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1. Name of Property
historic name  Phillips, John F. fi J a cakdoBarbara E., House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 611 S Montavilla Drive |:| not for publication
city ortown  Spokane |:| vicinity

state  Washington code WA county Spokane code 063 Zip code 99224

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this _ X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _ X__ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. |1 recommend that this
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___hational ___ statewide X local
Applicable National Register Criteria
A __B X C _D

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

WASHINGTON STATE SHPO
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property __ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:
___entered in the National Register __determined eligible for the National Register

__determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Phillips, John F. and Barbara E., House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

X | private X | building(s)
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Contributing Non contributing
1 buildings
site
structure
object
1 Total

Number of contributi ng resources previously
listed in the National Register

None

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

MODERN MOVEMENT: Contemporary

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE
walls:  WOOQOD: Vertical board

roof: SYNTHETIC

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if
necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location,
setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary

The Phillips House is a two-story house with an L-shaped footprint and a flat roof, with a one-story addition on
the east side. The front and rear facades have deep eave overhangs, whereas the eaves are nearly flush on
the east and west side facades. An attached carport projects into the front (south) yard. The house is located
toward the front of its largely rectangular, one-third acre (11,854 square feet) lot and faces south, overlooking
S. Montavilla Drive. The 1,878 square foot, wood-frame house is clad in vertical cedar boards and smooth
coated plywood panels and has a concrete slab foundation and a flat membrane roof. Window walls are
composed of a combination of fixed and hopper-style windows with aluminum and wood frames. A broad,
centrally located, concrete block chimney rises from the rooftop. The Contemporary style house, which was
designed by architect Warren C. Heylman, was constructed in 1955.

Location and setting

The Phillips House at 611 S. Montavilla Drive is located west and slightly south of downtown Spokane at the
far east end (closest to the city) of the West Hills neighborhood, within the Woodland Heights 2" Addition.
South Montavilla Drive is an extension of W. 9" Avenue, and travels northwest to a point one lot west of the
subject house. The subject house is also located just one lot (about 170 feet) west of the 3.5-acre Whittier Park
and Playground. It is located south of S. H Street, significant because it was the westernmost city limit from
1891 until 1948, and about 375 feet east of the 1935 Indian Canyon Golf Course. The house is sited north of S.
Montavilla Drive and faces south, overlooking the street. The area is wooded, primarily with Ponderosa pines,
and developed with single family homes constructed primarily in the 1950s on relatively large lots along
Montavilla Drive and the nearly parallel W. West Drive. Four houses along these parallel streets, including the
Phillips House and architectWar r en Heyl mandés own house, were desi

Exterior

Front (south) facade. The house displays a modular design of four-foot increments infilled with vertical cedar
boards, flush smooth-coated plywood panels, and window walls of fixed and hopper-style sash with wood and
aluminumframes. The f a-ade has a mBARRArfronteatfy dodrAdf wBad @ith Bull-height
glass is located in the fourth bay from the left (west) within the eight-bay facade (panel D). The easternmost
panel is solid cedar boards over its full height (panel F). The second and seventh panels (counting from the
west or left, panel B) are identical, with solid panels and hopper-style windows below fixed lights. The first and
sixth panels (panel A) are also identical, displaying tall, fixed lights above solid panels. The third bay displays
full-height glass, revealing the interior floating staircase (panel C), while the fifth bay contains only solid panels
and a hopper style window below the ceiling on each floor (panel D).

FiveAispi der | e g s 0prajpectfrenthe fdatdacaele ob the,house, marking the building into four
bays. They are composed of horizont al .®nmojdcting Exrfaetifrona |
the face of the building, the L-shaped legs are bolted at the upper corners. The horizontal portion is an
extension of the beams that support the deep eaves. Each upright is mounted on concrete piers that sit on the
gravel bed of the front yard. The systemisj oi ned by a hori zont al 20 x 120
the upstairs windows. It currently connects the three western bays, however per historic images it originally
connected the far three eastern bays.

The one-story addition to the east (completed in 2020), which is used as a studio, is aligned with the front
facade of the main house and has no window openings. A flush double door here is of the same material as
the siding, which is rough-cut cedar siding, consistent with the main house. It is located slightly west of center
on this addition. A doorknob is essentially the only visible hardware here.

gne

b c
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Projecting from the front facade of the studio is the two-car carport, which has a slab foundation, and features
open beams supported by bolted double posts. On the east (right) side is an enclosed storage shed with a
rectangular footprint and a single flush door of the same design as seen on the studio. Between the studio and
the storage building is an opening that leads to the backyard.

East side facade. The east facade of the main house has narrow eaves. It features a double wood door with
full-height glass that leads to the dining area. The east side facade of the studio is composed of a wide central
bay of vertical board flanked by two bays with solid panels surmounted by fixed windows. Deep eaves cover
this fagade.

Rear (north) facade. The rear facade of the main portion of the house is divided into three parts. In the middle,
slightly offset from center, is a wide 126panel of vertical boards. To the left are two bays of solid panels and
hopper-style windows, reflective of the panel system on the main facade. To the right are three bays of tall,
fixed lights, broken by two hopper style windows at the far-right corner at the sill level. The eaves above this
facade are deep and are supported by projecting beams that match the placement of the exoskeleton on the
front of the building.

The rear fagade of the studio is composed of six identically sized bays and one narrow bay. The outside bays
are clad in vertical wood matching the wood seen elsewhere on the building. The three central bays have tall,
fixed lights that extend to door height, surmounted by a fixed light and a solid panel of identical proportions. To
the left (east) is one bay with a single wood door of full-height glass, topped by a single light and solid panels
of the same proportions as the central bays. The outside bay to the right (west) displays a flush solid panel
topped by two hopper-style windows and another solid panel, all reflecting the same proportions as seen
elsewhere on this fagade. The hopper-style windows have black metal frames and the fixed windows have
wood frames.

