
Michael Houser, State Architectural Historian – Feb 2017 



MID CENTURY TEST 

Go to: Kahoot.it 

Stay tuned… 
I will give you  

Pin Number 



R
U

LE
 

THE 



Historic Properties 
1966 - 1916 



Historic Properties 
1966 - 1967 



National Register Nominations 
By Built Date 
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Trend: Drastically decreasing number of post WWII listing.  Shows the 

need to focus on listing post WWII resources before they are lost. 

50 year cut-off 

as of 2017 = 

1967 

WWII - 1941 



Everett Register Nominations 
By Built Date 
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50 year cut-
off as of 2017 

= 1967 

WWII - 1941 



Claremont Neighborhood  
Context/ Inventory 
-2014 & 2016 



Harold W. Hall House 

4630 Mermont Dr. 

Architect: 

Harold W. Hall 



Harold W. Hall 
Architect 

1941 



Everett’s Mid-Century Architects 
Aehle, Norman G.  University of Washington  1951 

Bacon, G.W. 

Berg, Donald Lee  University of Washington  

Botesch, Harry E.  University of Michigan, Cranbrook Academy  

Brown, Robert J. 

Bryant, John C. Jr.  University of Oregon  1941 

Butterfield, Robert  Cranbrook Academy  1946 

Champion, Robert W. University of Washington  

Dykeman, David W. Jr. WSU    1942 

Finch, F.W.   

Fincher, Roger H. Jr. University of Oklahoma  

Frets, Jack E.  University of Oregon, Harvard  1944, 1945 

Graff, William G. 

Graves, Arthur A.  Kansas State University, U of Kansas 1920, 1922 

Haggard, Robert E. WSU  

Hall, Harold W  Washington State University  1941  

Holmes, Harold 

Johnson, William A.  University of Oregon, WSU  1932 

Noblitt, L.E.  Texas A & M  

Ogden, Charles B  University of Oregon  1953 

Tollefson, Howard F.  WSU    1935 

Turner, David   



Robert W. Champion 
Architect 



Robert W. Champion 
Architect 

Paul Hansen House 

- 4702 Baker Dr. 

May 1967 



John C. Bryant Jr. 
Architect 

Charles Westrom House – 

881 Olympic Blvd, 1960 



Harry E. Botesch 
Architect 



William Arild Johnson 
Architect 



STYLE VS. TYPE 

TYPE: is defined by a seemingly simple architectural formula:  

Plan + Height 

STYLE: is decoration or ornamentation that has been put on a 

building in a systematic pattern or arrangement.  But it also 

includes proportion, scale, massing, symmetry or asymmetry, 

and the relationship among parts such as solids and voids or 

height, depth and width. 



MODERN 

MOVEMENT 

Brutalism 

Contemporary 
Deconstruction 

Geodesic Dome 

Shed 
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Populuxe 
Wrightian 

New Formalism 

Solid End Wall 
Post Modern 

International Style 

Mansard 

Neo-Expressionism 
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TERMINOLOGY 

Early American 



McAlester Guide – Bi-Level Split 

Period Catalogue  

High Ranch 

Virginia SHPO – Split Foyer 

City of Pueblo, CO – Bi-Level/Raised Ranch 

Higgins, Indiana – 

Bi-Level 

Washington 

State –  

Split Entry 

 

