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applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.  
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1.  Name of Property  

historic name  Skagit  Salmon Hatchery Building  

other names/site number  Marblemount Hatchery  

2.  Location  

street & number  8319 Fish Hatchery Road   not for publication 

city or town  Marblemount   vicinity 

state  Washington code WA county  Skagit code 057 zip code  98267 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this _X_ nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property    X   meets       does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

       national                  statewide            X  local  

Applicable National Register Criteria 

  X     A                  B            X  C               D 
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 

4.  National Park Service Certification   

I hereby certify that this property is:   

       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           

       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    

       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               

                                                                                                                      

   

  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification   
 

Ownership of Property  
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property  
(Check only one  box.) 

Number of Resources within Property  
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing  Noncontributing   

 private X building(s) 1  buildings 

 public - Local  district   district 

X public - State  site   site 

 public - Federal  structure   structure 

   object   object 

    1  Total  

 
 
 
 

Name of related multiple property listing  
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributi ng resources previously 
listed in the National Register  
 

Historic Washington State Fish Hatcheries (1889-1974)  N/A 
                                             

6. Function  or Use                                                                       

Historic Functions  

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

AGRICULTURE/fishing facility   AGRICULTURE/fishing facility  

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

   

7. Description  

Architectural Classification  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Materials  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

MODERN MOVEMENT: Streamlined Moderne  foundation: CONCRETE 

  walls: CONCRETE 

    

  roof: ASPHALT 

  other:  
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Narrative Description  

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property.  Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if 
necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph  that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, 
setting, size, and significant features.)   

 

Summary  
 
The Skagit Salmon Hatchery (often referred to as the Marblemount Hatchery) is located at the confluence of 
Clark Creek, Jordan Creek, and the Cascade River, all of which drain to the Skagit River. The hatchery is less 
than one mile to the southeast of Marblemount, a small community in the foothills of the North Cascade 
Mountains. The surrounding area is forested, with scattered residential development. At the hatchery itself, 
concrete fish rearing ponds, several staff residences, and a four-bay storage building are within view of the 
hatchery building. 
 
Landscape features surrounding the main Skagit Hatchery Building include contemporary sidewalks that are 
parallel to the west and east elevations. Built as planned a diagonal gravel access road loops around the 
building and incorporates a parking lot between the central, formal entrance on the west side of the building 
and the public entrance to the south of the central entrance. In front of the building is a round planting area 
containing a metal flagpole which appears in historic images as early as 1960. Additional landscaping includes 
small areas of lawn north and south of the central entrance. Shrubs are planted against the front wall of the 
building south of the central entrance. 
 

Hatchery  
 
Exterior  
The building is characterized by its prominent roof, horizontal profile, and symmetrical form. Its footprint forms 
a rectangular core with two wings to the north and south. The main, formal entrance to the building is a central 
porch on the west side of the building. The rear entrance, a garage door, is on the east side of the building 
and, together with the main entrance, forms an access axis through the building. There are two secondary 
pedestrian entrances to the core of the building: one is south of the main entrance (west elevation), and 
another is south of the rear entrance (east elevation). Another garage door on the north wing provides 
additional access on the east elevation. Staff uses these five doors. A sixth doorðthe designated public 
entrance to the buildingðis at the southern end of the west elevation.  
 
The main building is constructed of poured-in-place, reinforced concrete with wood-framed roof truss. Wall 
surfaces are smooth, with inset bands (scoring) that wrap around the building and stout entrance columns. The 
public entrance is framed by curved corners; the remaining corners are at 90-degree angles.  
 
In addition to the scored pattern, the horizontality of the overall form of the building is echoed by bands of 
windows that alternate with a decorative cast concrete frieze of salmon jumping above water just below the 
eave line. Most of these windows are glass block. Some sections of glass block have been replaced with 
ventilation fans, most of which have metal louvers. The exception to the use of glass blocks for these windows 
is three banks of steel-framed windows on the southeastern corner of the southern wing. These sets of 
windows comprise two pairs of alternating fixed and awning sashes each, totaling four lights per window bank.  
 
The steep, hipped roof has a stepped profile, delineating the wings from the core of the building. It is 
characterized not only by its height but also by its pronounced, deep, flared eaves. It is clad in asphalt shingles 
and pierced by six hipped dormers clad in standing-seam, copper roofs. The dormer walls are clad with vinyl 
siding; window units are also vinyl, and three of them have simulated divided lights. The dormer on the 
southern end of the front (west) elevation of the building is not included in the original building plans and is not 
seen in historical photographs. A ventilation cupola, located centrally along the roof ridge, has the same roofing 
and vinyl siding as the dormers. It has wood ventilation louvers. A prominent, brick chimney stack is also found 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900            OMB No. 1024-0018  
    

SKAGIT SALMON HATCHERY   SKAGIT COUNTY, WA 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

4 

 

on the roof ridge of the south wing. It is cruciform in plan. The bricks are discolored but appear to be brown or 
buff colored. At the base of the chimney is an area of textured concrete designed to simulate stonework.  
 
Most original gutters, originally continuous around the building, have been removed or destroyed by heavy 
snow run-off. Many of the downspouts are intact, but feature replacement components. New gutters are 
installed above main entry points and are visibly different in shape and color from original fixtures.  
 
The details for the building entrances vary depending on their status and function. The central entrance on the 
west elevation is set below a deep porch supported by stout oversized concrete columns. It is demarcated by a 
sign in stylized letters: ñSTATE FISHERIES.ò A bronze dedication plaque is mounted to the right with the 
following message: 
 

SKAGIT SALMON HATCHERY 
ERECTED BY THE 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES 

1946  
MON C. WALLGREN ż GOVERNOR 

MILO MOORE ż DIRECTOR 
C.H. ELLIS ż SUPERVISOR OF HATCHERIES 

JENSEN C. CLAUSEN ż ENGINEER 
------ 

H.H. BENEDICT ż ARCHITECT 
ROY N. GAASLAND CONSTRUCTION CO. ż CONTRACTOR 

 
The central door, flanked by glass-block side lites, consists of a solid panel of plywood set within a banded, 
steel frame. The unit is set within a wood-framed wall clad in shiplap. To the right of the main door is a mock-
paneled, residential-style fiberglass door unit set within a side wall. The final door on the west elevation is 
south of the main entrance at the visitor entry. It is set back under the eaves and demarcated by curved wall 
corners. The door unit is hollow-core steel with a single upper light set within a framed wall clad in wood 
clapboard flanked by vinyl side lites. 
 
The rear (east) building elevation has one pedestrian door, a mock-paneled residential-style fiberglass door 
just south of center. The other two doors on this side of the building are vehicular scaled. The central door, set 
within a rectangular concrete arch projection, is an overhead, paneled metal, sectional door. The other rear 
door is on the north wing of the building. It is a pair of wood-paneled, sliding doors set on interior tracks. 
 
Interior  
The interior of the building is divided into zones based on different uses. The core of the building is the 
hatching room. The north wing is a workshop. The south wing has two stories, with the visitor center on the first 
floor and an office on the second floor. 
 