West side facade. There are no openings on the west side facade, which is finished in V-groove vertical wood.
It is covered by narrow eaves.

Interior

The front entry to the Phillips House opens onto a foyer with an open, floating, straight-run stair with a raised

landing at the bottom on the left, and a short hallway to the main portion of the house on the right. The foyer

rises to the full height of the house and features a large, paper globe light suspended from the ceiling. The left
(west) wal/l here has simpl e bookshel xladwalldhat rise abowt ong-0 6 |
and-one-hal f fl oors and extend nearly the full I ength of
and are suspended from vertical slender steel rods. The hall floor is finished in black, square slate.

At the center of the house, beginning at the end of the entry hall, is the large concrete block chimney that forms
the back wall of the central hearth, which faces north into the main living space. The fireplace box sits in front
of the unpainted concrete wall, within a shallow recessed firepit, and is covered by a large, sloping, copper
hood. The portion of the rear (north end) of the house above the living room and office area is open and rises
to the full height of the house. It includes a dining area in the northeast corner (at the end of the kitchen), a
living room area in the center, and an office area in the northwest corner.

The rooms on the south side of this floor are one story in height. In the southeast corner is the kitchen, which

features a large, centered, north-south island and is open to the dining area. A door to the studio is located on

the south end of east wall here. Cabinets and open shelving, of the same simple design as other shelving in

the house, line this wall. Behind the chimney, accessed from a short east-west hall, is a bathroom and a coat
closet. I n the southwest corner is a bedroom, access:¢
wood doors with full-height glass and two additional similar panels.
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The studio, which is accessed from the interior by a door on the south side of the kitchen, is in essence one
large room, with additional doors to the outside on the north and south sides. A loft on the west side of the
room, accessed via a ladder, partially covers the floor. The north window wall lights the interior.

The second level of the house covers about two-thirds of the first level, allowing for light and views from the
north window wall to reach the upper floor hall and master bedroom. At the top of the stairs is an east-west
hallway that accesses a bathroom and laundry just east of the stairway, adjacent to the chimney. At the east
end is the master bedroom, which is enclosed with a solid rail of horizontal wood that allows for views over the
central portion of the house and can be closed off with a Japanese-style sliding screen. On the west end of this
floor is another bedroom.

The materials and finishes within the house are as follows. Walls are typically painted sheetrock. A four-foot
module is repeated throughout, emphasized with vertical strips of wood. A moatif that is seen throughout is a 3-
1/ 20 wi ¢anted loardnakking these divisions on which is centered a narrow strip of natural-colored
wood. The proportions of these divisions are repeated in the window mullions. Ceilings are finished with wood
decking or sheetrock with exposed beams.

Some four-foot modules are empathizedwi t h narrow vertical wood strips
paired 20 X 60 boar ds. T h, thp cagedfdche pantedsheetoock] btack,sor a r e
mullions, columns, pilasters, and beams; natural wood, for the applied woodwork; and gray, for the concrete
block chimney. A few built-ins, such as in the master bedroom, provide storage. Doors, wood trim, the wall
behind the main bookshelf (which is fir), shelving throughout, the main stair, kitchen cabinets, and the floors all
have natural wood finishes. Floors are hardwood, with maple on the ground floor and fir on the second floor.
The overall impression of the house is one of openness with an underlying order reinforced by the proportions,
design details, materials, and natural colors.

Landscaping

The yard around the house was landscaped between 2020 and 2025, resulting in the appearance that it has
today. Originally the landscaping was fairly simple, with some lawn and a low perimeter stone fence in the front
yard that bridged the levels of the yard. Today the yard continues to reflect the natural setting of the house,
which is, simply speaking, a downward slope from the street toward the rear or north end of the largely
rectangular lot. The areas around the house and garage are more finished than before, however. Materials are
gravel, square pavers, basalt rock, native plants, introduced trees, and existing Ponderosa pines.

The front of the house is finished with gravel, defined by an informal border of stones and plantings. Adjacent
to the driveway entry is an informal focal arrangement of basalt rocks, a Nootka cypress, and native plants. A
combination of formal and informal paths of square pavers leads from the driveway to the front entry and from
the carport to the front entry (the driveway is concrete, as is the parking pad in the carport). Two mature

Ponderosa pines are located in the front yard. This area is also embellished with glass tiles set in the ground.

A path from the carport around the east side of the house is composed of square pavers set in gravel. Pavers
are also used to create a patio in back of the studio and outside the dining room. Beyond the footprint of the
house pavers are set in gravel. Another gravel bed defines the space for three raised wood planters and a
mature Ponderosa pine. Behind the main portion of the house is a gravel walkway lined with stones around an
informal planting bed. Informal terraces continue down the hill with a variety of trees. The rest of the sloped
yard retains its natural appearance.

Alterations

At one time the Phillips House had a large, full-width deck across the back (north) side with a simple perimeter
bench around most of it. That was removed about 2015 and the site formally landscaped. An open screen of
narrow slats covered one bay in front of the main entry door at one point. That has since been removed. Doors
were changed from simple flush doors to wood doors with full-height glass. The largest change was the
addition of the studio on the east side of the house and a new carport and shed, completed in 2020. In the

course of that remodel a smaller one-car carport and existing shed were removed. The new carport has a
5

0 |
wh i
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slightly higher roof than the previous carport and exposed beams. The addition and new carport respect the
materials and proportions of the original house and shed. The north window wall of the new studio repeats the
proportions of the north window wall of the house, but with greater symmetry, in contrast to the asymmetry
seen on the main house. On the interior, the master bedroom was enlarged by removing an interior wall
between this bedroom and a smaller one to the south, resulting in the room that is there today. The kitchen
was re-designed, resulting in a north-south orientation and greater openness than was there previously. All
materials and cabinetry were retained however, which has resulted in the historically appropriate feeling that
exists there today.

