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1. Name of Property

historic name ~ Walla Walla County Courthouse

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 315 W Main Street |:| not for publication
city or town Walla Walla |:| vicinity

state  Washington code WA county WallaWalla code 071 zip code 99201

3. State/Federal Agency Ce rtification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this _ X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _X __ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. |1 recommend that this
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___hational ___ statewide X local
Applicable National Register Criteria
X _A B X C D

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

WASHINGTON STATE SHPO
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property __ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:
___entered in the National Register __determined eligible for the National Register

__determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)
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5. Classification

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

private building(s)
X | Public - Local X | district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property lis  ting
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non contributing
3 1 buildings
site
structure
1 object
4 1 Total

Number of contributi ng resources previously
listed in the National Register

None

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: Courthouse; Correction Facility;

Government Office

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT: Courthouse; Correction Facility

Government Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE VICTORIAN: ltalianate

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS:

Classical Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation. CONCRETE
walls: BRICK; STONE: Sandstone

roof: SYNTHETICS: Rubber

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if
necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location,
setting, size, and significant features.)

Location and Setting

The Walla Walla County Courthouse complex at 315 W. Main Street in Walla Walla, Washington, is sited in an
urbanlocation, t hr ee bl oc ks we the westdrn boumdary 8f Qe NRAistesl valla Walla
Downtown Historic District.

The courthouse complex faces W. Main Street, which runs east-west and is a major commercial street. Uses in
the area range from commercial to government, to ecclesiastical and other institutional. Buildings are generally
one-to-three stories in height, a major exception being the Marcus Whitman Hotel, which rises thirteen stories.
Many buildings are built to the street edge, particularly along Main Street, but there are also vacant lots with
surface parking lots, which tend to be located along Alder Street, to the south of Main Street and Rose Street,
to the north of Main Street. Mill Creek, which runs through downtown Walla Walla along a more or less east-
west path one-and-a-half blocks from the courthouse complex, is contained in a concrete channel.

The Walla Walla County Courthouse block is bounded by W. Alder Streettothesouth; S. 6 ™Q Avenue
west; W. Main Streettothe north;and S. 5 "Q Aeasté The Eourthousetistcentered within the block

and faces north. On site are a total of three buildings and 1 object. The 1891 Hall of Records faces east, onto

S. 6 "Q while ¢ha 1082;County Corrections Center, which is to the rear of the courthouse, faces south.

The 1906 County Jail sits on the west side of the block and faces W. Main Street. The 1911 Christopher

Columbus statue is located in front of the Courthouse adjacent to the main entry walkway.

The block is generally flat and is landscaped along the Main Street frontage, with a manicured lawn and
evergreen shrubs at the foundation of the Courthouse. Mature evergreen trees are located informally within the
lawn area and deciduous street trees embellish the planting strips along all sides of the block.

County Courthouse i 1916, Contributing Building
Architect: Osterman & Siebert
Builder: J.B. Sweatt & Co.

EXTERIOR

The three-story Walla Walla County Courthouse was constructed in 1915-1916, replacing an earlier
courthouse in the same location.! The building exhibits a slightly U-shaped footprint and has a flat roof with an
embellished parapet. The Classical Revival building is symmetrical with a prominent central entry and is
organized in the classical formation of a base (separated from the main portion of the building by a wide belt
course), a shaft (two stories with identical features), and a capital (capped by a wide entablature, with a
Classical balustrade at the parapet). These features, with the exception of the entry, continue around all sides
of the building.

The brick masonry building is clad in Indiana limestone, and the base is poured concrete clad in granite. The
roof is flat and is hidden by low parapet walls." The building is finished with a tall terra cotta entablature, a deep
cornice with block modillions separated by rosettes, and a classical balustrade at the parapet consisting of

f_Construction began in 1915.
"TArtifacts, AwWall a Walla County Courthouse, 0 Washington State His
State Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, June 2003.
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rows of nine classical balusters separated by short, paneled piers. A projecting belt course separates the
ground and first floors.

Front (south) facade. The front facade of the Courthouse displays the centered entry flanked by wings of four
bays each, with vertically aligned windows on the ground, first, and second floors." The main front entry at the
first-floor level is accessed by twelve steps. Framing the stairway are tall, tapered, silver-colored cast iron light
fixtures with five round bulbs each mounted on the substantial cheek walls that flank the stairway." The stairs
lead to two broad wood double doors with eight square lights each, topped by single-light transoms.