The hatching room is divided into three separate zones. The first zone is the main open area. It has raised 
metal troughs oriented east-to-west. Water pipes are suspended from the ceiling, which are wood framed. 
Lighting is provided by fixed fluorescent units. The floor (slab-on-grade) is poured concrete and shows the 
scars of the previous configuration of troughs and underground water pipes. Partial walls clad in fiberglass 
reinforced plastic (FRP) panels have been erected in the southwestern corner of the room to separate the 
vertical incubation system from the main room. The stacks of incubation trays are served by water piped from 
above the racks. Finally, in the southeastern corner of the hatching room is the former ñcold room,ò which was 
built as part of the original design to store food for the fish. Its walls are poured-in-place concrete with the 
formwork still visible. A large metal door set within a metal frame supplies access to the cold room. Its interior 
walls are set with posts and slats. Today, the room has large freezers along the west wall, but it is otherwise 
dedicated to miscellaneous storage.  
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Above the hatching room is the attic. In this space, the roof trusses are exposed. The roof is composed of 8-
by-10 purlins spanning between trusses that support 2 by 8 rafters. The trusses are made up of 10-by-12 
bottom chords, 8-by-12 top chords, 2 1/8-inch steel tension chords, and 3-by-4 webs connected with metal 
straps. The flooring is 4-by-6 wood planks connected with splines. At the center of the space is a pulley system 
on an I-beam track set above a pair of hinged, wood doors. The pulley system was historically used for loading 
and unloading in the hatching room and cold room. A safety railing has been set around the pulley system. The 
attic space is mostly used for miscellaneous storage. 
 
The workshop in the northern wing is a single volume with shiplap ceiling, poured-in-place reinforced concrete 
walls with visible formwork markings, and a poured-in-place reinforced concrete floor. In addition to carpentry 
equipment, there are built-in woodwork benches in the workshop. Lighting is provided by suspended 
fluorescent units.  
 
The first floor of the southern wing houses the visitor center. This space has painted plaster ceilings and walls 
with polished concrete floors. It contains educational displays. The room is lit by flush mounted schoolhouse 
lamps with glass domes. The stairs to the second floor, furnace room, and only restroom in the building are off 
a corridor that connects the visitor center with the hatching room. The hatchery office is on the second floor of 
the southern wing. It consists of an open room under the gabled roof and a galley kitchen that connects to 
three other rooms currently used for storage. The walls of the office area are clad in mock-wood paneling, and 
the floor is linoleum tiles. The kitchen cabinets are metal with plastic laminate countertops. The spaces are lit 
by flush mounted fluorescent units. 
 
Alterations  
 
Exterior 
 
Historical photographs show that the original exterior finish was raw concrete. Today the exterior walls are 
painted off-white. The salmon friezes were the same color as the walls at least through the 1950s. They are 
now painted silver, green, and blue. Despite the paint, the smooth finish of the poured-in-place concrete is still 
visible.  
 
Most of the roofing has been replaced on several occasions. Original plans called for a shake roof, and 
photographs taken soon after construction was completed suggest that there was a banding pattern every six 
rows. The oldest identified record of a roof replacement dates to 1987. In those plans, the existing materials 
were described as ñfiberglass shingles, felt & wood shakes.ò1 They have since been replaced with asphalt 
shingles. A most recent roof replacement in c. 2016 replaced them like-for-like. Regarding gutters and 
downspouts, some original downspouts remain but there are no original gutters. Currently there are non-
continuous replacement gutters over entrances only. The original 1945/1946 and 1987 plans called for 
continuous gutters, and historical photographs show that they were installed.2 However, most have been 
removed. 
 
Some changes have been made to the cupola and dormers as well. At the time of the reroof in 1987, plans 
noted that existing copper, standing-seam metal roofs on the cupola and dormers would be retained. The 
same material was to be used on a newer dormer at the southern end of the eastern roof slope.3 Framing 
details for this dormer have not been identified, so it is possible that it was originally installed prior to 1987. At 
the time of the most recent reroof (c. 2016), some wood members were found to be rotten in the framing of 
some dormers and the cupola. The decision was then made to clad all dormers and the cupola in vinyl siding. 
 

 
1 Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Capital Asset Management Program (CAMP) 2021, drawing number 

H015862c001. 
2 WDFW CAMP 2021 drawing numbers H015862c001 and H015862c001. 
3 WDFW CAMP 2021, drawing number H015862c001. 
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Finally, there have been some changes to the buildingôs openings. While the original glass block and metal 
awning windows have mostly been retained, some glass blocks were removed to insert ventilation fans. All 
dormer windows have been replaced with vinyl units. Two of the main entrancesðthe front door (west 
elevation) and sliding garage doors (north end of the east elevation)ðare in situ. A recently constructed 
opening has a mock-paneled door just south of the front door. The secondary front entrance, which provides 
public access to the main reception area, has been altered with a hollow-core metal door, vinyl side lites, and 
wood-clapboard siding. The central rear door to the hatching room has also been replaced with an overhead 
sectional door. 
 
Interior 
 
The main hatching room has been modernized in two distinct phases. For the first phase, the original concrete 
troughs4 were replaced with metal-lined fiberglass troughs. Patches to the concrete floor are evidence of the 
changes, which also included removal of the underground pipes. In this phase of modernization, the new pipes 
were hung from the ceiling. The second major change to the hatching room was the installation of vertical 
incubation troughs in the 1990s in the southwestern end of the room.5 This alteration dramatically increased 
capacity. The cold room at the southern end of the hatching room has also been altered as needs for food 
storage changed; it was modified in 1967.6 Within a decade, the hatchery moved to dry feed, and the cold 
room became mostly obsolete.7 It is now mostly empty. 
 
Significant changes were made to the southern wing of the building. The first was in 1953 when the second-
floor bunk room was converted to a 616-square-foot, four-room apartment.8 In 1970, a furnace was added to 
serve the apartment.9 The apartment was later converted into the hatchery offices. The space continues to be 
used as an office today. The second major change was the conversion of the first-floor office into a visitor 
center, presumably at the same time the office moved upstairs to the second floor. The space now houses 
interpretive panels on salmon and the hatcheryôs history as well as a model illustrating how the hatchery 
functions.  
 
 
 
 

 
4 The concrete troughs are shown in original drawings. WDFW CAMP 2021, drawing numbers H015465c001 ï H015465c010. 
5 Stout 2021. 
6 WDFW CAMP 2021, drawing numbers H015681c001 and H015681c002. 
7 Stout 2021. 
8 WDFW Real Estate Services (RES) 2021, Real Property Inventory. 
9 WDFW CAMP 2021, drawing number H015701c001. 
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8. Statement of Significanc e

 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
  

   

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 

 
  

 
 

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

  
B 

 
removed from its original location. 

  
C 

 
a birthplace or grave. 

  
D 

 
a cemetery. 

  
E 

 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

  
F 

 
a commemorative property. 