Integrity

The house retains integrity of location and setting. Still located on its original site, the immediate setting of the
house is retained through the preservation of the open space surrounding it on its sizable lot. The houses
along this short street also retain their feeling of generous open space and natural landscaping.

The design of the original house is intact. A small addition and the new carport constructed in 2020 are
compatible with yet distinct from the original main house.! The new addition is consistent with the main house
in scale, materials, and design features. It is differentiated from the original house primarily in its symmetry,
which contrasts with the asymmetry of the main house. Interior changes to the original house that were made
in this same time frame are relatively minor.

The materials for the house are intact. The materials for the addition and new carport match the materials and
construction methods for the original house. The materials of the house are intact. Changes to the main house
re-used existing materials and features where possible and were matched to the original where that was not
possible. The workmanship for the addition and new carport also matches the construction methods for the
original house. The feeling of the house, or its aesthetic expression and representation of the historic era in
which it was built, are intact. The association of the house is intact. Historically the house was used as a
single-family residence and it remains in that use today.

1The relevant Se cStapdaashgre aref Stahdartset® dna#1.6Tkey are as follows:

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships

that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials,

features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the

essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

Kate D. Weeks, and Anne E. Grimmer, The Secretary of the I nteriordéds Standards for
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring & Reconstructing Historic Buildings. Washington DC: US Department of the Interior,
National Park Service, 1955.

t
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions.)
for National Register listing.)

ARCHITECTURE

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

x | C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1955

individual distinction.

I:l D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1955

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) L
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
NA

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

Cultural Affiliation

NA

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder

Heylman, Warren Cummings (architect)

B.C. & H. Construction Co. (builder)

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.
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Summary

The John & Barbara Phillips House at 611 S. Montavilla Drive in Spokane, Washington, is historically
significant under Criteria C in the area of architecture, as a dwelling that embodies the distinct characteristics
of its period of construction. Completed in 1955, the single-family house exemplifies the so called
fContemporary styledin modern residential design, which was popular in the mid-20" century in Spokane and
across the country. The style included the idea of open floor plans; a generous use of glass; the use of natural
materials and finishes or alternatively, new materials; and boasts a strong connection to the landscape; all in
an attempt t o AibdodrstoBossedsieg highuattistiovalues, the dwelling also represents the
work of a local master architect Warren C. Heylman. Best known for his more flamboyant commercial and
institutional properties, the Phillips House is representative of the early stages of He y | meareér and was
among the first properties he designed after opening his own independent practice in Spokane in 1952. The
Phillips House is one of four residences in the neighborhood that were designed by Heylman.

Despite an addition to the southeast corner of the home in 2020, the house retains a high level of integrity

inside and out. The additonr espect s t he residencebs original desi gn
interpretation of t he hoThesperiodof sgrificanceibegins addecesds ig H955f thea t u r ¢
year the house was built.

Historic Context

The West Hills Neighborhood

The John F. and Barbara E. Phillips house is located at the east end of the present-day West Hills
neighborhood, a large expanse of land identified by the City of Spokane that sits west of Latah Creek and
Spokane River canyons. The nominated house is near the end of Montavilla Drive, a one-third-mile drive that
travels northwest from the west end of W. 9™ Street to 604 S. Montavilla Drive, the last house on the street,
which abuts the Indian Canyon Golf Course. The neighborhoods to the immediate east are Latah/Hangman
and Peaceful Valley. Historically a remote area, it continues to have significant open spaces today, including
parks, cemeteries, the Finch Arboretum (which historically included Garden Springs Park), the Indian Canyon
Golf Course, and the Indian Canyon Natural Area. A smaller, 3.5-acre open space nearby is the 1951 Whittier
Park and Playground (which is one lot east of the Phillips House).

Part of the reason for the distinctively separate parts of the neighborhood is the steep topography and
presence of streams and roadways that separate the various areas. Garden Springs Creek and Indian Canyon
Creek run through the area, and the Spokane River runs east and north of the neighborhood. The east-west
Sunset Highway (State Route 12) was once the major road south of the Indian Canyon Golf Course and the
subject neighborhood. Today Interstate 90, constructed just south of SR 12 in the mid-1960s, defines the south
edge. Finally, wooded hillsides, along S. Indian Canyon Drive, reinforce a sense of separation.

Despite its remote location, some of the present-day West Hills neighborhood has been a part of the city since

its earliest days. Historically the land was occupied by the Spokane Indians, including Chief Spokane Garry

towards the end of his life.? Other parts of it were farmed by Chinese immigrants in the 1880s, due to its ready

source of water. The area east of H Street, which is directly north of the Phillips House, became part of

Spokane as early as 1891, when the west city boundary was drawn here. Indian Canyon Park (now a natural

area and golf course), was pr ai sed by the Ol msted Brothers when tI
1908, and was formally established in 1912.% Land for the Finch Arboretum (sandwiched between SR 90 and

the Sunset Highway, south of the nominated house) was purchased in 1913, although the arboretum was not

2 Chrisanne Beckman and Natalie Perrin, National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, City of Spokane

Parks and Boulevards (1891-1974), August 17, 2015: Section E, page 7The Spokesmdd-Revievn, ner ,
September 21, 2008:39.

