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Above: Lummi camp on Whafcom Creék ca1891.
Left: Photo of Frank Hillaire family in traditional Lummi
clothing, taken circa 1915.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.
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Community Development

The town of Bellingham was
incorporated in 1903, the result of
the consolidation of various
settlements that formed around
Bellingham Bay in the 1850s.



View of settlement of “Whatcom” from the water ca 1870s.
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Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.
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View of Bellingham from water circa early 1930s.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



Holly Street was constructed ca 1888 as a viaduct over
the Whatcom Creek estuary, connecting the towns of
Whatcom and Sehome.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



Charles Cissna’s building at the corner of Holly and Prospect Streets, built Photoscourtesy Whatcom Museu.
ca 1900 as the Home Security Savings Bank.



Everything to

Furnish a Home

Serving the People of
Whatoom County
end the Pacific Nosthwest

for Over 65 Yeurs

B B FURNITURE CO.

Easy Payments

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.

The Hamilton Building
was built in 1908 for T.S.
Hamilton’s Bellingham
Bay Furniture Company.
After a fire in 1924 a
water tank and sprinkler
system were added.
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;Robed Men Hold Meeting 1in Heart of City—Have Been
| Organizing Here for Year—Word Admitted to Be Diffi-

cult—Seattle Team to Initiate Fifty, Says Organizer.

TULIP. FESTIVAL CABINET IS
DIVIDED ON K. K. K. PROBLEM:

B

]

MEMBERS THREATEN T0 QUIT

INDWILL STAGE
PARADE

Oity Attorney S8ampley Promi-
nent Member of Organiza-
tion—Women Are In Robes,

KLANSMEN CONVENE|
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The Ku Klux Klan was
active in Bellingham during
the 1920s with offices on
Bay Street.

After being barred from
the Tulip Parade in 1926,
the group held their own
down Holly Street.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.

Bellingham Sheet Metal Works

TIN, COPPER and SHEET METAL WORK
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
Next to American Legion Hall Tel. 488; Res. 1502-W

266 (1929) R. L. POLK & CO.'S

Knapton Wm D (Ruth I) meat ctr h 2712 Kulshan

Knapton Wm N (Emma B) decorator M&McH h 2721 Walnut

Knauf Adelaide (Chuckanut Shell) r Fairhaven Hotel

Knautz Chas F (Jessie M) missionary h 2635 Iron

Knechtel Robt slsmn C P Crum r 1305 Bway

Kneuhman Jos P (Margaret E) linemn CMStP&PRRCo h 3032
Meridian

Knibbs Chas millwkr MMCo h 1506 J

Kniger Geo brklyr r 206 E Chestnut

Knight Allen F (Kelly L) slsmn Northwest Hdw Co h 2724
Ellis

Knight Anna M (wid Frank H) h 2324 Lynn

Knight Arth W (Edith) logger h 2218 H

Knight Carl S (Adeline) lab h 1000% State apt 5

Knight Wm B (Leona J) master mariner h 1211 High

Knights of Columbus Jos Ederer sec meets 8 p m Tuesdays
13181 Bay

Knights of Columbus Club W F Goodman steward 1318%; Bay

Knights of Pythias meet Fridays 8 p m in MWA Hall 1410%
Cornwall av

Knights of Pythias Hall 1208 11th

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan J F Adams sec 209 Long bldg

Knipe Annie Mrs r 1416 W North

Knipe John steel erector r 1416 W North

Knirck Emil E r 1804 Towa

Knisley Lawrance B (Kath S) gen sec YMCA h 701 Garden

Kmtt;l Geo W (Ethel M) comnr Port of Bham h bet 3709 and
3711 Beal

Bellingham
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Construction began in 1892 on the City Hall for the
recently consolidated town of New Whatcom.

The building remained City Hall for the town of
Bellingham from 1903-1939.
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Views of Bellingham’s industrial waterfront
circa the 1920s-1950s

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum. o = 'Sr .
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September 4, 1907 a mob attacked and drove out over two hundred immigrant laborers in
what is now known as the “Sikh Riots.” Images from Collier’s Magazme

LY LTuEYA YWITG, l ——— — —— SURSURG - Competitors. f
CITY OFFICIAL pApER mxu\(.n\\r WABHINGTON, THURSDAY, snvrnlm:nrl 1907 SIXTEENTH YEAR NO 138

HIN@ US HO UNDED FROM GITY

Mob Drn)es Forezgners From Lodgmg Houses and Mills

I'he room in which they were confined by the mob duringe the night

BELLINGHAM HINDUS DISCUSSING THE SITUATION WITH THE SPECIAL DEPUTIES

HINDUS ON THEIR WAY TO THE MILL TO DRAW THE 4 E R N n INDINGS 2 < .
They are under guard of the police after having spent the night at the City Hall as prisoners of a mob IN STRA NGE SCU RROU . CO]ller ,S, Sept 28~ 1907



Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.

