fact, while box office proceeds declined for indoor theaters
in the late 1940s, ozoners enjoyed increasing patronage until, in 1952, drive-in attendance
exceeded that of conventional theaters. By 1955, some 3,700 drive-ins were thriving across the
country (Segrave 1992:33, 37).

Drive-In theaters were not a phenomenon of the western states as such, although California
boasted some of the earliest. Washington State had sixteen ozoners by 1948, in comparison to
California’s 44, and Oregon’s three. Washington’s drive-in industry experienced slight decline
in the early 1960s, expanded again through the late 1960s, and peaked at 71 theaters in 1972.
By 1987, however, that number had plummeted to 24 (Segrave 1992:233).
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The dectine of the drive-in theater as an entertainment form began with a sudden drop in the
early 1960s. Some states, like Washington, experienced a brief resurgence with new
construction in the late 1960s. But the trend was unmistakable by the late 1970s. Many ozoners
were almost thirty years old and sorely in need of capital improvements, yet the traditional
family customer base had been permanently eroded. Operators did all that they could to keep
their businesses afloat. The first amenities to go were the kiddie playgrounds, now an enormous
insurance liability, followed by other pre-show extras. Further attempts to survive included
multi-plexing and switching from family fare to "R" and "X"-rated films.

Many factors contributed to the drive-in’s demise, not the least of which was the end of
America’s fixation with spending time in increasingly smaller, less comfortable cars. One
significant reason for decline was the inexorable growth of cities, absorbing the old approach
strips of the 1920s through 1960s, pushing land values higher and higher, and leaving large lots
vulnerable to redevelopment where roadside miniature golf courses, amusement parks, and drive-
in theaters once flourished. Small town drive-ins simply languished, falling victim to rising
maintenance costs and dwindling patronage (Liebs 1985:166-167).

Physical Form and Evolution
A total of 12 roadside entertainment resources were identified in the present inventory (Table
7). All of these were examples of a single property type, the drive-in theater.

Table 7. Roadside Entertainment - Inventory Entries by Category and Property Type.

[Deiveln Theates ]
NE1-26 NES-9 NEé6-11 NE6-23
EC1-21 EC3-57 EC3-80 EC4-15
PS1-133 PS1-154 PS1-215 PS5-006
Total 12

Drive-In Theaters: Generally constructed between the years 1935 and 1965, drive-in theaters
shared certain basic physical components. The essential elements included an open field along
side 2 highway, a screen and screen tower, a projection booth, and earthen berms radiating out
in a semi-circle. Design modifications occurred prior to World War Two. Screens were faced
away from the highway and were angled downward for distortion-free viewing. Longer
approach roads past ticket booths averted traffic tie-ups on the highway , and drive-over ramps
within the amphitheater allowed improved interior circulation. Snack bars and restrooms,
situated at the base of the projection booth, soon became standard, as did perimeter fencing to
discourage non-paying patrons .

The post-war years led to more elaborate expressions of site design and architectural style.
Theater architects were commissioned to design some of the larger urban drive-ins. The
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backside of the screen tower often functioned as the major visual component of the complex as
viewed from the exterior. It was treated with finishes, colors, and detailing typical of period
roadside commercial architecture (in Art Deco, Streamline Moderne, or Exaggerated Modern
styles). Bright neon signage and over-sized mimetic images served as advertising. Double-sided
attraction boards at highway’s edge echoed the materials, styling, and imagery of the screen
tower. The interior of the complex was more purely functional, with flat-roofed service
buildings of wood frame or cement block. Amphitheater size increased until drive-in capacity
peaked at 3000 cars in the mid-1950s. Cinemascope screens replaced original, smaller screens
in the 1950s, although some merely added wings to either side of the screen tower. Pre-
fabricated, free-standing screens without highway-side decoration went up in the 1960s.

Among the best surviving examples of Washington’s drive-in theaters identified in the inventory
are: the West End Drive-In Theater on Garden Springs Road in Spokane (NE1-26), with its
early wood-frame screen and canted-front snack bar with upper deck (now closed); the Vue
Dale Drive-In on the Malaga-Alcoa Road in Wenatchee (EC1-21), still in operation with a
distinctive neon and metal pole sign, original ticket booth, and pink and gray color scheme; the
Valley Six Drive-In at D St. and Auburn Way in Auburn (PS1-133), an operating complex of
six screens arranged around a central snack bar and projection booth; and the Skyline Drive-In
on SE Brewer in Kamilche (PS5-006), a well-maintained rural theater still in operation, with a
distinctive totem pole theme.