3 Op cit., Beckman, City of Spokane Parks and Boulevards . . ., Section F, page 40.
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developed until 1947.% Several cemeteries, which are north of the Indian Canyon Golf Course and the subject
property, also lend a sense of openness to the area. They include: the 50-acre Riverside Memorial Park,
opened in 1907 and dedicated in 1914;° the 151-acre Greenwood Memorial Terrace (85 acres are developed),
founded in 1888; and the four-acre Jewish cemetery, Mount Nebo Cemetery (dedicated in 1914).

Areas west and south of H Street of the nominated house were annexed to the city into the 1960s.6 The
Phillips House is located within the plat of the Woodland Heights 2" Addition. While the area still has
significant open spaces, it has taken on a more suburban appearance since the end of World War 1.

The Phillips family

The nominated house was commissioned by John F. and Barbara L. Phillips. At the time, the couple had two
young children, both under the age of five: Mary Ann (1951-2024) and Thomas (1953-2026). Having moved to
Spokane in 1951, the couple initially lived in various homes and apartments scattered across town before
settling down in their custom designed home in 1955. The well-educated and cultured couple, increasingly
needed more space for their growing family, and an affordable lot on the edge of the city, near a park and
school, was likely an enticing prospect.

John (1921-2007), known most of his |ife as AJacko, was bo
schools there before leaving for Stanford University where he received his ba ¢ h e Idegredis journalism in
1943. After attending midshipman school in Chicago, he was commissioned as an ensign in the Naval
Reserves during WWII. During the war, he served as a tactical radar officer for two years aboard the USS
Gillette which was assigned to convoy escort duty in both the Pacific and the Atlantic. At the end of war, he
was transferred to the 11" Naval District Headquarters in San Diego where he served as public information
officer. It was here that he began to hone his journalism skills. After being discharged in June of 1946, he took
a job as a manuscript reader for Collier Magazine in New York. Then after Co | | ¢eased@moduction, he
moved back to the west and took a job with the Tacoma Times newspaper as a reporter. While there he met
and later married Barbara Lee English. After stints at the Pocatello Post in Pocatello, Idaho; the Tri-City Herald
in Pasco, Washington; and the Idaho State Journal in in Blackfoot, Idaho, he joined the staff of the Spokesman
Review in 1951. While there he served as reporter, copywriter, and feature editor, before finally rising to the
level of manager editor. John remained at the Spokesman Review until his retirement in 1986.

His wife Barbara (1922-2003) was also an accomplished writer. She was born and raised in Tacoma and
graduated from Reed College, in Portland, Oregon, in 1944 with a degree in political science. Reportedly in
1948 she established, owned, and operated a lumber brokerage firm in Tacoma, called Olympic Lumber Sales
Company (although this has not been verified). Later she joined the staff at the Tacoma Times as assistant
editor where she met John. Reportedly when the Tacoma Times ceased publication in 1949, she resumed full-
time operation of her lumber brokerage.

After marrying in September 1949, the newlyweds set out on an extensive tour of Europe (France, Italy,

Switzerland, and England) in January 1950. Reportedly they traveled light with minimal suitcases but also

planned to tote around two typewriters. The couple planned to write articles for newspapers and fiction stories

for magazines along the way aboutwh at Ameri cand6s might expect’to find

After having established themselves in Spokane, the Phillips sought out an architect who could bring their
vision of modern living to Spokane. It is unknown as to how the couple met or chose local architect Warren H.
Heylman, however he had recently built his own home (3620 W West Dr.) close to their chosen lot. Like
Phillips, Heylman was also a Navy veteran, and he had recently opened his own independent architectural

4 1bid.

5Julie Y. Russel | , SpdRane Histoscal,chitps:/Gravel.etdteegovycontent/travel/en/passports/have-
passport/renew.html#Step%20, accessed October 2025.

5fi We s t Hi | | $VjkipeSip, aotipsa/ierewjkipedia.org/wiki/West Hills, Spokane, accessed October 2025.

"ANewl yweds TaconaNews Pribung) January 1, 1950.
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practice in the city in 1952. The Phillips House was among his earliest commissions, most likely designed in
1954.

The first permits for the $14,000 house were issued on February 10, 1955. The B.C. & H Construction Co.
served as the general contractor. The electrical contractor was C.J. Electric, and heating was provided by the
Stillwell Heating Company.

Architect Warren C. Heylman

Architect Warren Cummings Heylman was born in Spokane on September 23, 1923, to William H. and Jane

Heylman and graduated from Lewis & Clark High School in 1942. He initially attended Washington State

College (now University), but transferred to the University of Kansas in 1943, where he was also enrolled in a

V-12 Navy College Training Pr ogUndanthe taetageofafchiteceire s t r ai |
professors Joseph Kellogg and Verner Smith, Heylman received his architectural engineering degree in 1945,

He graduated at the top of his class with Tau Beta Pi honors and was the Scarab Architectural Award winner

that year. Upon graduation he was sent to mid-shipman school at Notre Dame and was then commissioned as

an ensign in the Navy. After serving in the Pacific, he was discharged in 1946 and returned to Spokane. There

he took a job with noted architect G. A. Pehrson (1947). Additional experience was gained working for the
architecture firm of Whitehouse & Price (1947 to 1949), and then for architectJ ohn P. OO Nei | | (1
After being recalled to the Navy in November of 1950, Heylman was promoted to Lieutenant, and was ordered

to report to gunnery school in San Diego, California. He served 13 months aboard the USS Warrick during the
Korean War (1950 to 1952). Upon his discharge, he returned to Spokane and decided to open his own

independent practice in December 1952. He immediately set out to build a new home for his family at 3620 W

West Drive. The unusual, offset gable residence, constructed on a steep lot, brought immediate attention to

Hey |l man 6 s and eommigsions began to flow into the office. While still in Navy he received his

Washington State architectural license (TL-692) on September 20, 1952.