Evacuated Local Japanese Board Bﬁs
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The big bus that started Whatcom county Japanese on their way to the Tule Lake assemble center in
Northern California Wednesday received many, of its passengers at the Kenzo Okubo residence, 1406 H ,street.
There several families had assembled their personal effects. The photograph shows the first of them hoarding
the bus for Burlington. There they boarded a train for Tule Lake. Okubo left his home with a “for sale” sign
on the front wall, The government is storing heavy pieces. of furniture and household furnishings for the
Japanese until they return. The Burlington assembly of Japanese from Whatcom, Skagit, San Juan and Island
oounties, totaled ninety-seven, An additional fifty-seven were picked up at Everetf, more at Seattle.— Herald
staff photo. X ¥ ’

Nobuye “Pat” Shima, daughter of
Asajiro and Suye Shima, waiting to
board a bus during the “relocation”
of Bellingham’s resident Japanese-
Americans to internment camps in
June of 1942.




The Cissna Apartment Hotel
was built in 1929 on the
former site of Charles Cissna’s
Fair Department Store.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



The Countryman
Building dates from
1904, when it was
home to

“The Racket”
mercantile store.

In 1924 the building
was updated in
Spanish Colonial
Revival Style with
glazed tile and
stucco.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



Architectural sketch of the Montague and McHugh department store building drawn by
John Graham Sr. The building was constructed in 1927 and later became the Bon Marche.

It has been known as the Crown Plaza building since 1991. W

BELLINGHAM'S SHOPPING CLNTER

The

Revival in Shiny

Black Straws

A Romantic Spring q/ ‘ \

Banked with flowers or gay with sweeping plumes

the Watteau hat distinetly bas a way with it

allant, dashing wa And flattering, 1 i
. » perching as it d toward the {ront |
. . shoving as it doe hining curls
hat for Spring . .. and ery charmin ]
f femirine wiles,

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



Built in 1927, the Mount Baker Theatre was part of a “Metropolitan District” in downtown Bellingham.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.




Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.

Interior views of the Mount Baker Theatre, built in 1927.



B Busry Reom A Visw Resin SN Nl Built in 1929 as the
Bellingham Hotel, the
15-story building was

: L Bellingham’s “skyscraper”

with its impressive tower.

Photo taken in 1932.
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Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.
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BELLINGHAM HOTEL, Bellingham, Wash.




Built in 1908, Bellingham’s downtown Carnegie Library was the second of two
built in Bellingham. The building sat on top of a rocky outcrop of stone, and
subsequent re-grading of streets required the addition of more steps.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.
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The library was demolished in 1953.

Note in the photo at left is a “book
chute” to make moving the libraries
contents easier.

The library was depicted in a mural on
the side of the recently repainted
Crown Plaza building.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.




A view of the leveled site for Bellingham’s Federal building at Magnolia and Dock Streets
(Cornwall Ave) circa 1908.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



Bellingham’s Federal Building began in 1912 and was completed in 1913.The main floor housed
the post office and featured convenient street-level entrances.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



View of train cars on Railroad Avenue near Chestnut circa 1914.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



Bellingham Bay and
British Columbia
Railroad locomotive at
the depot on Railroad
between Chestnut and E
Maple (site of Farmer’s
Market today)

Circa 1891.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.
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Welcome arch across Rallroad Avenue and crowds waltmg for the arrival of the flrst B B B C train, June 1891.



Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.
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Aftermath f the "Gfea‘t Wa;ce Fighf" June, 1891. The building with the
people on the roof is the site of today’s Little Cheerful Café



Built in 1895 the Fischer
Block was originally
home to the Owl
Pharmacy and was
known for years as the
“Medical Building.”

A third story was added
in the 1930s.

& CRAAM. 1™ ReTmic—
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Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



J. BECK, Proprictor Telephone Main 22
THE BECK HOTEL
Gomfort [ — . o  [Fconomy
Jdb A | JO

Eurcpean Plan
Steam Heat S
Cale in . Bar 3
Contextion Connectio
Specidl Rates
nm:i‘«:‘ Given DOCK
Theatrical Cor. Holly
Peogle Streets

Most Centrally LLocated Hotel in the City

Jacob Beck’s Grandview Hotel and saloon, corner of Holly and Dock
Streets (Cornwall Ave) built in 1888 on the “outskirts” of town..

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



Bellingham National Bank Bldg.,
Bp//mgﬂam Wash.

The Bellingham National Bank, built in 1913.
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Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.
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Peltingham National Bank

BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS 8.473.000.00

[ Best modern equipment for the
safety and convenience of is

depositors.

@[ Four per cent interes:on savings.

@[ Safe_Deposit Boxes 10 Rent.

DIRECTORS
VICTOR A. ROEDER, pResinENt . WL '?' muccusu
VIILUAN NcCUSH, vice pResioent F. F. HANDSCHY
F. F. HANDSCHY, casnien GEORGE NOLTE
M. P, JUKES L. P. SANFORD E L GAUDETTE
E D. BATES CHAS.F.NOLTL
ASBINTANT CASNIEAS V. A, ROEDIR




Beck’s Theatre was built in 1902, and later became the American Theater.

The theater was demolished in 1959 to make way for J.C. Penney’s new building.

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.




o Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.
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The Clover Building, erected in 1899 and named for Ella Higginson’s “Four Leaf Clover” poem.
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Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.




Built in 1914, the Liberty Theater
hosted a Charlie Chaplin Contest
in 1921.

K9 4! e f— It was torn down for the parking
L e RN B carage in 1969.
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Vvhatcom Museum

Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum.



The Grand Theater was built in 1912 and
demolished with neighboring buildings in 1971.




View of Citizen’s Dock and City Hall from
Photos courtesy Whatcom Museum. Be"ingham Bay Circa 19205'