TERMINOLOGY 



Belvedere Rambler – 1953 

Cape Code Deluxe – 1953 

Full Brick Rambler – 1953 

Nevada Style Ranchette – 1953 

Cutstone Rambler – 1953 

Roman Brick Rambler – 1953 

Century Ramblers – 1954 

Split Level Rambler – 1954 

Ranch Type – 1954 

De Luxe Contemporary Ranch Style – 1954 

Luxury Rambler – 1954 

Low Rambler – 1952 

Brick Rambler – 1952 

Roman Brick Rambler – 1954 

Contemporary Rambler - 1954 
 

Bi-Level – 1951 

Puget Sound Modern – 1948 

Snow White Normandy – 1952 

Ranch Style Rambler – 1952 

Tri-Level – 1952 

Split Entry – 1956 

Ranch Rambler – 1953 

Brick Ranchette – 1953 

Contemporary – 1953 

Snow White Cape Cod – 1957 

Early American – 1957 

Western Rambler - 1956 
 

TERMINOLOGY 



What Style is It? 
Minimal Traditional 



What Style is It? 
Minimal Traditional 

Built: 1900 

Built: 1947 Built: 1928 

Built: 1939 Built: 1891 

Built: 1953 

Built: 1925 Built: 1964 

Review of Wisaard HPIF 



INTERNATIONAL 
1935-1965 

Flat roofs with 

little to no coping 

Windows with 

horizontal muntin 

bars 

Horizontal bands of windows in metal frames 

often wrapping around side elevation Asymmetrical 

elevations 

Little to no ornamentation 

Smooth 

exterior 

surfaces of 

poured 

concrete, 

tile, stucco 

or plywood 

House Seattle, c.1950  

Window and door 

openings are 

typically flush 

with wall surface 

Emphasis on 

volume, rather 

than mass 

Usually 

painted a 

single color, 

representing 

purity and 

clean 

aesthetics 



House at Weissenhof  Le Corbusier, Stuttgart, 

Germany, 1927 

Bauhaus  Walter Gropius, Dessau, 

Germany, 1919-25 

Villa Savoye Le Corbusier 

Poissy, France, 1928-30 

Lovell Health House  Richard 

Neutra, Los Angeles, CA, 1927-29 

INTERNATIONAL 
History 

http://www.arcspace.com/calif/photo/graph/lovh.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=4sCeGPXOWxHTBM&tbnid=ckilPLt1RhsrGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.pinterest.com/pin/354447433142648889/&ei=ratZU7CHKKuQyQGFsoGwAg&bvm=bv.65397613,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHpadN7mMrKaPLAECa0qsSIiBpTig&ust=1398471965014291


