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A) Identification 
 
Historic Name: Frog Rock 
Common Name: Frog Rock and Lady Bug 
 
Address: Within the right-of-way at the intersection of Madison Ave N and 

Phelps Road, in front of 14603 N Madison Avenue NE 
 
City: Bainbridge Island County: Kitsap 
 
 

B) Site Access (describe site access, restrictions, etc.) 
Roadside access, no restrictions. 

 
C) Property owner(s), Address and Zip 
 
Name: City of Bainbridge Island 
Address: 280 Madison Avenue N 
City: Bainbridge Island State: WA Zip: 98110 
 
 
D) Legal boundary description and boundary justification 
 
Tax No./Parcel: Adjacent to: 4-029 / #41660000210007 

Boundary Justification: The nominated property consists of the portion of the City of 
Bainbridge Island public right-of-way at the southeast corner 
of N Madison Avenue NE and Phelps Road NE. The 
boundary encompasses the historic rock art, its immediate 
setting, and the immediate roadside landscape.  

 

 
FORM PREPARED BY 
 
Name: Denise Stoughton 
Address: 6240 NE Tolo Road 
City / State / Zip: Bainbridge Is., WA 98110 Phone: (917) 647-4077 
Email: Denisestoughton17@gmail Nom Date: July 27, 2026 
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E) Category of Property (Choose One) 
 

 building  structure (irrigation system, bridge, etc.)  district 

  object (statue, grave marker, vessel, etc.)    cemetery/burial site 

 historic site (site of an important event)        archaeological site 

 traditional cultural property (spiritual or creation site, etc.) 

 cultural landscape (habitation, agricultural, industrial, recreational, etc.) 

 

 

F) Area of Significance – Check as many as apply 

 

 The property belongs to the early settlement, commercial development, or original 
native occupation of a community or region. 

  The property is directly connected to a movement, organization, institution, religion, or 
club which served as a focal point for a community or group. 

 The property is directly connected to specific activities or events which had a lasting 
impact on the community or region. 

  The property is associated with legends, spiritual or religious practices, orlife ways 
which are uniquely related to a piece of land or to a natural feature. 

 The property displays strong patterns of land use or alterations of the environment 
which occurred during the historic period (cultivation, landscaping, industry, mining, 
irrigation, recreation). 

 The property is directly associated with an individual who made an important 
contribution to a community or to a group of people. 

  The property has strong artistic, architectural or engineering qualities, or 
displays unusual materials or craftwork belonging to a historic era. 

 The property was designed or built by an influential architect, or reflects the work of an 
important artisan. 

 Archaeological investigation of the property has or will increase our understanding of 
past cultures or life ways. 
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G) Property Description 
 
Frog Rock consists of two stacked sections of a large glacial erratic boulder, estimated 
to have been deposited approximately 16,000 years ago during the last Ice Age. The 
original boulder was blasted in the 1940s, leaving the two sections that now form Frog 
Rock. An adjacent smaller glacial erratic is painted as a ladybug. The landmark is 
located within the City of Bainbridge Island public right-of-way at the southeast corner 
of the intersection of N Madison Avenue NE and Phelps Road NE. The rocks occupy a 
wooded roadside setting characterized by mature native trees and understory 
vegetation that frame the landmark and contribute to its historic visual character.   

                        } 
 

 
H) Significance 
 
Frog Rock is historically significant as a living cultural landmark and serves as one of 
Washington's most enduring examples of community-created public folk art. For over 
50 years the rock has served as a notable visitor attraction and symbol of Bainbridge 
Island. 
 
Sometime during the night on June 7, 1971, when the island was quieter—wilder—and 
mist curled over roads, through cedar trees and disappeared into shadow, two high-
school sweethearts set out with little more than a few cans of paint, brushes and a 
spark of mischief. When the sky had darkened sufficiently, the pair made their way to 
the corner of Phelps and Madison, where a large glacial erratic known as “Split Rock” 
awaited. Decades earlier, the boulder had been dynamited and its two pieces stacked 
to make way for road improvements; in the years since, it had become a favorite target 
for high-school tagging. Split Rock had shouldered quite a lot of unwanted attention. 
With “NK Lives” emblazoned on its face by neighboring North Kitsap High School, it 
was indeed ready for a change. 
 