His first recorded work in the city actually dates to a time before he was licensed: a $50 shed at 4226 17th Ave
(1946), followed by a house for himself and his new wife (Katheryn Zimmerman) at E 4224 Funk Ave (1947,
burned to the ground in a tragic fire on Christmas eve in 1949), and then a home for Earl & Virginia McCarthy
(1951, 3636 W West Dr.). Upon opening his own firm in 1952, his first independent commission was a Medical-
Dental Clinic at the corner of 5th & Lincoln (1953).

Heylman is perhaps best known for his commercial buildings. Among his notable projects are the Liberty Lake

Golf Course Club House (1960); the Spokane International Airport (1965, with William H. Trogdon); the

Parkade Parking Garage (1967); the Federal Office Building (1968, Wenatchee); and the controversial

Spokane County Social and Health Services Center (1977). He also designed numerous multi-family

residential projects in Spokane and elsewhere, including River Falls Terrace Apartments (1968); Cathedral

Plaza (1971); Canterbury Court Apartments (1974); Capital Lake Towers (1973, Olympia); and the Pioneer

Square Apartments (1978, Pullman). Currently Heyl manédés | isted propert:i
Places include the Whitman County Library (1960) in Colfax, Washington, and the Parkade Parking Garage

(1967) in downtown Spokane. Over the next several decades, his unique designs (no two alike - except for

one) garnered him many awards and accolades.

Heylman himself practiced architecture in Spokane for forty+ years, officially retiring from his firm in 1984.8
Upon his retirement, his daughter Ann Martin took over the firm, and it was renamed Heylman-Martin
Architects. Despite his retirement Heylman was still a strong presence in the office for another 20 years.
Heylman was elected president of the Spokane chapter of the AIA in 1982 and became a AlA Fellow (FAIA) in
1983.° Over the years, he was awarded six AIA Spokane Chapter honor awards and received a national

8Kip Hill, fiwarren Heyl man, architect behi nd Par kTaeSpokesmaniReview, t anoc
August 18, 2022.

AWarren Cummi nThe AlAlisyotical ®irectary of American Architects Home,
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/35713952/ahd1019635, accessed October 2025.
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Concrete Institute Award for his Parkade project.’® His work was featured many times in the local newspapers,
and he won a legacy award from the Spokane Preservation Advocates in 2018, the year of his 95" birthday.
Outside of work, Heylman was active in a variety of community and civic affairs including the Spokane Allied
Arts Commission. He passed away on August 19, 2022, at the age of 98, leaving behind an impressive and
lasting legacy of both commercial and residential design in his native city.!!

His residential designs often appeared in the local newspapers - the Spokane Chronicle and The Spokesman-
Review. Some articles were written by Heylman himself, and most were accompanied by floor plans and a

rendering or photo of the dwelling. They all touted the benefits of modern living, and he often noted that the

design of a specific house should respond directly to the needs of the individual sites and homeowners. For

instance, in his September 27, 1953, Spokesman-Review article for the Hollister House he stated that the goal

was to design a house that would make an economic use of space for a young family on a sloping lot that they

had already purchased and could be constructed in a timely fashion. Heylman commented that the design was

AUNi ty withoUtti | maen eitgo my 4 6 meizedblildng matetialssitwauldbeaeasy to

construct and easy-to-maintain with durable materials and finishes. *? This house reflects Heylmand design of

the Phillips house in i tconstwustedjusthyearlateri dged 406 grid sy:¢

At his own house, Heylman also utilizeda 4 6 mikhid allbwed him to use standard dimensions for plywood

and sheetrock, and more importantly, to reduce the cost of construction. Built two years before the Phillips

House, like many architects who designed and build their own homes, the 1953 house became a test platform
formanyofhisideas.Li ke t he Philips House, He y | makelétd framevoi h o me
structural members to form a pattern inside and outside the house. The arrangement of the rooms, with the
bedrooms on the second floor above the open living area, accessed off a balcony hall, is also seen in the

Phillips House. The interior color scheme, which reflects the materials used, and structural members are

stained black, designating strength, is also repeated in the Phillips House. All interior woodwork is finished in

its natural color and waxed.

Much of his work was publicized beyond the local papers. Among them was the John G.F. Hieber House which
appeared on the cover of Masonry Building magazine (1957), and was published in Sunset, Pacific Architect &

Builder (June 1956), and in the Los Angeles Times (February 12, 1956).2 4 His Parkade garage, which is
credited with helping to i mplement Spodcedaélbtbreepagh an r e
spread and the cover of the August 1968 issue of the AIA Journal, and was featured in full page

advertisements in Architectural Forum and Architectural Record.'® Architecture/West, a regional magazine,

published one of He y | matar desidential designs, the Robert Kramer House (1965, Architecture West i

February 1967, 99154 E Kramer Farn Rd.) in Mohler, Washington, as well as the Dr. Blair House in Liberty

Lake (1964, Architecture West 7 April 1965).1°

By his own count, Heylman designed more than twenty single family houses.!’” Early commissions including
the Hollister House (1953, 2512 W Glass Ave.); the Hiebler House (1954, 627 E 17" Ave.); and the Hueston
House (1954, 3626 W West Dr.). He continued to design houses throughout the mid-to-late 1960s, but his
most prolific decade for residential design was the mid to late 1950s.