Lester Kamlin House Spokane 1940 

Better 

Housing 

Committee 

Model Home 

Spokane 

1940 

INTERNATIONAL 
Model Homes 

Kenneth King House Seattle 1948 



INTERNATIONAL 
Residential Examples 

Hiser & Laura Hansen House 

Aberdeen, 1939 

Dr. Louis Caplan House Seattle, 1941 James & Vena Bryan House  Bremerton, 1941 

Nichols House  Seattle, 1939 



INTERNATIONAL 
Residential Examples 

Apartment  Spokane, c.1939 

Barrett House Seattle, 1937 House  Pullman, c.1941 

House  Spokane, c1939 



INTERNATIONAL 
Everett Examples 

Dr. Ferrell House - 3425 Snohomish, 1941 

Architect:  Howard Toffelson 

Everett Daily Herald – Feb 8, 1941 



Everett Herald – Jan 6, 1941 

O’Donnell House – 629 Hoyt Ave 

Everett Daily Herald  – 1940-41 



WWII ERA COTTAGE 
1935-1950 

Many have octagonal 

window near front door 

Windows with 

horizontal muntin 

bars 

Medium sloped hip roof 

Overall shape is 

square or 

rectangular with 

shallow room 

projections 

Windows placed at the corner and warp 

around two elevations 

Minimal to 

zero 

overhanging 

eaves with 

boxed soffits 

and wide 

frieze boards 

House Seattle, 1941  

Clad in brick,  

clapboard, 

asbestos, 

combed shingles 

or stucco 



Seattle Times, October 1, 1940 

Spokane Daily Chronicle, 

March 23, 1937 

Universal Book of 

Small Homes, 1941 

WWII ERA COTTAGE 
History 

Everett Herald, 1941 

Small 

Homes 

Architectural 

Plan 

Service, 

1937 

Weyerhaeuser 4-Square, 1947 



House  Spokane, c.1946 

House Auburn, c.1947 House  Bremerton, c.1943 

Mary Mason House  Aberdeen, 1945 

WWII ERA COTTAGE 
Residential Examples 



House  Bellingham, c.1946 

WWII ERA COTTAGE 
Residential Examples 

House  Mount Vernon, c.1949 

House  Spokane, c.1949 House  Longview, c.1945 



House  Seattle , c. 1944 

House Everett, c. 1948 House  Monroe , c.1947 

House  Vancouver , 1946 

WWII ERA COTTAGE 
Residential Examples 



MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
1935-1955 

Many have octagonal 

window near front door 

Windows with 

horizontal muntin 

bars 

Low to medium roof pitch 

Minimal eave and 

rake overhang, 

cut close to  

the façade with 

simple cornice 

returns 

Rectanglar or L-Shaped floor plan 

Typical 

detached 

garage 

House  Olympia, 1941  

Small covered 

entry stoop 

Clad in 

asbestos 

shingles, 

clapboard, 

combed 

shingles, 

and/or brick 
Commonly have 

contrasting siding 

in gable ends. 



Seattle Times, January 1, 1937 

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
History 

House  Olympia, 1949 

Vancouver,  1945 

Everett Herald,  1957 



House  Seattle, c1949 

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
Residential Examples 

House  Olympia, 1949 

House  Seattle, c1947 

House  Renton, c1940 



House  Vancouver, c1949 

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
Residential Examples 

House  Enumclaw, c.1946 

House  Ellensburg, c1955 

House  Spokane, c1954 



MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
Residential Examples 

House  Tacoma, c1939 

House  Mount Vernon, c1940 

House  5115 Rucker Ave, Everett 1955 

House  4905 Delaware Ave, Everett c.1956 



RANCH 
Low-pitched roof, 

typically side-gabled, 

cross gabled, or hipped 
Linear, asymmetrical, 

one-story facade 

Moderate to wide 

overhanging eaves 

Attached/built-in 

garage 

Banded and/or 

picture windows 

Small front entry porch 

Sheathed in 

clapboard,  

T-1-11, brick, 

board-n-

batten, or 

any 

combination 

thereof 

1950-1985 

House  Olympia, c.1960  

Emphasis on 

horizontal 

Often designed 

to connect with 

the outside at the 

rear of the 

building 



Plan Books  1960’s 

Seattle Times  

October 19, 

1947 

Sunset Western 

Ranch Houses - 

1946 RANCH 
History 



Types: 

 Tract Ranch 

 Modern Ranch 

 Custom Ranch 

 Chalet Style 

 Colonial Contemporary 

 Spanish Hacienda 

 Western Ranch 

 

Configurations / Types 

City of Fresno, CA - Model 

Types: 

 Transitional Ranch 

 Simple Ranch 

 Semi-Custom Ranch 

 

City of Boulder, CO - Model Virginia - Model 

Types: 

 Ranch 

 

RANCH 



Ranch Styles: 

 Transitional 

 Early 

 Simple 

 California 

 Prairie 

 American Colonial 

 French Provincial 

 Spanish Colonial 

 Los Ranchos 

Progressive  Styles: 

 Contemporary 

 International 

 

RANCH 
Configurations / Types 

Scottsdale, AZ - Model 

Character Ranch Styles: 

 Cowboy 

 Swiss Chalet 

 Polynesian 

 English Tudor 

 Dutch Colonial 

Cottage Styles: 
 Cape Cod 

 Ranch 

Tri-Level Styles: 

 California 

 Character 

Post Ranch Styles: 

 Casita 

 Cottage 

 70s Modern 



Types: 

 Compact Ranch 

 Linear Ranch 

 Linear w/Clusters Ranch 

 Courtyard Ranch 

 Half Court Ranch 

 Bungalow Ranch 

 Rambling Ranch 

 Alphabet Ranch 

 

RANCH 
Configurations / Types 

Georgia - Model 

Style: 