That night Bob Green and Ellen Barnes were in love and on the precipice of 
graduation—young, bright, filled with the restless creativity that often comes at the 
edge of adulthood—and Split Rock was on the precipice of coming into his own as the 
unlikely defining landmark of a small Puget Sound island: Frog Rock. 



 
Incredibly, Bob and Ellen would go on to marry, have children, welcome grandchildren 
and retire to nearby Kingston, Washington, while Frog Rock would endure as the 
beloved amphibian an entire community adopted as a humble symbol of kindness, joy 
and creativity. 
 
In 1971, Frog Rock opened his bright, curious face to the world and the community fell 
in love. The following year Bob, Ellen and friends camped out by their frog all through 
the annual high school “Paint Night” to guard it from being tagged by the 1972 
graduating seniors. That same year they turned their attention to the smaller adjacent 
rock and created Ladybug, thus giving the frog a charming companion. 
 
Bob and Ellen never imagined they were starting anything big. They were simply 
making each other laugh by giving a little personality to a pair of quiet stones. Ellen 
recalled that until Frog Rock, “there was not much public art on the island. Frog Rock 
seemed to change that. In 1971, the rock was pink with grey polka dots, and someone 
had scrawled ‘NK Lives’ on it—which we couldn’t let stand.” She and Bob initially were 
thinking of painting the rock to look like a duck, but Bob was adamant that it looked like 
a frog. 
 
Drivers slowed. Children pointed. Neighbors smiled. People waved at the frog with its 
red, curlicue grin—as if he had always been meant to greet them. The island had found 
a new friend. What began with two teenagers on a misty 1971 night grew into 
something far larger—a landmark woven by thousands of small interactions. 
 
Children posed for photos on the first day of school next to Frog Rock. Couples 
stopped during evening drives. Visitors brought postcards from faraway places to tell 
the Frog they were thinking about him. Neighbors refreshed the paint, tidied the moss, 
and left tiny gifts behind. 
 
And sometimes, something unexpected happened—a costume, a joke, a moment of 
pure delight—reminding everyone that whimsy can live a very long time. Frog Rock 
soon became a piece of living folklore—not because he was painted once, but 
because the community chose to keep loving him. Bob and Ellen’s whimsical act 
wasn’t just art, but an inheritance. A shared story. A quiet reminder of the magic that 
lives in simple things.  
 
Since then, Frog Rock and Ladybug have become continuously maintained landmarks 
reflecting generations of community stewardship, artistic expression, local tradition and 
shared identity. Although repainted numerous times over more than five decades, their 
significance resides not simply in the painted surfaces themselves, but in the enduring 
cultural practice of care and renewal that has sustained them across generations. Frog 
Rock continues to serve as a local point of reference, visitor attraction and symbol of 
Bainbridge Island while preserving the whimsical artistic vision first established by Bob 
and Ellen in 1971. 
 



Over the years, Frog Rock has inspired oral histories, documentary filmmaking, 
newspaper and magazine features, educational programming, tourism initiatives, 
community celebrations, fine art and craftwork, themed products and menu offerings, 
and civic recognition, including the City of Bainbridge Island's official proclamation of 
“Frog Rock Week” in 2025. 
 
Evidence of Frog Rock's place in island life reaches back decades. As early as 1976, it 
was being used as a wayfinding marker for travelers on the island. In 1979, Port 
Madison Lutheran Church referenced Frog Rock in an advertisement directing visitors 
to its Easter morning services. By 1980, Frog Rock and the island's quirky artistic 
character were being highlighted for visitors, and Frog Rock continues to appear on 
island tour itineraries, unusual-sight lists and roadside-attraction websites today. T-
shirts bearing its image were sold at community festivals in the mid-1970s; today, its 
image appears across dozens of products.  
 