10 Jim Kolva (Jim Kolva Associates, LLC), Spokane Register of Historic Places Nomination, Parkade Parking Garage, October 18,

2023:Section 8, page 28.

AHil I, AWarren Heyl man, architect . . .

Zwarren C. He-yéwmalh, HadTsve | s Answer tSpokémaniRéview @ [SepteraberRT, 89563:58.m, 0

13 See also Dechais,i Mi dcentury Gone Missing, o0 al.

“AMagazine Shows [(Sookase Chronicla,Atplmad , 4 9, 1957: 3. Deshai s, iMi dcentury

BAThe Gal aAlG2ourralgAigust 1968, pp. 71-78. J. William F. Youngs, The Fair and the Falls. Cheney, WA: Eastern

Washington University Press, 1996:153-155.

16 Kramer House 1 Architecture West: Feb 1967; Dr. Blair House 1 Architecture West: Apr 1965.

”Ni chol as Deshais, fiWarren Heyl man 0 sTheSpakdsinan-Review, July L0, 2016si on o6al |l o
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Each house was unique except for two. The nominated Phillips House is a near duplicate of a home
constructed in Lawrence, Kansas, by the Zimmerman family. The two homes were constructed the same year,
however based on permit records it appears the Spokane house was built first. Owners Harold L. and Kathy
Zimmerman were He y | ma-tawsgthrough marriage). The Zimmerman House (200 Nebraska St) is a near
copy of the Philips House and differs only slightly in terms of interior finishes. The fireplace on the Kansas
house is brick and features a floating hearth, selective walls were covered in finished plywood, and the Kansas
house was constructed with a basement.

Heyl manbés 1954 Edwi 1B Ste IStf),avithitocarsfid sitiig2oraBhieve a dramatic view of

Mount Spokane, and unusual butterfly roof, was published in the Spokane Chronicle in an article toting the
benefits of the fAmoder n s toynlteedmp oTrhaer ya ustthyo re nhootuesde tihwait
thantheranch-st yl e dwel | i ng ¥lnfiady, theso aallel Eontemporary styledwas becoming
increasingly popular in Spokane was evidenced by the construction of entire neighborhoods in the new style,

such as Westview on SpoKHeyimanprevidedadesignd for Webtviesy along with d .

another local architect.’®* But He y | mhoméssvere watered down versions of his custom designs, yet still
incorporated elements of his spatial planning and design detailing.

Architectural Context

Modern residential design in Spokane

Like many other communities around the country the movement towards modern architecture arrived in
Spokane in the late 1930s. The first designs were model homes and one-off concepts that showed what
houses of the future might look like. Early practitioners included the Harvard trained Edwin J. Peterson, and
Royal McCure who brought flat roof, smooth stucco facades and windows that wrap around corners to the city.
Due to WWII, the push for modern design came to a halt and it did not see renewed interest until the late
1940s. By then Spokane 6 sBetwarpl940and L9 hthewapslatidn ofathexconngy .
grew 35% to 221,561 people, and the strong economy contributed to a local housing boom. By 1955 over
1,000 building permits were issued, valued at $16 million.

Capitalizing on the large demand for architectural work were a plethora of newly arrived young and eager
architects, who brought with them the latest architectural fashions and modes of thinking. The group included
architects Thomas Adkison, Donald Murray, John Culler, Carroll Martell, Kenneth Norrie, Bruce Walker, John
McGough, William Trogden, Moritz Kundig, Lawrence G. Evanoff, Kenneth W. Brooks, and Warren C.
Heylman. Early postwar examples of the new architectural thinking include the Studio Apartments (1949) by
architects McClure & Adkison, and a modern dwelling by Lawrence G. Evanoff, which was featured in the April
1950 of Arts & Architecture Magazine.?° After lecturing in the city, famed architect Richard Neutra designed a
home in Spokane (Dr. Frederick Fischer House, 1618 E Pinecrest Rd.) in 1951, which likely inspired the
younger generation of local architects in the city.

The overall Modern Movement in architecture is defined from about 1930 to 1970 in the Pacific Northwest, and
encompassed many substyles that found expression in residential, commercial, and industrial buildings. A
simple definition of Modern architecture is #eentdinpl | 0\
for buildings, in any of [sic] number of styles, in which emphasis in design is placed on functionalism,

rationalism, and up-to-date methods of construction; in contrast with architectural styles based on historical
precedents and tradi“tional ways of building. o

BAaModern St yl eSpGkarie ClsroniEle Apal28, 1954:23.
®A$3,150, 000 in NewSqokaneehronisle, Febrdanyl 24, #95601.
20 Djana Painter and Aaron Bragg, Spokane Mid-20" Century Architectural Survey Report, City of Spokane Mid-20"" Century Modern
Context Statement and Inventory. Spokane, WA: City of Spokane, August 2013:21.
2L Cyril M. Harris, American Architecture, An lllustrated Encyclopedia. New York: W.W. Norton
& Company, Inc. 1998:217.
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Pacific Northwest architectur al hi storian Francis D. I

philosophical and practical estrangement from the past in the arts and literature occurring in the course of the
20fcentury and taking form in any of Z*Specificaessinthad.®.vat i \
developed regionally based on modernist expressions, such as the Pacific Northwest, where the use of

regional materials was a particularly strong influence.