  
G 

 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Areas of Significance  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

CONSERVATION 

ARCHITECTURE 

 

 

 

 

Period of Significance   

1948 

 

 

Significant Dates  

1948 

 

 

 

Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

 

 

Cultural Affiliation  

 

 

 

Architect/Builder  

William J. Bain & Associates (Architect) 

McKinney, Waldo Emerson (Architect) 

Benedict, Hiram Hudson (Architect) 

Roy N. Gaasland Construction Co. (Builder) 
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Narrative Statement of Significance  (Provide at least one  paragraph for each area of significance.)   

 

The Skagit Salmon Hatchery Building, outside of Marblemount, Washington, is historically significant at 

the local level under Criterion ñAò for its direct association with the growth and development of the 

Washington Department of Fisheriesô in the post-World War II era. Long used by local tribes as an 

important fishery, interest began to coalesce in using the nominated site as a location to help increase 

the quantity of salmon throughout the region. With new advancements in technology and engineering, 

the State Department of Fisheries completed the Skagit Salmon Hatchery in 1948. It was the first state-

run hatchery to be built on the Skagit River and was part of a wave of new hatchery facilities that would 

eventually be built across the state in the immediate post WWII era.  

 

The Hatchery is also historically significant under Criterion ñCò as a resource that embodies the 

distinctive characteristics of its type and period of construction. The hatchery was one of the first new 

fish hatcheries to be built after World War II and broke with the long-standing tradition of constructing 

the main hatchery building from wood; instead utilizing concrete. Designed by architect William J. Bain 

and his associates, which included Waldo E. McKinley and Hiram H. Benedict, the team pulled together 

a unique structure which combined elements of the Streamline Moderne style under a French mansard 

style roof. Two, twin-like structures were built off this main design concept; the nominated building and 

the Dungeness Hatchery building, located in Clallam County, Washington. 

 

The Skagit Salmon Hatchery Building period of significance begins and ends in 1948, the year the 

building was dedicated.18 The nominated building meets the registration requirements as set forth in the 

Historic Washington State Fish Hatcheries (1889-1974) Multiple Property Documentation (MPD) which 

allows for hatchery buildings to be nominated individually despite changes to the rest of the hatchery 

complex. 

 

Early Site History  

The setting of what is now the Skagit Hatchery, at the confluence of the Cascade and Skagit Rivers, 

lies within the traditional territory of the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe (Collins 1974; Suttles and Lane 

1990). The Upper Skagit Tribe are comprised of eleven predecessor bands including the Nuwhaôha, 

Nookachamps, Bsigwigwilts, Bsxwexwehwaô1, Chobahahbish, Sabelxu, Saylayotsid, Shayayotsid, 

Kwabatsabsh, Sahkumehu, and Skaywih. The Sabelxu were the largest of these groups, situated in the 

area near the present-day community of Concrete, and controlled the confluence of the Skagit and 

Baker Rivers. The Kwabatsabsh was the most upriver of these bands, with a winter house at 

Newhalem (Miller 2022). Portions of this territory were also frequented by the Suak-Suiattle Indian 

Tribe, which traditionally inhabited the valleys and tributaries of the Suak and Suiattle Rivers which 

converge with the Skagit River at Rockport. Permanent winter villages along the Skagit River consisted 

of one or more long plank houses each occupied by one or more families (Collins 1980).  

 

Prior to the construction of the hatchery facility the Marblemount locality had historic importance rooted 

in deep time and was a location of active fisheries management by the tribes. As river confluence site, 

they understood the value of the site long before planners at the Department of Fisheries would tap the 

location as an ideal location to build a modern fish hatchery.   

 
18 The Concrete Herald 1947a: 1. 
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A Brief History of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 

The origins of the hatcheryôs development begins with the establishment of the Department of Fisheries 

in 1890.19 Their task, under Section 4 of the Protection of Fish Act was as follows: 

 

ñIt shall be the duty of the fish commissioner to give his entire time and attention to the fishing 

interests of the State of Washington, and by and with the help of his deputies see that all laws 

for the propagation, protection and preservation of food fishes and oysters in the public waters 

of the State of Washington, whether entirely or partially within the state boundaries, are 

enforced, and if necessary, to select and purchase suitable land, build, operate and manage 

thereon fish hatcheries for the purpose of supplying said waters with young fish.ò20 

 

Nine years later in 1899, a separate agency was also formed which had additional duties to manage 

fish in the state.ò21 Eventually in 1921 political wrangling saw the two departments merge. Passed on 

February 9, 1921, the Washington State Administrative Code created the Department of Fisheries & 

Game. The new organization was led by a Director of Fisheries & Game, whom divided the work into 

three entities: the State Fisheries Board, the Division of Fisheries, and the Division of Game & Game 

Fish.22 However, the relationship between the divisions was uneasy and after 10 years the partnership 

came to an abrupt end in 1932 with the passage of Initiative 62.  

 

The Initiative created two separate departments again: the Department of Fisheries, and the 
Department of Game. The Department of Fisheries was to be led by a director, who would oversee the 
Stateôs commercial food fish and shellfish. In contrast, the Department of Game was led by the State 
Game Commission, which was responsible for game and sporting fish.24 Under such auspices, each 
department would build and manage their own hatchery facilities. The Skagit Hatchery would be built by 
the Department of Fisheries. Only in 1994 would the two entities combine again as one agency, the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, effectively bringing the control of all state-run hatcheries 
under one organization.25  

Development of State Salmon Hatcheries in Washington from 1859 through  1945 
Developed as a salmon hatchery, the nominated building represents a transition between traditional 
hatchery practices that date to the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. In general 
Washingtonôs state-run salmon hatcheries have their origins in territorial history. The first such 
hatcheries were established in 1859 when the territorial legislature passed a law providing some 
protections for Washingtonôs fisheries. Measures included the requirement that anyone taking fish from 
a specified stretch of the Columbia River would have to reside in the territory for at least six months and 
laid out the penalties for violating the new law.27 Numerous other laws protecting the territoryôs fisheries 
were passed prior to statehood, including the Protection of Fish and Game Act of 1887. Among other 
provisions, Section 8 of the act stated that anyone taking ñfood fishes implanted in the creeks, rivers, 

 
19 Washington State Office of the Code Reviser 2021c: 233ï235.  
20 Washington State Office of the Code Reviser 2021d: 233ï234. 
21 Washington State Office of the Code Reviser 2021e:276ï277. 
22 Washington State Office of the Code Reviser 2021f:12,58. 
24 Anderson 1949:8. 
25 Washington State Legislature 2021. 
27 Washington State Office of the Code Reviser 2021a:26. 
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lakes or bays of the Territory of Washington, except for propagating the same, for a period of three 
years after the same shall have been implanted, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.ò28 

The development of salmon hatcheries were of primary interest to the Washington Territory, so it is, 
therefore, unsurprising that the Columbia River was identified as the potential location for the first state 
hatchery in Washington.30 Among his first duties, James Crawford, the Stateôs first Fish Commissioner, 
recommended to the acting governor that the state should establishment of a state hatchery as early as 
1890; one year after Washington Territory achieved statehood.31 Soon the new state put in a request 
for federal funds to build their first state hatchery.32 