Rather than serving as a static work of art, Frog Rock has become an active cultural 
resource whose significance continues to evolve while maintaining an unbroken 
connection to its historic origins. Together, these qualities establish Frog Rock as an 
exceptional example of community-created public folk art and a quirky traditional 
cultural property within the State. 
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I) Documentation 
Xerox and attach any information or evidence that supports the property's significance. 
 

 
Written Sources (books, articles, newspapers): 
 
• The Story of Frog Rock. Documentary short. Directed by Howard Brock. Produced by 
Denise Stoughton. Bainbridge Island, Washington, 2025. 
 
• PNW Bainbridge Magazine. "Rock Star." March 6, 2026. 
 
• The Island Wanderer. "Jumping for Joy, Agog for Frogs: The Real Story Behind 
Bainbridge Island's Iconic Frog Rock." April 21, 2025. 
 
• City of Bainbridge Island. Frog Rock Week Proclamations. April 2025 and April 2026. 
 
• Arts & Humanities Bainbridge. Bainbridge Currents. "Frog Rock…" (actual article title 
if available). 
 
• BainbridgeIsland.com. "What's the Story Behind Frog Rock?" Reprinted 
from Bainbridge Island Magazine, Spring 2013. 
 
• Atlas Obscura. "Bainbridge Island Frog Rock." June 15, 2021. 
 
• Roadside America. "Frog Rock." 
 
• Historical research, oral history interviews, and archival materials compiled by Denise 

Stoughton, 2023–2026. 
 
“Bainbridge artist get hopping” Kitsap Sun – May 20, 2013. 
 
“Port Madison” Kitsap Sun – January 5, 1997. 

 
“Unusual Sights” Spokane Chronicle – August 12, 1988. 
 
“Bainbridge Island has it own lifestyle” Kitsap Sun – April 12, 1984. 
 



“An Island known as BI” Kitsap Sun – April 6, 1981. 
 
“Bored? Try the lutefisk and Giant Frog Rock tour” Kitsap Sun – Feb 2, 1980. 
 
“Port Madison Lutheran Church” Kistap Sun – April 14, 1979. 
 
”Christmas Trees” Kitsap County Herald – December 15, 1976. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Oral History/Interviews: 
 
• Robert Hollis ("Bob") Green, co-creator, oral interviews conducted by Denise 
Stoughton, Bainbridge Island, Washington, 2025–2026. 
 
• Ellen Barnes Green, co-creator, oral interviews conducted by Denise Stoughton, 
Bainbridge Island, Washington, 2023–2026. 
 
• Oral history interview with Robert Hollis Green and Ellen Barnes Green, Bainbridge 
History Museum. 
 
• Howard Brock, documentary filmmaker, oral interview, Bainbridge Island, 
Washington, 2024. 
 
• Longtime Bainbridge Island residents, civic leaders, and community members, oral 

interviews conducted by Denise Stoughton, Bainbridge Island, Washington, 
2023–2026. 

 
 

 

 
J) Map and Photographs 
 
Attach copies of historic maps or photos if available, and current photos (min 5 x 7 digital images, 300 
DPI). Include a current map – appropriate Google Earth/U.S.G.S. map and parcel map – with the 
location of the property and its boundaries clearly marked.  (see instructions) 
 
 



 

Frog Rock 

Kitsap County Assessor Map 



 

Frog Rock 

Google Earth Map 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

  

 
Kitsap Sun – December 15, 1976 

Kitsap Sun – April 14, 1979 

Artists, sweethearts and later married couple Ellen Barnes and Bob Green. 

Selling Frog T-Shirts at Bainbridge 
Island 4th of July Street Fair – c. 1975 



Current Photos 

 

 

 



Various Iterations of Frog Rock and Lady Bug 
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