Observations on Integrity

As resources far less commonplace than gas stations or restaurants, drive-in theaters in
Washington are truly an endangered species. Most of the drive-ins identified in the inventory
(8 out of 12) were abandoned, and some of their sites already partially redeveloped. Most of
those no longer in operation had lost one or more of their key character-defining elements, such
as the screen or projection booth. Some drive-ins located had lost too many elements to warrant
inclusion in the inventory at all. Others, depicted on current USGS maps, proved to have quite
recently fallen victim to redevelopment. One hopeful note is that drive-ins were not always
constructed along major highway corridors, so it is possible that more still survive along
secondary country roads, particularly in smaller communities where development pressures have
so far remained less intense.

Research Issues

So few drive-in theaters survive across the state that little time remains to study and evaluate the
property type. The economic factors that discourage their continued operation are many and not
likely to disappear. Top priority must be given to documentation and registration as a group,
before any further fall victim to closure and site redevelopment.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Results of the present inventory, and the accompanying ISTEA survey of randomly selected
segments along highway corridors, indicate that historic properties associated with
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transportation on the major highway routes in Washington State have experienced, for the most
part, only inadvertent historic preservation. Because of their locations and functions, those
properties have been subjected to relatively more potentially destructive influences than other
categories of properties, such as residential building stock. Fluctuations in commercial reat
estate values affect the integrity of historic buildings situated along popular travel routes perhaps
more profoundly over time than any other single factor. Other elements affecting properties
include technological changes in modes of transportation; construction of freeways and other
roadways bypassing older routes; changes in behavioral patterns of the traveling public,
including consumer preferences; demographics; industrial growth, decline, and diversification;
politics; and the natural elements themselves. It could be said that historic transportation-
associated properties are an endangered species.

And yet surprisingly intact examples of character-defining property types still exist along what
were the state’s major highway corridors, and presumably along streets and secondary roadways
not examined for the present study. Documented in this report are examples of 22 property
types grouped within 5 categories of transportation properties. Perhaps more categories and
types exist, possibly on other streets and roadways.

Significant property types examined in this study include vehicle dealerships, which appear to
have experienced a relatively high survival rate. Many Downtown and Early Auto Row
businesses have been converted to other uses, but nevertheless survive in recognizable forms.
Depression-era dealerships have been less adaptable, or are perhaps less recognizable in
remodeled form, as are Post-War dealerships. The relatively few intact examples of the
Streamlined Moderne or of the Exaggerated Modern-style dealership that survive are significant.

The evolution of interior spaces in pre-World War Two dealerships in response to changing
automobile styles and economic conditions would be a worthy study. Second-story spaces in
Downtown dealerships of the 1910s and 1920s could be examined as part of a study of that
property type. Early auto rows in Spokane, Seattle, and other larger cities could become the
focus of a National Register Multiple Property Documentation (MPD), with selected property
types identified for development of registration requirements. Auto-marketing strategies
reflected in the Depression-era modern dealerships, with their spacial and aesthetic innovations,
appear to promise especially rewarding research.

Automotive service facilities are particularly vulnerable to serious alteration. They seem almost
to be barometers of change in transportation, technology, marketing, and a host of demographic
and sociological trends. Those building types also tend to be extremely adaptable for uses other
than for what they were originally constructed. Curbside pumps and "house" gas station types
are rare and endangered. Bay and oblong box service stations are more numerous, many having
been converted to convenience stores, repair shops, used car dealerships, and the like. Small
box gas stations survive as new businesses, often used car sales lots. Auto repair garages appear
to have survived more or less intact, their function having remained constant over the years.

Determining original corporate affiliation of pre-World War Two gas and service stations in
Washington should be a necessary first step in further investigation and analysis of those
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property types. Various oil companies introduced their own station designs into the state, and
pattern book designs were used for prefabricated stations. Compilation of that information will
help in the further identification and interpretation of the property types, perhaps in an MPD
format.