 Contemporary 

 Wright-Influenced 

 Eichleresque 

 Colonial 

 Plain 

 Rustic/Western 

 Spanish Colonial 

 



RANCH 
Residential Examples 

Storybook Ranch/Rustic 

House  Olympia, c.1968  

House  Spokane, c.1963  

House  Everett, c.1960  

House  Tacoma, c.1960 



Cowboy/Western Ranch 

House  Lakewood, c.1968  

House  Everett, c.1963  

House  Vancouver, c.1970  

House  Olympia, c.1967 

RANCH 
Residential Examples 



Asian Inspired Ranch 

House  Spokane, c.1968  

House  Everett, c.1967  

House  Bellevue, c.1970  

House  Connell, c.1967 

RANCH 
Residential Examples 



Wrightian Ranch 

House  Port Angeles, c.1958  

House  Everett, c.1967  

House  Bellevue, c.1960  

House  Vancouver, c.1965 

RANCH 
Residential Examples 



Hacienda Ranch 

House  Lacey, c.1972  

House  Lake Forest Park, c.1969  
House  Kent, c.1970  

House  Kent, c.1967 

RANCH 
Residential Examples 



Early American / Colonial  Ranch 

House  Lakewood, c.1972  

House  Lakewood, c.1965  House  Lakewood, c.1970  

House  Everett, c.1967 

RANCH 
Residential Examples 



Modern Ranch 

House  Aberdeen, c.1965  

House  Everett, c.1958  House  Edmonds, c.1970  

House  Seattle, c.1958 

RANCH 
Residential Examples 



Contemporary Ranch 

House  Edmonds, c.1960  

House  Everett, c.1966  House  Lacey, c.1967  

House  Richland, c.1963 

RANCH 
Residential Examples 



Front door leads to living area 

Applied 

ornamentation 

varies greatly 

Various types of roof forms found 

including front and side-facing 

gables, hip or combination thereof 

Attached 

carport or 

integrated 

garage into 

main floor 

plan 

Three separate 

levels that are 

staggered by a 

partial flight of 

stairs 

Concrete Foundation 

Raised 

basement 

with 

windows 

near grade 

level 

Aluminum 

sliding glass 

windows are 

common 

House  Bellevue, c.1960  

SPLIT LEVEL 
1935-1990 



Raised Rear 

The Classic 

Flying Wing 

Side-by-Side 

SPLIT LEVEL 
Configurations/Types 



Everett 

Herald 

June 15, 

1957 

1964 

SPLIT LEVEL 

Spokesman Review July 13, 1975 

History 

1960 

Tacoma News Tribune 

January 16, 1955 

House  Seattle ,1941 American 

Builder 

October 1953 



House  Kennewick, c.1970  

House  Cheney, c.1965  House  Tacoma, c.1968  

SPLIT LEVEL 
Residential Examples 

House  Bellevue, c.1962  



House  Lynwood, c.1970  

House  Spokane, c.1964  House  Spokane, c.1968  

SPLIT LEVEL 
Residential Examples 

House  Vancouver, c.1962  