That same year the first fish law in the state was passed - the Protection of Fish Act of 1890.  Among 
other regulations, the Act established salmon fishing seasons, made unlawful the catching of fish within 
a mile of propagation structures such as racks, and required the construction of fish ladders where 
dams or other obstructions were erected. Another act passed the same year, the Act for the 
Appointment of a Fish Commission, established the stateôs Fish Commission and the office of Fish 
Commissioner. It also gave the Fish Commissioner the authority to buy land on which to develop and 
operate hatcheries.33 

As such, efforts to artificially propagate fish came early in the history of the State. In 1891, the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer reported that a fish rack had been installed in the Methow region, Okanogan County, 
to assess the potential run of salmon that season.34 Despite these early efforts to determine the viability 
of a hatchery on the Columbia River, it took several years for the first Washington state hatchery to be 
built and put into operation. Finally, in 1895 the first Columbia River system hatchery facilities were built 
- the Kalama River Hatchery (also known as Fallert Creek Hatchery) and the Chinook River Hatchery. 
According to the Fish Commissioner: 

ñThe sum of $20,000 was appropriated by the recent legislature from the fish commission fund, 
for the purpose of erecting and operating artificial salmon hatcheries. A hatchery with a capacity 
of turning out 6,000,000 young salmon annually has been erected on the Kalama river [sic], a 
tributary of the Columbia, and is now being operated. There are now in this hatchery over 
4,000,000 young Chinook salmon in various stages of development. A station for taking and 
eying salmon spawn has been built on the Chinook river [sic] in Pacific county [sic].ò36 

One editorial indicated that the $20,000 appropriation was also earmarked by the legislature for 
hatcheries on Grays Harbor, Puget Sound, and Willapa Bay but lamented that specific locations had yet 
to be chosen by the end of 1896.37 

Looking back over the first season at the Kalama River Hatchery, B. Fallert, superintendent at the site, 
noted that five million eggs had been extracted since the start of September 1895 season. By early 
1896, 2.5 million young salmon had been released at Fallert Creek and the Kalama River, and the 
remaining 2.5 million were due to be hatched within a month. According to Fallert, it took four staff 
members to run the hatchery.38 

 
28 Washington State Office of the Code Reviser 2021b:98. 
30 Morning Olympian 1891a:4, 1891b:4, 1891c:3. 
31 Seattle Post-Intelligencer 1891a:10. 
32 Seattle Post-Intelligencer 1890:10. 
33 Washington State Office of the Code Reviser 2021d:233ï234. 
34 Seattle Post-Intelligencer 1891b:4. 
36 Tacoma Sunday Ledger 1895:12. 
37 Aberdeen Herald 1896:2. 
38 Seattle Post-Intelligencer 1896:4. 
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The Chinook River Hatchery also had a successful first year in the hands of Deputy Fish Commissioner 
A.E. Houchen, although on a smaller scale. In late 1897, 1.7 million eggs were reported at the Chinook 
River Hatchery.39 A report in the Tacoma Daily News described processes at the hatchery as follows: 

ñThe parent fish are taken from fish traps in Bakerôs Bay [sic], towed in crates to Chinook river 
[sic] and placed in the river above the dyke, there left till they come to maturity and ascend the 
stream to spawn, when they are again caught in a slat trap, the eggs taken from them and put 
into the hatchery. The young [salmon] are, when ready to turn out, taken up the Chinook river 
about one half mile above the hatchery and placed in the stream, pure mountain water. These 
fish remain in the fresh water about 18 months before they migrate to salt water, and in four 
years from the time the eggs are hatched they return to the stream in which they were placed.ò40 

Washingtonôs first hatchery in Skagit County was initially developed and run by the State on Baker 
Lake. Despite the notable challenges in accessing and developing the site, the hatchery was reportedly 
in operation by the autumn of 1896, and was dedicated to sockeye salmon:  

ñThe work has been so successfully managed that several million eggs are to be cared for and 
the value of the Skagit River fisheries will thus be immediately enhanced. One of the points 
having greatest weight in determining the selection of Baker lake [sic] for a hatchery station was 
the fact that it is the natural spawning place of the sockeye salmon, and that it is a well-
established fact that this variety of salmon does not frequent any river emptying into the Puget 
Sound but the Skagit.41 

Although the Baker Lake Hatchery was sold to the U.S. government in 1899, its location on the same 
watershed suggests it served as a precursor to the establishment of Skagit Countyôs longest-running 
salmon hatchery, the Samish Hatchery on Friday Creek later that same year.42 The sale of the Baker 
Lake Hatchery was expected to pay the cost of constructing two new hatcheries on Puget Sound.43 

Around the time of the Baker Lake Hatchery sale, one newspaper reported that there were four state 
hatcheries in operation and that the Department of Fisheries & Game (hereafter ñDepartmentò), as the 
agency was then known, was considering opening 16 new facilities.44 The Department was under 
pressure to respond to conditions affecting Washington stateôs fishing and canning industries. A 
downturn in fish numbers on the Columbia River had already been reported, but by the middle of that 
year, the drop in numbers resulted in the highest price for Northwest salmon ever observed, despite 
positive numbers in Puget Sound. As stated in one article, ñscarcely any fish are now running on the 
lower [Columbia] river and above Cascades a dayôs inspection showing not a salmon went through the 
wheels.ò45 In 1899, to combat low numbers, the Washington State Legislature approved the 
construction of state hatcheries on these rivers: Wenatchee, Nooksack, Skykomish, Willapa, Wind 
River, Samish, Little Spokane, Snohomish, White, Methos, Nisqually, Colville, Klikitat, Stillaguamish, 
Dungeness, and Skagit.46  

Fifteen hatcheries were built between 1899 and 1901.47 Despite the construction of new facilities, the 
impact of dams on spawning fish were beginning to take notice as early as the 1910s (Figure 18). 