Independently owned highway dining establishments pre-dating the encroachment of corporate
"chain” restaurants in Washington prior to 1965 appear to have a relatively low survival rate.
Some independent restaurants along older roads often retain their original, distinctive signage,
although they may no longer be operating. Generally, food stands, roadside cafes, and drive-ins
survive only after extensive remodeling, often to provide indoor seating. Highway coffee shops
of the 1950s and early 1960s can sometimes still be identified by their hard-to-disguise
Exaggerated Modern features. A study focusing on the connection between these and other
highway dining properties and the historical development of the highway corridors upon which
they are located would enhance understanding and predictability of occurrence of the various
related property types. Because of their fragile nature and endangered status, drive-ins should
probably rate the highest priority for comprehensive documentation, perhaps in an MPD format.

Although remodeling and modernization are the rule rather than the exception among old motels,
tourist courts are the most threatened property type in the Traveler Lodging category. Some
tourist courts have been converted to low-income housing, as have some early motels. Others
have disappeared entirely, victims of more profitable developments along popular roadways.
While the evolution from tourist courts to modern motels is known elsewhere, it is not well
documented with representative properties in Washington. Multiple MPDs focusing on
individual stages of lodging development, using contemporary trade publications, would yield
the greatest return in understanding this important phenomenon statewide.

A common sight along all roadways is the video rental outlet operating out of a former gas
station. Therein lies part of the reason drive-in theaters have become the dinosaurs of our time.
So few remain intact and operational that only a dozen were inventoried in the present study.
Of course, drive-in theaters along secondary roadways still exist; some, like the Country Drive-
In Theater at 4309 W. Nob Hill Blvd. in Yakima, are in excellent condition. But for how much
longer is anyone’s guess. Before their complete extinction, this unique form of roadside
entertainment should be documented, with their full sociological importance examined in detail.

As is apparent in the results of the present inventory, the sheer variety of historic properties
associated with transportation virtually defies in-depth analysis in a single document. Numerous
studies, perhaps in the National Register’s MPD format, would be required to encompass all
property types. MPDs comparing two or three types, and in some cases an MPD focusing on
only one property type, such as tourist courts or early motels, would yield the most beneficial
results.
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Appendix 1. Historic Transportation Properties Inventoried.
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Appendix 2. Photographs of Historic Transportation Property Types.
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Example of the Tourist Court Property Type: Pines Motel, Deer Park, WA.
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NE1-01. Roll 80/Neg 2.
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Example of the Motel Property Type: Swiss Village Motel, Yakima, WA. EC4-13. Roll 96/Neg 33.

Example of the Downtown Hotel Property Type: Hotel Waterville, Waterville, WA. NE2-16. Roll 35/Neg 7.
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Example of the Drive-In Theater Property Type: Valley "6", Aubum, WA. PS1-133. Roll 73/Neg 1.
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Example of the Drive-In Restaurant Property Type: Seattle, WA, PS1-60. Roll 64/Neg 20

A2. 4




5 Ui g : R e

Example of Highway Dining Walkup Property Type: Tere’s Family Style Drive-In, Kent, WA, PS81-123. Roll 72/Neg 12,
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Example of the Downtown Highway Dining Property Type: Saddletree Cafe, Cashmere, WA, EC3-54. Roll 94/Neg 27.
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Example of the Highway Coffee Shop Property Type: Mel’s Diner, Yakima, WA. EC3-64. Roll 97/Neg 17.
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Example of Post-War Auto Dealership Property Type: Osborne-McCann Cadillac, Tacoma, WA. PS1-190. Roll 11/Neg 18.

Example of Depression Era Auto Dealership Property Type: Mell Chevrolet/Qlds, Shelton, WA. PS5-011. Roll 16/Neg 20.
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Example of Downtown Auto Dealership Property Type: Ford/Phillips 66 Service Station, Harrington, WA, NE5-17.
Roll 37/Neg 18.
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Example of the Small Box Station Property Type

Example of the House Gas Station Property Type: No Name, Wenatchee, WA. EC15-18. Roll 93/Neg 27.
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: Morrow Used Cars, Sunnyside, WA, EC6-08. Roll 99/Neg 5.
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Example of the Oblong Box Station Property Type: Lovestone Motors, Spokane, WA. NE-017. Roll 77/Neg 8.
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