Modern design might encompass everything from high style, architect-designed buildings to the ordinary,

vernacular houses that often make up subdivisions.? Modern architectural styles found in Spokane include
Contemporary, Populux and Googie, Neo-Ex pr essi oni sm (a number of Heyl man
this style), New Formalism, Pavilion, Shed, and Wrightian.?* Generally these styles include the importance of

the three-dimensional arrangement of forms as part of the architectural expression; the importance of two-
dimensional composition, which is often asymmetrical; and the use of pattern, texture, color, reflectivity, and

other visual aspects of building materials in place of traditional decorative features. Modern design

characteristics that are often found in residential design, regardless of the specific style, include open floor
plans; an attempt to Abring the outdoors in; 0 a genert
or alternatively, new materials; and a strong connection to the landscape.

The Contemporary style

I n the 195 Conterhporarydt ewmans fiwi dely used to describe the ne
choice of the word was to characterize buildings and domestic products that were consciously forward-thinking

rather than traditional. The simple goal was to avoid dwelling on the past, and to re-affirm faith in the future.

The following describes the style as it occurred in Spokane, adapted from the City of Spokane Mid-20"
Century Modern Context Statement and Inventory:

AContemporaryo i s a st y-waerafor Medera, Highistylehdusées.mMdsdnh e pos
illustration of the use of the term, a Spokesman-Review article published on August 27, 1950 about the
Meenach development homes by McClure & Adkison i including the Thomas J. Meenach Jr. house,
entitled A6Contemporaryd Ho me Archtecti McQlurevhotet ¢hatthese d e a s
homes are fAbuilt in the spirit of today, the age

Contemporary houses offer few traditional stylistic features or details, relying instead on overall form

and simple Modern details to convey their style. Materials can also play an important role, where their

color and texture lend a richness and complement the composition of the building fagades. Roofs

typically have a low pitch and may include gable, shed, or flat roofs, or more expressionistic roof forms.
Common characteristics include an emphasis on asymmetrical, two and three-dimensional

compositions and expanses of glass, contrasted with clerestories above solid walls where privacy was
important. Features of the Contemporary house include an open floor plan, an orientation toward the

rear yard, rather than front yard or street, and the use of windows, courtyards, and other devices to
ibring the outdoors in.d The use of natur al mat er

A post-and-beam house, like the Phillips House, is a type of Contemporary house. This name reflects a
construction method rather than a style per se, but it shares stylistic features with the Contemporary
style in general. The design allows for an open floor plan leaving the exterior walls free, to be rendered
with deep overhangs and expanses of glass. Often Post-and-beam houses are further characterized by
low-pitched gable roofs; extensive use of wood, often with a vertical grain; and simple or rustic details.?

22 Francis D.K., Ching, A Visual Dictionary of Architecture, Second Edition. John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2012:139.
23 Contemporary houses such as the Phillips House which means contemporary to the post-war period.
ZExplanations and examples of these styl es $pakaneMid-20Gantnrd i n Di ana
Architectural Survey Report, City of Spokane Mid-20"" Century Modern Context Statement and Inventory. Spokane, WA: City of
Spokane, August 2013.
25 Painter and Bragg, Spokane Mid-20™ Century Architectural Survey Report, 19.
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Architectural historian Virgina Savage McAlester notes the existence of a flat roof version of the Contemporary

style. Period publications such as House & Homec al | ed it #@Athe Horizont al Look,
architectural gui deboo lasodareteferee tothesstrongherizdntal ank box kke A Mi e s i
elements of the facade.?®

Spokane boasts several residential examples of the style. Early examples include the Cornelius House (1952,
3717 E 17" Ave.), the Walker House (1955, S Crest Hill Dr.), the Boyington House (1956, 905 S Buena Vista
Dr.), the Fleming House (1956, 1330 S Ballou Rd.), the Fix House (1960, 1603 S Crest Hill Dr.), the Chimienti
House (1960, 1203 W Glass Ave.), and the Aller House (1961, 5503 W Northwest Blvd.). All boast similar
architectural language to the Phillips House including their use of exposed post and beam construction, and
flat roof planes. Most similar to the Phillips House is the Cornelius, Fleming, and Fix Houses which incorporate
solid end walls and an exposed exoskeleton as a facade treatment.

Statement of Significance Summary

Despite some alterations, the PhilipsHousei s per haps the best early exampl €
style in Spokane. Its design helped set the tone for other models which pushed the architectural vocabulary in

the city. Additionally, it serves as a marker to tell the beginnings of the story of prominent local architect

Warren C. Cummings and how his unique designs challenged and changed the architectural landscape of the

city.

The Philipsdaught er Mary Ann, an artist and architect, i nh
began a renovation and designed a sensitive addition to the home in 2020. Upon her death in 2024, her

brother Thomas, inherited the house. He was the last member of the Phillips family to own the dwelling and

sold the home to its current owner shortly before his death in March 2026.

26 House & Home, July 1952.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Or Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 47.649877° -117.465199° 3

Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude
2 4

Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

Verbal Boundary Description  (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The nominated area is located in the center of Section 23 south, Range 42 east, Township 25 north, west of
the Willamette Meridian, within the Spokane NW 7.5 minute quadrangle in Spokane County, Washington. The
house is located on Lot 2 of Block 1 of the 2" Addition to Woodland Heights. It is further identified as parcel
number 25234.4714.

Boundary Justification  (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The nominated property encompasses the entire urban tax lot that is occupied by the Phillips House.