 
39 Seattle Post-Intelligencer 1897:3. 
40 Tacoma Daily News 1896:4. 
41 San Juan Islander 1896:4. 
42 Tacoma Daily Ledger 1899a:3. 
43 Tacoma Daily Ledger 1899b:5. 
44 Tacoma Daily Ledger 1899b:5. 
45 Tacoma Daily Ledger 1899b:5. 
46 Anderson 1949:7. 
47 Boswell et al. 2021:24-31. 
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Some local power suppliers started implementing the use of fish ladders as early as 1927.48 As 
described by historian Sherry Boswell: 

ñBy 1925 as the effects of the World War I era neared an end, the department had built and tried 
to operate 35 salmon hatcheries. During this era, a new and growing emphasis was placed on 
research to provide a better understanding of salmon life cycles, spawning patterns and habitat 
needs. Many projects focused on increasing the size of hatchery buildings and rearing 
capabilities so that output could be increased, while the types of new facilities constructed were 
scaled to the location and potential of the fisheries at the site. The departmentôs efforts to 
choose the best locations for hatcheries were often thwarted by unforeseen circumstances 
ranging from flooding to logging and hydropower development, which often undercut their 
propagation goals.ò50 

Over the following decades many of these were modernized, and several new hatcheries were built. In 
1927 alone, 15 salmon new hatcheries were in operation.51 However, one of the effects of the Great 
Depression (1929ïlate 1930s) was slow hatchery modernization and new construction. Eventually 
President Franklin D. Rooseveltôs New Deal began to emphasize improving infrastructure for the fish 
industry. However the New Deal era also saw a rise in funding for construction of hydroelectric plants, 
which only increased the impacts to Washingtonôs fisheries in the 1930s and early 1940s.53  

During the era several news hatchery complexes were built under the direction of the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA).  These included the Issaquah, Arlington, Chamokane, Vancouver, and Minter 
Creek hatcheries. Although these hatchery buildings were of wood construction in keeping with early 
hatchery building design, they were intended to begin new programs.54 The Minter Creek Hatchery was 
actually established as a joint venture with the University of Washington,55 and its research projects 
were highlighted in the Departmentôs annual reports and bulletins over the following decades.  

With the end of the WPA in 1943 and wartime shortages during World War II, the Issaquah and Minter 
Creek Hatcheries were the last to be constructed until after the armistice. The next period of hatchery 
construction and technology began in 1946, in the post-war era, when increasing the numbers of fish 
raised at state hatcheries was seen as a high priority to mitigate against losses.56 

Establishment of Skagit Salmon Hatchery  
Among the first hatcheries built in the post WWII era were Skagit and Dungeness Hatcheries. The 
construction of both were an important part of the attempt to strengthen the Stateôs fisheries. In an 
article about the Departmentôs postwar projects, Milo Moore, State Director of Fisheries, noted that 
planned construction of the Skagit Hatchery was intended to result in ñthe largest hatchery in the stateôs 
entire system, on the Skagit River, which is one of the stateôs biggest salmon streams yet [that] does 
not have a hatchery at presentò.57 Plans to build a new hatchery building at an existing hatchery on the 
Dungeness River were also mentioned. According to the article, Moore declared that ñWith these 
improvements, we not only will be able to keep this state among the leaders in fisheries production but 
will take the foremost position in the field of fisheries science.ò58   

 
48 Northwest Power and Conservation Council 2021. 
50 Boswell et al. 2021:46. 
51 Boswell et al. 2021:46. 
53 University of California Department of Geography 2021. 
54 Boswell et al. 2021:48-50. 
55 Thompson 2017. 
56 Boswell et al. 2021: 50-63. 
57 Sayre 1946:10. 
58 Sayre 1946:10. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900           OMB No.   1024-0018
      

SKAGIT SALMON HATCHERY BUILDING  SKAGIT COUNTY, WA 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 
 
 

13 

 

In 1945, the Departmentôs budget included funding to construct ña modern hatchery and rearing 
station.ò59 That year, they purchased approximately 99 acres of land in the vicinity of the small 
community of Marblemount.60 By this time, the former mining town of Marblemount was described as ña 
couple of hotels, two stores and three beer parlors scattered over a mile of state highway.ò61 The 
proximity to Marblemount did not play a significant role in the selection of the site. Instead, was its 
prime location on the Skagit River watershed. 

On the site 40 rearing ponds were envisioned to produce six million fingerlings annually for planting in 
the Skagit River system and expanding out to other river systems in Skagit, Whatcom, and Snohomish 
Counties. Later that year, Moore announced that the hatchery would be located on Jordan Creek and 
built at a cost of $150,000.62 

Funding for the project came from several sources. Before 1945, the Departmentôs budget had come 
from a specific Fisheries Fund (which ranged from $250,000 to $446,000 per legislative biennium), 
however, Moore succeeded in having the Fisheries Fund abolished since there was never enough 
money to build a complete hatchery facility. Instead, all funding for hatchery facilities would be secured 
through the Stateôs General Fund.  

Beyond general state funds, to build the Skagit Hatchery facility, additional money came from Seattle 
City Light who provided additional funds to mitigate against the adverse effects of the utilityôs Skagit 
River hydroelectric dams. A total of $54,950 was earmarked for the construction of seven of the 
planned 20 fish ponds and City Light also provided operating funds for 9 years.64  

Requests for funding to continue the expansion of the facility were slatted in the 1947ï1949 biennium.65 
General Fund requests for the 1949ï1951 biennium showed funding for ten more fish ponds.66 These 
appropriations signify the continued work that was taking place at Skagit Hatchery.  

Architect (s) 
To design the hatchery facility, the Department sought outside design assistance; a change from the 
previous era where hatcheries were designed in-house. They hired Seattle architect William J. Bain Sr. 
At the time, Bain had increasingly been making a name for himself and was becoming more well-known 
as the result of his partnership with other architects during the war years. Known as NBBJ, the team 
had partnered up to handle large government war contracts. While Bain remained in the larger 
partnership for the rest of his career, he continued to have a side business. It was under this side 
business (with various architects) that the nominated hatchery was designed. 

William J. Bain, Sr. (1896ï1985) was a prolific architect with designs scattered across the state. He 
attended the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia from 1919-1920 before moving to Europe to 
pursue his own study of architecture. After returning to the states, Bain was employed as a designer at 
several firms before forming a partnership with fellow Penn classmate Lionel H. Pries in 1928. Over the 
next several years, Bain & Pries were responsible for a variety of single-family residences, apartment 
buildings, sorority and fraternity houses, and several small commercial and industrial buildings. 
However, by late 1931, in the depths of the Depression, work for the firm had dwindled and they 
dissolved. He then became principal of his own firm. During the war years Bain formed a secondary 

 
59 Seattle Daily Times 1945a:12. 
60 WDFW RES 2021, deed numbers 377629, 377630, 377632, 377634, and 377635. 
61 Buller 1951:29. 
62 Seattle Daily Times 1945b:20. 
64 Seattle Daily Times 1947a:21. 
65 Bradner 1946:25. 
66 Bradner 1949:24. 
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partnership with Floyd Naramore, Clifton Brady, and Perry Johanson (NBBJ, 1943-1985).67 Known as 
NBBJ Architects the firm continues to operate with several offices internationally, and provides a range 
of services beyond architectural design.  

Plans for the Skagit Salmon Hatchery, dated 1946, contain the William J. Bain & Associates title block. 
While the firm is credited with the design, Bainôs signature and/or stamp is not found on any of the 
drawings. Instead, several associates of the firm are indicated on the drawings. These include Waldo E. 
McKinney, Hiram H. Benedict, and Edwin T. Turner. Note that Benedictôs name (noted as architect) 
appears on a formal cast bronze plaque installed on the building at the time of completion, however he 
was not the architect of record since he was just an associate of the firm. He along with Edwin T. 
Turner are noted as associates on the tittle block of the drawings. However, both played a major role in 
the development of the building. 