Spanning the doors is an eight-light, wood-frame upper transom with a centrally placed clock in an elaborately
carved wood frame. This ensemble is framed with a limestone surround embellished with rosettes. The

entablature above has a tall frieze and deep, embellished cornice. Above the entry, at the second level, is a

large, three-part window with wide mullions under a segmental arch. Each window is composed of narrow,

paired lights topped by a single light.Y Above the arch is a garland with a keystone that transitions to a carved
bracket, which | eads to the fri ezeqThisisfinished withtheideep e ngr
cornice that continues around the building, with its band of egg and dart molding, followed by block modillions.
Above the cornice is a classical balustrade, which also continues around the building. The entry ensemble is

framed by one-and-one-half-story tapered Corinthian columns, flanked by broad pilasters. A shaped parapet

mar ks this ensembl e. Bet ween two short piJedgesThybeffwith | s
Sincerity and Thou Wilt Judge Others with Charity. Vo

Each wing has three-over-one windows at the ground level, set within the scored base of the building. The
windows at the first and second levels are identical and vertically aligned within the bays. They are set within
an articulated surround with label moldings and a simple, nearly square keystone. Each window has a tall,
narrow, paired light topped by a full-width transom. The lower window sits on the belt course between the
ground and first levels. The upper window sits on a projecting sill above a frieze with a triglyph and metope
embellished with a rosette. Below each window is a decorative metal grill with geometric designs; the one
below the upper window is set off within an articulated panel. Above is the same entablature and balustrade at
the parapet that is seen elsewhere on the building, which continues along this frontage and around the
building.

West side facade. Both the west and east side facades have six bays, all of which display vertically aligned
windows from the ground to second floor levels. Like the front facade, the windows and details on the first and
second floor levels are identical, whereas the ground floor windows, within the base of the building, are of a
different design. A wide sill course is located between the ground and first levels, and an elaborate entablature
is located between the second level and the building parapet. These details replicate the details on the front
facade. The bay just north of center at the ground level contains a double door topped by a three-light transom.
Each door leaf has a square window atop a tall, single light window.""

Rear (north) facade. The rear side of the building has a centered courtyard, with a recessed entry behind four
tall Doric columns. A metal spiral staircase that extends from the ground to the second level in the southwest
corner of this courtyard. There are three bays on each side of the facade, the central one on the west
containing an entry with a door ensemble of the same design as that on the west side fagade. The windows at
the first and second levels are of the same design as the windows at this level elsewhere on the building. Other
details are similar as well, including the belt course between the ground and first level, the elaborate

il The architectural drawings for the building refer to the first floor as the ground floor, followed by the first floor and the second floor.

This convention will be followed in this nomination.

VThe |light bulbs were referred to as fopalescento in thke construcd
V' The sash, which originally had wood frames, are now metal clad.

istephen Wil en, AHi story of 315 West Main Street (Court House Sql
County Jail (1906); Walla Walla County Court House (1916), Walla Walla 2020, February 2020.

Vi This appears on the original drawings but has not been confirmed in the field due to the presence of construction scaffolding.
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entablature at the top of the building, and the Classical balustrade at the parapet. The ground floor windows
differ here, consisting of paired, double-hung windows with wood frames. There is also some variation in the
ground floor windows and the first and second floor windows at the back of the courtyard here. In general, the
windows are smaller and narrower, with the exception of the window at the upper level above the central rear
entry. The first-floor windows and the rear entry is covered by a roof that is supported by four columns. There
are two entries here, separated by a concrete wall, each with a single wide door leading to a frest roomq (a

foyer) that in turn | eads to the womenodés (left) and

of the building is an enclosed walkway that accesses the County Corrections center.

East side facade. The east side fagade is very similar to the west side fagade, with a few exceptions. At the
ground level, where the centered entry to the building was previously located, is a ground-level, enclosed
walkway extending from the Hall of Records to the Courthouse. This is the single public access to the building

now, which | eads to the security desk at the ground

the building on the east side is a concrete stair that accesses the basement.
INTERIOR

Interior materials include plaster, Alaska marble, tile and linoleum (floors), oak doors and trim, and corridor
metal doors, faux painted to look like oak.