House  Lynwood, c.1975 

House  Richland, c.1965  House  Lynwood, c.1964  

SPLIT LEVEL 
Residential Examples 

House  Eatonville, c.1962  



House  1101 Crown Dr., c.1962 

House  427 View Ridge, c.1960  

SPLIT LEVEL 
Everett Examples 

House  3603 105th Place S.1970 

House  c.1968  



SPLIT ENTRY 
1950-1990 

Front door leads to two-story landing halfway 

between two floors, most often centrally located 

Applied 

ornamentation 

varies with high 

use of Colonial 

elements 

Various types of roof forms found 

including front and side-facing 

gables or combination thereof 

Upper level 

contains 

working 

and 

sleeping 

spaces, 

lower level 

has garage 

and living 

area 

Often, upper level 

has projecting 

facade 

Concrete Foundation 

Raised 

basement 

with 

windows 

near grade 

level 

Aluminum 

sliding glass 

windows are 

common 

House  Lynwood, c.1970  



Plan 

Book  

1962 

Seattle Times  October 22, 1950 

SPLIT ENTRY 
History 

Seattle Times  June 13, 1958 

Seattle Times March 31, 1957 

Spokesman Review  June 30, 1968 

Plan 

Book  

1968 



House  Bellevue, c.1968  

House  Olympia, c.1970  
“Riviera” Model Home  Bellevue, c.1958  

SPLIT ENTRY 
Residential Examples 

House  Lynwood, c.1972  



House  Kennewick, c.1965  

House  Richland, c.1975  
House  Seattle, c.1968  

House  Spokane, c.1975  

SPLIT ENTRY 
Residential Examples 



House  Spokane, c.1965  

House  Ellensburg, c.1969  
House  SeaTac, c.1968  

House  Bellevue, c.1968 

SPLIT ENTRY 
Residential Examples 



SPLIT ENTRY 
Everett Examples 

House  9024 Cascadia Ave, c.1966  

House  4819 w Glenhaven Dr., c.1969  

House  5505 Wetmore Ave., c.19795 

House, c.1968  



A-FRAME 
1960-1990 

Often has deep, inset eaves 

Few vertical wall 

surfaces 

Large expanses of glass 

on front and rear gables 

Structure is 

composed of 

wood frame 

which can be 

prefabricated 

Steeply sloping 

roof that extends 

to the ground on 

two sides 

Simple foundation 

Triangular 

shape 

Rectangular 

plan of 1 ½ 

to 2 stories 

tall 

Cabin  Hood Canal, c.1965  

Typical shingle 

covered roof 



A-FRAME 
Dr. Hellyer’s Cabin, Olympia - 1958 

Popular Mechanics  1968 



First United Methodist Church Auburn, 1964 

A-FRAME 
Configurations 

Cabin E  Rimrock Village, Naches 1955 

Reba House  Vancouver, c1974 

Standard, Arched, 

Gambrel, Double 

Standard, Flat Top, 

A-Frame w/Wings, 

Double Gambrel,  

 