Hiram H. Benedict (1900ï1984) was born in Riverside, California, at the turn-of-the-century, and is best 
known for his later designs in his home state.69 He studied mechanical drawing under Floyd Emery 
Brewster at Riversideôs Polytechnic High School in the late 1910s and began working in the field of 
design as a draftsman for Brewster.71 Later in 1935 he would join Brewster in a partnership.72 

Prior to coming to Washington in the 1940s, Benedict worked for several different architectural firms 
gaining experience.  These included: 

¶ John C. Austin, Los Angeles, California (1920ï1921) ï Draftsman; 

¶ George Washington Smith, Santa Barbara, California (1921ï1923) ï Draftsman; 

¶ Marston, Van Pelt & Maybury, Pasadena, California (1923ï1925) ï Draftsman and Designer; 

¶ James Gamble Rogers, New York, New York (1926ï1927) ï Designer; 

¶ Walker & Eisen, Los Angeles, California (1927ï1929) ï Designer;  

¶ Unnamed architect in Detroit, Michigan (1930ï1933) ï Designer; 

¶ Federal Housing Administration, Los Angeles, California (1934) ï Designer; 

¶ Allan J. Taylor, Palm Springs, California (1935) ï Designer.73 

With experience at hand, in 1935 he formed a partnership with his former mentor, Floyd Emery 
Brewster. Together, they opened the firm Brewster & Benedict in Palm Springs, California. Their work 
ñshows their mastery of nearly any style popular at the time: Spanish Colonial Revival and other 
Mediterranean inspired architecture; Hollywood Regency, Bermuda, California Ranch and even 
Streamline Moderneò.74 The firm designed three demonstration homes and multiple custom houses for 
private clients. Palm Springs projects included the Pacific Building (1937), a Spanish-Colonial 
commercial building, and multiple Spanish and French-Colonial style hotels.75 For reasons unknown, 
the partnership ended in 1938.76 For the next 3 years, Benedict worked both independently and with 
other architects such as Robert Finlayson in Monrovia.77 

In 1941, Benedict moved to Seattle to take on the role of principal naval architect based out of Naval 
Station Puget Sound, 13th Naval District at Sand Point. Remaining a civilian throughout the war, he 
helped the Navy with numerous designs across the Pacific Northwest. He remained in Washington for 

 
67 Michaelson 2021a. 
69 Keylon 2018:89. 
71 Keylon 2018:82. 
72 Keylon 2018:89ï90. 
73 Keylon 2018:89ï90. 
74 Keylon 2018:80. 
75 Keylon 2018:90, 95ï98. 
76 Keylon 2018:91. 
77 Keylon 2018:91. 
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about a year after the end of the war, becoming an associate with William J. Bain.78 It was during this 
time that the Skagit Hatchery was designed, most likely by Benedict.79 

Reportedly he moved back to Palm Springs in 1946 under the auspices of opening a branch office for 
Bain. While this never formally happened, he continued on his own designing houses for private 
individuals, and some larger-scale projects. He soon moved to Phoenix, Arizona, and took a job with 
the firm of Lescher & Mahoney. After formally becoming a licensed architect in Arizona in 1956, he 
opened his own firm in Scottsdale. Notable projects during his two decades in private practice included 
Paradise Valley Racquet Club in Paradise Valley, Arizona; the Half Moon Inn in San Diego, California; 
and the Capitano Country Club in Vancouver, British Columbia.80  

Also found on the various drawing for the Skagit Hatchery is the stamp and signature of Waldo E. 
McKinney (1903-1959). McKinney was born in Tennessee before his family moved to Seattle, 
Washington, between 1909-1910. He grew up in the city and graduated from the Broadway High 
School in Seattle before obtaining his bachelorôs degree in architecture from the University of 
Washington in 1926. Clearly a talented student, while enrolled at the University, McKinney took first 
prize in the coveted Bebb Prize Design Competition for his design of a ñCivic Art Galleryò. Upon 
graduation he was hired as a draftsman by architect J. Lister Holmes. While working there, he joined 
the U.S. Army National Guard in 1927 where he served until 1945 after being promoted several times. 

After a short stint in the office of George W. Stoddard, McKinney started his own firm in 1935 and then 
reportedly took a job as an architect for the Federal Housing Administration in 1940. Between 1945-
1947, during the design development of the Skagit Hatchery facility, he was employed by William J. 
Bain & Associates. He returned to private practice from 1947-1950 and then rejoined Bain again at 
NBBJ Architects before his death.81 

Benedict was not a licensed architect in Washington during the period in which the nominated hatchery 
building was designed. This likely explains why McKinneyôs stamp was used on the drawings. While the 
overall design of hatchery was likely completed by Benedict, the State Department of Fisheries 
Engineering Division also designed the various mechanical systems inside and outside that were 
needed to raise fish. Chief Engineer Jensen C. (ñJ.C.ò) Clausen stamped the final plans for the hatchery 
building and his name also appears on the dedication plaque on the building.  

Born in South Dakota, Clausen was raised in Seattle and began his engineering career in the U.S. 
Reclamation Service in the 1920s. Although serving on the California force of the U.S. Reclamation 
Service, he was employed in Klamath Falls, Oregon, earning a salary of $2,000 per year. Later he 
served as mechanical engineer in Seattle before joining the Department of Fisheries as the assistant 
chief engineer in 1943. While there he was involved in a variety of post war fish hatchery and erosion 
projects and rose to the level of chief engineer by August 1945.  Serving that state until 1955, Clausen 
joined the Oregon Fish Commission as their lead engineer in 1956, overseeing projects on the Lower 
Columbia. Later he became in engineer at Boeing in Seattle. 

Clausen design innovations for the Skagit Hatchery included a water delivery system for the ponds, 
which had hydraulically operated altitude valves that could be switched from a pumped to gravity water 
system. The fear was that power outages at the remote location would be detrimental to fish survival.  
The system was also designed to be flexible and expandable. While the original construction provided 
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20 ponds, the Department announced that the plans to add an additional 20 ponds in the future would 
only require one more pump to double the capacity.   

The Skagit Hatchery was the first hatchery in the State to use concrete troughs inside the hatchery 
building. As reported at the time, this innovation ñhas practically no deterioration characteristics and 
does away with the plaguing maintenance problem that presents itself in the periodic repair and 
replacement of the wooden troughs formerly used.ò82 The Skagit Hatchery also utilized improved 
concrete rearing pond designs, which contained slots with screens placed at intervals along the bottom 
of each pond to filter out sediments. This rearing pond design had not previously been used at any of 
the Washington hatcheries.83 

Builder  
The construction contract to build the hatchery facility was awarded to Roy N. Gaasland.84 A general 
contractor from Bellingham, Gaasland was well-versed in construction having started his business in 
the late 1920s. Notable early projects by him include the Mt. Baker Ski Clubôs first cabin in 1927,85 a 
school in Marblemount, the Bellingham Plywood Company plant (1941), and the Signal Oil Station 
(1941).   