Uses
The main formal entry to the Walla Walla County Courthouse is at the first floor, a half level above the ground
floor. Today the entry to the building that is used by the public and others is on the east side of the building and

I

is a single point of access to the security checkpoir

office, restrooms, and storage, some of which occupies the original jail. At the first level is the county elections
of fice, the commi ssioner 6s offices, t he auditor 6s

of

second level are the two courtrooms, thejuryr oom, t he judgeds room, support

restrooms. The basement, which has low ceilings in places and limited walkways, contains the infrastructure
for the building, including the HVAC equipment, and is also used for storage.

Circulation

Circulation on the ground level floor, which is accessed now by a door on the east side, consists mainly of an
east-west hallway with a centrally located double stairway to the north where two sets of stairs access the first
level. The central formal entry to the Courthouse, as designed, is accessed via twelve steps that lead to two
sets of double doors that open onto a vestibule. From here a wide formal stair leads to the first level, flanked by
the two narrow stairs that extend to the ground level. The east-west segment of the U-shaped hall is crossed to
access the second formal stair to the upper level. North-south branches lead to the rear wings of the building.

Restrooms flank the central stair. The second level also displays a U-shaped hall, from which all the rooms on
this floor are accessed. The public restrooms flank the central stairway.""

Materials and finishes

Most of the materials, finishes, and fixtures in the building are original and have been well maintained. The
most striking material is the Alaska marble throughout many of the public spaces on floors, walls, and stairs.
Alaska marble comes from southeast Alaska, including many very remote island locations.* It was highly
prized in the early 20" century, and can be seen in such buildings as the Yeon Building in Portland, Oregon,

Vil Note that one secondary stair in the building has been replaced by an elevator.
* The marble is Tokeen marble, which is sourced from Tokeen, Alaska. A resolution had to be passed to use this material, as there
was a preference for local materials (County Commissioners Proceedings).
Ernest F. Burchard, Marble Resources of Southeastern Alaska. Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey, Bulletin
682. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1920.
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and the Arctic Club and the Smith Tower in Seattle, which are listed in the National Register of Historic Places.
Alaska marble can also be found in the Washington and Idaho state capitals, and in the King County (Seattle)
and The Dalles (Wasco County today) County Courthouses in addition to the Walla Walla County Courthouse.*
Most of the wood finishes throughout the building are oak. These all appear to be original and in good
condition (note that the wainscotting in the courtrooms appears to be maple). At the ground floor, metal doors
were finished to look like the oak doors and trim seen elsewhere in the building. In the bathrooms are the
original fixtures, hardware, wood doors, marble walls, and hex tiles on the floor with a Greek key border, which
was popular when the building was constructed. Original light fixtures survive in many locations throughout the
Courthouse, although some bulbs may have been changed.”

Finishes by floor
Basement. The basement is unfinished with concrete floor and walls.

Ground level. The ground floor is where the security station is located. Halls have plaster or sheetrock walls
and ceilings; the floor is tile. Simple pilasters have molding near the top that is in alignment with the crown
molding that marks the top of the walls. The base of the pilaster is in alignment with and matches the marble
baseboards. The chair rail is a plain, wide wood board. The doors are metal, painted to look like oak. The
pendant light fixtures are simple but consistent with the style of the light fixtures throughout the building.
Stairs to the first level are marble with brass-colored railings fastened to the marble walls.

First and second floors. The typical walls on the first and second floors (as well as the stairwells) in the
Courthouse are clad in contrasting shades of dark and light marble in patterns consisting primarily of panels,
vertical bands, and borders. Compass rose inlays made up of different shades of marble are located at the
bottom of the two main stairways. Balustrades for the stairways are oak, as are the doors and door surrounds.
The pilasters are clad in marble, while the capitals and corbels are plaster, as are the ceilings, including the
boxed beams and decorative friezes.

Representative rooms and features
The following are descriptions of key rooms and features in the building, including their character-defining
features.