11. Form Prepared By

namef/titte  Diana J. Painter, PhD, Principal Architectural Historian (Edited by DAHP Staff)
organization Painter Preservation date July 2026

street & number 3518 N C Street telephone 707-763-6500

city or town Spokane state WA zip code 99205
e-mail dianajpainter@gmail.com
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

T Maps:

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

E

Continuation Sheets
Additional items:

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
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Site location map, Spokane NW 7.5 minute quadrangle
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Source: Eschbach & Holgren, Spokane

Phillips House

Map of Spokane in 1961, showing location of Phillips House
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W Hartson Ave

Whittier Park

Source: Spokane County Assessor

Phillips House
Parcel Map

611 s Montavilla Dr.
Parcel No. 25234.4714

orce: Google maps

Phillips House

Aerial site plan
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Source:Thomas W. Phillips

Phillips House
Site and landscape plan before 20 20 addition and remodel
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Phillips House

First floor plan

Source: Thomas W. Phillips
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Phillips family and Phillips House construction photo, 1955
Source: Thomas W. Phillips

WARREN CUMMINGS HEYLMAN
QI ARCHITECT
!

— POKANE

Warren Heylman at Phillips House construction  site, c. 1955
Source: Thomas W. Phillips
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F”fﬁﬁips Hou'se,‘(p'ost -construction photo, 1956
Source: Thomas W. Phillips

Rear deck of PhiIIipHouse, 1958
Source: Thomas W. Phillips
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itention Beamed at Spokane Area’s New Homes

GROWTH OF HOME OWNERSHIP
CONTINUES AS HOUSE
BUILDING BOOMS

Phillips House featured in local newspaper.
Source: The Spokesman Review, May 22, 1955

TN
’|i|’
(T

|
~—

Phllllp House prior to addition  / alterations , 2004
Source: DAHP
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Interior of Phillips House prior to renovation, 2018
(note kitchen arrangement)
Source: Thomas W. Phillips
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J o h dack® Phillips, ¢.1960
Source: Thomas W. Phillips

Y — s ANewl yweds t Barb&ar

- B ; 2

iTravlehngtL:;gI:’t —llrll( and Barbara Phillips, former Tacoma & J 0 h n n J ac k 0 P h I
ters pictur ve, will travel with t table typewrit .

} :relzi“\?va:,\'l‘l'i’:tlslntherth.x:n:e ‘!:';IPII rlah‘:,v l‘:x;vn 1!;?"!:3;,\'8!0: l);,::r-loel:: Source' Tacoma NeWS Trlbune’

| stay in E . The two h to writ ticles during their visit

:n.‘lh:en enl‘l‘ll;lv’l'::ll. T;P)"‘\‘:'nn?p:o :er“:\lh’n(n;: ::‘o(r:;:-"'i\nle':'li:‘n;“:u January 11 1950’ pg 24

‘fnt'wl with while touring foreign lands and to get an idea of the
average FEuropean's outlook on current events and trends.—News
Tribune staff photo,
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Comparable Designs
in Spokane

Gordon & Jane CorneliuéHuse , 3717 E 17" Ave., Spokane,
1952 (Architect: McClure & Adkison), Source: DAHP

> 0§

Wesley J. Fleming House , 1330 S Ballou Rd.,

Spokane, 1956 (Architect: Walker, McGough Spokane, 1960 (Architect: Walker, McGough &
& Trogdon), Source: DAHP Trogdon), Source: DAHP

Bruce Walker House , 1624 S Cresthill Dr.,
Spokane, 1955 (Architect: Walker, McGough &
Trogdon), Source: DAHP
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Heylman Residential
Designs in Spokane

Architect Warren C.
Heylman

Source: Spokesman
Review: December 7, 1952

Warren & Kathryn Heylman House - 3620 W West Dr., Spokane, 1953
Source: Washington Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation

&

Normn E.a dDorothy Wells House

- 2020 E 18" Ave., Spokane, 1955 John G.F. Hieber House i 1207 E 54" Ave.,
Source: The Spokesman-Review Spokane (demolished), 1955

Source: Washington Department of Archaeology &
Historic Preservation

William & Eizabeth Hollister House
T 2512 W Glass Ave., Spokane, 1953
Source: Washington Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation

30



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Phillips, John F. and Barbara E., House Spokane Co., WA
Name of Property County and State

Harold L. & Kathy L. Zimmerman House - 200 Nebraska St., Lawrence, Kansas

SR

i (1]
I

N

Built: 1955
Source: City of Lawrence, Kansas

Above: Zimmerman House rendering by Warren C. Heylman
Right: Interior stair detail

Source: Lawrence Modern




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Phillips, John F. and Barbara E., House Spokane Co., WA
Name of Property County and State

Other Notable Heylman
Designs in Spokane

Liberty Lake Golf Coure CIubouse
Source: The Spokesman-Review

Westview Congregational Church ,
. _ B————s 3405 W Bismark Ave, Spokane, 1957

Spokane Airport Terminal, 9000 W Airport Dr, 1960 Source: Spokesman Review i May 18, 1957

Source: WA Depart of Archaeology & History Preservation ’

Whitman County Library,
102 S Main St., Colfax, 1960
Source: Whitman County Library

The Parkade, 511 W MalnAve Spokane 1967
Source: City of Spokane Historic Preservation Office
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Phillips, John F. and Barbara E., House
City or Vicinity: Spokane

County: Spokane State: Washington
Photographer: Diana Painter

Date Photographed: September 30, 2025

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

Photo 1 of 1: ' WA_kne Countyhilips House_ 0001
Front (south) facade, looking north
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Photo 2 of 19: WA_Spokane County_Phillips House_0002
Front (south) facade of main house, looking north

Photo 3 of 19: WA_Spokane County_Phillips House_0003
Main entry, looking north
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Photo 4 of 19: WA_Spokane County_Phillips House_ 0004
Rear (north) fagade of main house, looking south

Photo 5 of 19: WA_Spokane County_Phillips House_0005
Rear (north) facade of main house, looking south

Spokane, WA

OMB No. 1024-0018

County and State
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