In addition to the ñreinforced concrete and timber hatchery building 46ôx172ô,ò Gaaslandôs contract 
included construction of an extensive underground pipe network, two intake structures, a dam, four 
bridges, a pump house, 20 concrete ponds, the sewage system, and the caretakerôs residence.86  

Ground was broken on the hatchery facility in July of 1946. However heavy flooding in late October of 
1946, resulted in delays and an estimated $20,000 in damages.87  Reportedly work was planned to 
begin again within six months, or at least by the start of 1947.88  While the dedication plaque outside 
the hatchery building reference the year 1946 as the build date, due to construction delays the hatchery 
building and most associated facilities were not completed until the fall of 1947 (Figure19ïFigure ). An 
article in the Seattle Post Intelligencer on July 27, 1947, notes that the twenty ponds are still under 
construction and that operation of the facility would begin in the fall. A 1947 article in the local 
newspaper, The Concrete Herald, noted that ñthe hatchery buildings have been described by visitors as 
óbeautifulô with no expense spared to make them both attractive and modern to the highest degree.ò98 
The only documented event to commemorate the opening of the hatchery was the mention of a 
dedication ceremony to be held in June of 1948 (Seattle Times, Feb 16, 1948) and a press tour of the 
facility on May 18, 1948.99  

Following World War II, Gaasland was engaged in numerous construction projects across the State.102 
These included four housing units at the Western Washington State College (now Western Washington 
University) (1946),103 the vocational building at Ferndale High School (1946), the City of Bellinghamôs 
sewer treatment plant on Whatcom Creek (1949),104 the Puyallup Fish Hatchery (1949),105 several 
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snowsheds along US Highway 10 through Snoqualmie Pass (1950),106 two remote Air Force bases in 
Alaska (1955),107 and the Ridgeway Dormitories at Western Washington University (1963). 108 Gaasland 
passed away in 1986 in Bellingham and is buried at the Bayview Cemetery.112  

Skagi t Hatchery Operations  
The first superintendent appointed to the Skagit Hatchery was Ernest ñErnieò Fisher. He had previously 
worked as superintendent at two other state hatcheries: Soos Creek Hatchery in King County and 
Willapa Hatchery in Pacific County. With a capacity of six million eggs, the Skagit Hatcheryôs first 
season began with spawning in the early autumn of 1948. The plan for the first year was to dedicate 18 
ponds to raising salmon and two ponds to steelhead. After reaching a length of 3 inches, most fry were 
to be released into local streams. Approximately 40,000 fish would be pond raised until they reached 6 
to 7 inches in length before release.143 In its first year, the hatchery was supplied with the following 
eggs: 2 million Chinook salmon, 850,000 coho (silver) salmon, and 450,000 sockeye salmon. 

The construction of the Skagit Hatchery was lauded as a turning point in the Stateôs management of its 
salmon fisheries. The sockeye were provided as part of an international cooperation under the 
International Pacific Salmon Fisheries Commission (IPSFC). They originated from Bowron Lake on the 
Fraser River in Canada.144 By February of 1948, the hatchery had 3,300,000 fry in its troughs, making it 
the second-largest salmon hatching enterprise in the State at the time.145 In its first five years in 
operation, Skagit Hatchery also succeeded in increasing its output of fish in numbers and in the 
diversity of species (Table 1).  

The hatchery raised and shipped sockeye salmon fingerlings to British Columbia for release into the 
Horsefly Lake system as part of the project with the International Pacific Salmon Fisheries 
Commission.153 The goal was to assist in the rehabilitation of salmon in the Fraser River and its related 
waterways in response to fish mortality and impassability on the Fraser River which was caused by the 
Hellôs Gate landslides between 1912ï1914.154  Mitigation measures actually occurred several years 
after the landslides because the IPSFC was not able to prove that blockages existed along the Fraser 
River as a result of the slides until 1946.155  

 

Table 1. Fish Planted from Skagi t Hatchery between 1948  and 1951157 

Year Species  Number  Streams Stocked  

1948 Fall Chinook salmon 

Coho (silver) salmon 

TOTAL 

594,007 

220,951 

814,958 

Skagit River and tributaries, and Canadian streams 

1949 Fall Chinook salmon 

Coho salmon 

TOTAL 

908,787 

588,249 

1,497,036 

Skagit River and tributaries, and Stillaguamish 

River 
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United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900           OMB No.   1024-0018
      

SKAGIT SALMON HATCHERY BUILDING  SKAGIT COUNTY, WA 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 
 
 

18 

 

1950 Fall Chinook salmon 

Coho salmon 

Chum salmon  

Steelhead trout 

TOTAL 

1,369,703 

1,280,359 

97,630 

5,275 

2,752,967 

Skagit River and tributaries, and Stillaguamish 

River 

1951 Spring Chinook salmon 

Fall Chinook salmon 

Coho salmon 

Steelhead trout 

TOTAL 

13,413 

2,097,903 

2,412,262 

47,434 

4,571,012 

Skagit River and tributaries, and Stillaguamish 

River 

 

The Skagit and its twin hatchery at Dungeness, were also built in tandem with a new experimental 
station, Bowmanôs Bay, on Deception Pass (Figure 18). Among the research projects planned at the 
experimental station was an investigation of the quality of the water most beneficial for raising 
salmon.158 

From the start, Skagit Hatchery studied different aspects of salmon life cycles. One experiment that 
took place at Skagit Hatchery soon after its opening was intended to understand why some salmon stay 
in Puget Sound after their release, while most head out to the Pacific Ocean. In addition to the 400,000 
marked Chinook salmon fingerlings released from Soos Creek Hatchery (Green River system) and 
200,000 from the Issaquah Hatchery (Cedar River system), 300,000 were released from the Skagit 
Hatchery (Skagit River system).  The agency noted ñby this marking experiment it is hoped to learn 
whether these mid-Sound salmon, which provide much of the summer fishery, are a combination of a 
few fish from all the rivers or come from one or two Puget Sound streams. If the latter is true, the 
department can build up this fishery by planting yearling salmon in such rivers.ò159  

Another early experiment involving Skagit Hatchery was launched to induce annual runs of pink salmon 
around the state. At the time, Washingtonôs pink salmon run only occurred every other year while in 
Alaska the pink salmon run happened annually. In cooperation with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and 
the University of Washingtonôs Fisheries Research Institute, the Skagit Hatchery incubated 200,000 
pink salmon eggs for cultivation at the Deception Pass experimental station with the intent of releasing 
the fry into the Skagit River.160  

Conclusion  

Today the Skagit Hatchery continues to serve its original function and operates year-round. Alterations 

have been responsive to changing practices in fish science. For instance, the introduction of vertical 

incubation systems at some hatcheries was reported in 1956, although Skagit Hatchery facility would 

not have these ñcompact egg hatching cabinetsò installed until the 1990s.161  

As early as 1957, the Department was conducting experiments at the Skagit Hatchery relating to the 
use and storage of dry fish food and whether it required refrigeration. The Departmentôs annual bulletin 
noted that dry food had been used successfully with trout but not yet with salmon. The Skagit Hatchery 

 
158 Shults 1948:35. 
159 Bradner 1948:21. 
160 Seattle Daily Times 1948b:25. 
161 Moore 1957:25, Stout 2021. 
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served as one of the testing facilities which resulted in high mortality rates with dry food.162 The test 
results explained why refrigeration of fish food continued to be necessary until the 1970s.163  

The Skagit (Marblemount) Hatchery Building retains sufficient integrity to tell the story of the WDFWôs 
post-World War II efforts to engage in new science to reverse losses to the stateôs salmon population. 
Despite modernization, the building can communicate its significance as it retains distinctive 
architectural characteristics of the time period when it was constructed.  

