TODAY'S
BETTER SCHOOLS
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Wilkes School, Portland,»Oregon L. E. McCoy, Architect

are built of Wood




Today’s concept of education calls for a
new, more practical type of building. Edu-
cators and parents share the desire to make
each school a place of familiar and pleasant
surroundings which enable youngsters and
teachers to do their best work.

“Bright, spacious, orderly classrooms”
must be so arranged to permit best use of
each area for its intended purpose, and
provide a friendly, home-like atmosphere
with maximum safety for students.

All the requirements of today’s improved
educational plant. are being met by one-
story schools of wood. These modern struc-
tures provide more efficient places for stu-

Broadway School, Longview, Washington « Wolff & Phillips, Architects

MODERN ONE-STORY SCHOOLS OF WOOD

best meet America’s school building needs

dents and teachers to work...are more prac-
tical for communities to build. They are
superior in every way to the space-wasting,
monumental schools of a bygone era.

An ever-increasing number of commun-
ities are finding that wood is ideal for
one-story school construction. From the
standpoint of versatility, economy, speed of
construction and adaptability to individual
community needs, no other building mate-
rial offers so many practical advantages.
Particularly adaptable to school construc-
tion are the West Coast species...Douglas
Fir, West Coast Hemlock, Western Red
Cedar and Sitka Spruce.



SAFETY...

Direct exits at ground level in one-story
construction eliminate the “stampede” danger
so frequently present in the stairways

and corridors of multi-storied schools.

Wasteful and costly exit facilities (stairways and
fire escapes) are eliminated, as is the costly
fireproofing of floors and roofs and the necessary
and expensive enclosure of stairways and vertical
openings. In addition, wood frame construction
is inherently wind and earthquake resistant.

HEALTH...

Because today’s classroom is built and equipped
for them, children have no feeling of frustration,
no feeling of being in an “institution.”

One-story construction makes possible maximum
efficiency in classroom lighting, heating and
ventilation. Noisy units (shops, music rooms,
playrooms) may be isolated from study rooms.
Under such conditions, students and teachers
may concentrate on schoolwork without fatigue.

FRIENDLINESS . . .

Today’s classrooms are large and finished in
familiar wood to provide friendly surroundings
in which children may “learn by doing.”

New school buildings, however, often are kept
small so they will more closely resemble

the home and be less confusing, especially to
young children. Today’s school “belongs”

in a neighborhood of homes.

FLEXIBILITY ...

The one-story school follows a flexible style long
used successfully in home and industrial plant
construction. Simple designs—wood frame
structures without upper floors—make

for remarkable ease of building enlargement.
Classrooms of wood are the easiest to alter
when new requirements must be met. One-floor
construction also offers the advantage of both
side and overhead day-lighting.




WO00D MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS

for good design and sound construction

There are no plan or design limitations when wood is the
construction material. Classrooms, corridors, cafeterias
and gymnasiums can be effectively arranged to best fit indi-
FINGER or 'free’’ type vidual requirements. Shown here are four of the many
school may be extended

easily. Rooms are oriented

to sunlight along a trunk
corridor and its branches.

possible variations, each built readily of wood.

Modern developments in wood trusses and laminated
members make possible exceptionally long spans provid-
ing post-free space for gymnasiums, auditoriums and class-
rooms of any size. Sturdy wood framing is easily designed
to resist wind and earthquake forces. The many possible
variations in treatment of wood exteriors and interiors
assure interesting and individual effects. All these features
of wood construction make possible a sound, well-designed
school building which is a credit to any community.

CAMPUS plan. Classrooms, adminis-
tration quarters, library, other build-
ings are connected only by sidewalks.

CENTRAL CORRIDOR construction. Rooms
are connected to straight-line corridors.
This plan shortens communication lines
between rooms.

DOUBLE WING plan. The classroom
wings are joined, with playroom and
storage room forming the central hub.

Above — TECO metal connectors used in timber trusses make it
possible to span great widths economically and with fuller utiliza-
tion of wood's inherent strength. Below —Today's firm bonding
glues and adhesive processes make possible the lamination of a
number of pieces of lumber into one large structural member.