Reba House  Vancouver, 1973 

Seattle Times, 

Feb 19, 1967 



Fisher-Price “Play Family A-Frame, 1974-1976 

Popular Mechanics, April 1966 

A-FRAME 
History 

Swedish Woodshed and Horse Stable, 19th Century 

Potlach Forest Industries Homes, 

1962 

Hunting Lodge,  Sweden, 1871 



House  Olympia, c1968 

House  Kennewick, c1964 

A-FRAME 
Residential Examples 

House Vancouver, c.1975 

House  Vancouver, c1978 

House  Olympia, 

c1965 



A-FRAME 
Cabin Examples 

Rec. Cabin Mount Rainier, c.1960 

Rec. Cabin Lucerne, c.1968 

Rec. Cabin Gifford Pinchot NF, c.1965 

Rec. Cabin Benton County, 

c.1970 

Lake Easton Resort  Easton, c.1965 



MEISIAN 
1950-1964 

Rectangular forms that 

stress regularity 

Interior spaces 

are universally 

adaptable 

Modular pattern exposed 

through structural frame 

Extensive use of 

glass walls 

Sheathed in a 

variety of 

materials 

including 

exposed 

concrete, brick, 

stone, vertical 

T & G, T-1-11 

and clapboard 

Roof can be 

hidden by a 

shallow 

parapet 

and/or utilize 

a slab hung 

from external 

beams 

Herbert Gottschalk House Mercer Island, c.1960  

Symmetrical 

design 

Distinct lack of 

exterior 

ornamentation 



MEISIAN 
History 

Seagram Building 

Ludwig Mies van der 

Rohe, New York, 1954-

58 

Crown Hall ITT Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, 

Chicago, IL 1950-56 

Farnsworth House  Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, 

Plano, IL, 1946-50 

Johnson House  

Phillip Johnson, New Canaan, 

1949 



Weeks House   Seattle, 1961 

Cornelius House  Spokane 1951 

House  Seattle, c.1962 Marshall Forest House  Bellingham, 1955 

MEISIAN 
Residential Examples 



Smith House  Hilltop, 1952 

House  Bellevue, 1960 Roe House  Shoreline, 1960 

MEISIAN 
Residential Examples 

Max Patashnik House  Kirkland, 1959 



Architect: Harold Hall; Graves & Dykeman 

MEISIAN 
Everett Examples 

Russell Day House 
436 View Ridge Dr. 

- c. 1953 



House   

510 View Ridge 

- c. 1950 

MEISIAN 
Everett Examples 

Architect: Paul H. Kirk?? 



WRIGHTIAN 
1950-1990 

Oversized mansard roof 

hiding one floor Flat or shallow pitched roof with dentillated 

our outward projecting fascia boards 

Sheathing can 

range from 

horizontal 

wood siding 

to brick, stone 

and/or 

concrete 

block 

Broad deep 

overhanging 

eaves 
Plan 

developed 

using strong 

geometric 

shapes 

arranged in 

distinct 

zones 

Emphasis on 

horizontality 

De-emphasised 

entry 

Stricker House I  Seattle, 1968  

Corner, 

butt 

jointed 

windows 



WRIGHTIAN 
History 

Taliesen Fellowship 1941 

The Natural House 1954 

House Beautiful 

October 1959 



Riley House  Seattle, 1965 

Brandes House  Issaquah, 1952  

Tracey House  Normandy Park, 1955  

Redern House  Seattle, 1962 

WRIGHTIAN 
Residential Examples 



Drumlin Apartments  Tacoma, 1965 

House  University Place, c.1968  

Four Unit Townhouse  Seattle, 1978 

WRIGHTIAN 
Residential Examples 



SHED 
Multiple Single-Slope 

Roofs in different and 

same directions 
Box-Like Asymmetrical Form 

Vertical, diagonal, shingle 

and T-1-11 Siding 

Typically 

1 to 1 ½ 

stories 

tall 

Recessed or 

downplayed entry 

Simple, no-overhang 

eave and rake trim 

Varied 

window 

sizes and 

shapes 

1960-1985 

House  Seattle, c.1975  



Sea Ranch 

Condominiums  

CA, 1965  

House & Garden 

Plans:  

124 Best-Selling 

House Designs - 

1978  

SHED 
History 

House & Garden Plans - 1978  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=YifgZw4HCTKEdM&tbnid=fR2KN-ddea9o2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.searanchgetaway.com/bluff/hideaway.asp&ei=JAVPU57aOcHCywGdhYG4CA&bvm=bv.64764171,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGX2igMO85Krsbb5vZA85GpolLY3w&ust=1397773909632248


House  Mercer Island, c.1978  

House Olympia, c.1975  House  Pullman, c.1976  

SHED 
Residential Examples 

House  Gig Harbor, c.1978  



House  Tacoma, c.1978  

House  Everett, c.1975  House  Spokane, c.1976  

SHED 
Residential Examples 

House  Kennewick, c.1978  



RESOURCE GUIDE 
for further research 



Future Landmarks 



Future Landmarks 



E.A. Nord Co. Headquarters – 300 West Marine View Dr. 

Architect: Robert W. 

Champion & David Turner 

Landscape 

Architect: 

Richard 

Hagg 



E.A. Nord Co. Headquarters – 300 West Marine View Dr. 

Architect: Robert W. 

Champion & David Turner 

Landscape 

Architect: 

Richard Hagg 



MORE STYLES??? 
Contemporary, NW Regional, 

Raised Ranch, Post & Beam, 

Populuxe, Rambler, 

Articulated Frame…….. 

Michael Houser  
State Architectural Historian 

DAHP 

(360) 586-3076 
michael.houser@dahp.wa.gov 
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