While records have not been identified that explain the architects design process, the selected 
drawings present a hatchery building designed in a unique composite of modern styling (Figure 3ï
Figure 17). It is unknown why the Department used the same design for both the Skagit Hatchery and 
the rebuilt hatchery building at Dungeness Hatchery in Clallam County, Washington. Plan sets for both 
buildings title the project ñA Fish Hatchery Building,ò with the location of the proposed building listed 
beneath. Per the MPD, the Skagit Hatchery Building is typical of a hatchery building Sub-Type 3: 
Modern-Design ï Architect Designed hatchery, which were popular post-World War II when the rate of 
construction of hatcheries increased rapidly.164  

There were some differences between the Dungeness and Skagit hatchery buildings in the details, 
however. One contrast was in the method of supplying water to the Skagit facility, including the 
hatchery building. The Departmentôs 1945 annual report noted that, in contrast to Dungeness, a ñdual 
water systemò would be adopted at Skagit Hatchery, with ña gravity water supply from Jordan Creek 
and a pumping system from Clark Creek, a spring fed stream.ò165 This new technology allowed for 
variations in temperature to suit the needs of innovative fish rearing at the time.166 Another difference 
was in their installed ventilation systems. The Dungeness Hatchery Building was designed to receive 
the state hatchery systemôs first mechanical ventilation system, using a system of ducts, fans, and soffit 
vents to draw in and expel air.167 In the Skagit Hatchery Building, the designed ventilation system 
passively drew air into the attic without mechanical means.168 

 
  

 
162 Moore 1958:25. 
163 Stout 2021. 
164 Boswell et al. 2021: 117. 
165 Moore 1945:27. 
166 Moore 1947:47. 
167 Moore 1947:47. 
168 Moore 1946:28. 
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Acreage of Property   Approx. 1.5 acres 

(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 
 
UTM References     NAD 1927  or   NAD 1983 

  
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)         
 
1          3        

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2         4         

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
Or Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 

1   48.522952°   -121.416802°  3   48.521895°   -121.416786° 

 Latitude 
 

Longitude Latitude 
 

Longitude  

2   48.522833°  -121.416125°  4   48.522663°   -121.417620° 

 Latitude 
 

Longitude   Latitude 
 

Longitude  

 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

The nominated area is located in sections 17 and 18 of Township 35, Range 11 E, east of the 
Willamette Meridian in Skagit County, Washington. The nomination includes the main hatchery building 
and surrounding landscaping and road system. It is legally known as part of Parcel No. P46155. 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The nominated property encompasses the hatchery building only, the only remaining intact resource on 
site.  The rest of the hatchery facility has been modified and upgraded over the years. 
 
    

11. Form Prepared By   

name/title  Alana Vidmar, Architectural Historian                                                              (EDITED BY DAHP Staff)                                                                          

organization Cardno, Inc. date  July 2026 

street & number  Norton Building, 801 Second Avenue, Suite 1150 telephone  (206) 239-0286 

city or town   Seattle state WA zip code 98104 

e-mail alana.vidmar@cardno.com 
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Additional Documentation  

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

¶ Maps:   A USGS map  (7.5- or 15-minute series) indicating the property's location.    
A Sketch map  for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all photographs 
to this map. 

¶ Continuation Sheets  

¶ Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
 

 

Figure 1. Location of Skagit  Hatchery Building in Skagit County, Washington.  
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Figure 2. Skagit  Salmon Hatchery  facility with  rough  nomination boundary show n. 

 

 

 

1   48.522952°   -121.416802°  3   48.521895°   -121.416786° 

 Latitude 
 

Longitude Latitude 
 

Longitude  

2   48.522833°  -121.416125°  4   48.522663°   -121.417620° 

 Latitude 
 

Longitude   Latitude 
 

Longitude  

 

1 

2  

3  

4  
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Figure 3. Proposed site plan for the Skagit  Hatchery, 1945 . Note road sy stem.  

(Courtesy of WDFW Capital Asset Management Program [CAMP], Drawing No. H015461c001) . 
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Figure 4. An undated site plan for the Skagit ( Marblemount ) Hatchery showing the current concrete -pond 
configuration. Because the hatchery is titled  ñMarblemountò, the drawing is assumed to post-date the name change 

in 1994 (Courtesy of  WDFW CAMP, Drawing No . H015461c001). 
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Figure 5. Architectural Drawing 1 for the Skagit Hatchery Building, 1945 -1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015455c001). 
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Figure 6. Architectural Drawing 2 for the Skagit  Hatchery Building, 1945 -1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015455c002). 
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Figure 7. Architectural Drawing 3 for the Skagit  Hatchery Building, 1945 -1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015455c003). 
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Figure 8. Architectural Drawing 4 for the Skagit  Hatchery Building, 1945 -1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015455c004). 
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Figure 9. Architectural Drawing 5 for the Skagit  Hatchery Building, 1945 -1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015455c005). 
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Figure 10. Architectural Drawing 6 for the Skagit  Hatchery Building, 1945 -1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015455c006). 
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Figure 11. Architectural Drawing 7 for the Skagit  Hatchery Building, 1945 -1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015455c007). 
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Figure 12. Architectural Drawing 8 for the Skagit  Hatchery Building, 1945 -1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015455c008). 
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Figure 13. Engineering Drawing for the Skagit  Hatchery Building floor plans, 1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015461c007). 
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Figure 14. Engineering Drawing for the Skagit  Hatchery Building concrete trough arrangement, 1946  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015461c0017). 
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Figure 15. Engineering Drawing for the Skagit  Hatchery Building, providing additional concrete trough details, 1946 
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015471c004). 
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Figure 16. Engineering Drawing for the Skagit  Hatchery Building sidewalks and curbs, 1947  
(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No.  H015471c008). 
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Figure 17. Engineering Drawing for the installation of a furnace for the Skagit  Hatchery Buildingôs apartment, 1970. 
The plans show a living room, kitchen , and bathroom in the southern wing with three bedrooms closest to the attic 
(marked ñStorage Areaò). Original plans for the apartment at the time of construction (1953) have not been identified 

(Courtesy of WDFW CAMP, Drawing No. H0154701c001) . 
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Figure 18. A map of the Department of Fisheriesô hatcheries at the time Skagit  Hatchery was completed. The map also 
shows the impact of the Columbia River hydroelectric dams on the stateôs salmon population. (Moore 1948:44). 

 

 

 
