Courtrooms. The two courtrooms display the same layout as traditional courtrooms, withther ai sed j udge
bench at the head, the jury box, the withesss t an d , d eafnedn dpa nati énst i f f & sfortha fublie s , e
The first courtroom is particularly ornate in its detailing. Woodwork is extensive for both. The space for the

j u d gbenghsis marked with a closed pediment with dentil courses, flanked by pilasters. This is set within a

recess defined by a round arch with a keystone embellished with an acanthus leaf. The ensemble is flanked by

two fluted pilasters with Composite capitals sitting on the wainscotting. The ceiling has boxed beams marked

with highly undercut carved rosettes. A deep frieze encircles the room, topped with crown molding embellished

with egg and dart molding and acanthus leaves. The main door features Classical detailing as well, with an

elaborate molded surround with a hood, topped by a closed pediment with dentil courses. The wall above the

doorway features a metal grill in a geometric design, flanked by elaborately carved cartouches. Exterior walls

include the same detail above the windows, which are separated by paired, fluted pilasters with Composite

capitals. New features in the room are the acoustical ceiling squares and fluorescent light fixtures. Features in

the second courtroom are slightly more subdued than those in the Superior Court courtroom, having been

remodeled in 1951-1952 (The courtrooms are both superior courts. Courtroom 2 received a remodel in 1951-

1952 that hints on the midcentury modern)

X Burchard,1920:111-112.
X Original light bulbs were referred to as opalescent in the 1915 drawings for the building.
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Stairways. The main public stairs, which are the stairways from the entry foyer to the first floor and from the
first floor to the second floor, are by far the most noteworthy of the public spaces within the building. The
marble stairs are broad, and lead to the east-west hallways, which also serve as landings for the stairs. The
balustrades have broad low railings that curve around corners; they display narrowly spaced, Classical
balusters. Oversized wood newel posts with marble bases mark the end and beginning of the stairway
between the first floor and the second floor. These posts, which are embellished with triglyph and metope
details below a projecting cornice, are topped with elaborate, four-light, cast iron lamps. All finishes are
marble T floors, ceilings, soffits, walls, stairs T to the top of the tall wainscotting, and display geometric
patterns made up of dark and light marble. A marble compass rose is located at the base of the stairs at
the first and second levels. The landing between the first and second levels displays a broad, three-part
window with wide mullions and one-over-two lights under a shallow segmental arch. Lighting is branched
pendant lights with six bulbs that are suspended above the stair landings. Changes include the addition of a
brass-colored railing mounted on the wood balustrade to raise the height of the balustrade.

Restrooms. While restrooms are usually thought of as secondary features in a building, the restrooms in

the Courthouse are worth mentioning for their materials and detailing and the fact that they are very intact.
There are two restrooms on each floor that flank the main stair, thewo me n 6 sherman 6 s . hakea c h
Airest rostting greas that precede the actual restrooms. Floors and wainscotting are marble, with
patterns similar to the patterns found elsewhere in the building. Floors are hex tiles in the field with a Greek
key border. Doors are oak, and hardware is silver-colored (likely nickel coated). Fixtures are intact.

Additional features present in the building include original vaults and neon signs to the elevators (not original).
CHANGES OVER TIME

The single-entry point for the public, which is located on the east side of the building between the
Courthouse and the Hall of Records, was put into effect in January 2024. This ensures that all visitors will
go through the single security checkpoint. Additional changes are:
1 In 2006 the building underwent an energy upgrade, which included replacing wood-frame windows with
-wood and metal clad frame windows.*"
The building was re-roofed in 2005.
A new brass-colored railing that added height to one of the grand stairways is a newer feature
(no date).
1 An elevator was added in one of the stairwells for access in 1934.
1 An upper-level pedestrian bridge to the County Corrections center was added to link the
Courthouse with the new building in 1982.

)l
)l

INTEGRITY

The Walla Walla County Courthouse and surrounding complex have a high level of integrity. The exteriors of
all buildings on the site retain their historic character and a majority of their original building fabric. The
courthouse interior has a high level of integrity in the public spaces, which includes the grand staircases and
main corridors.

Xi Artifacts, June 2003.
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Hall of Records i 1891, Contributing Building
Architect: Unknown
Builder: Norman F. Butler

Constructed in 1891, the Hall of Records is a rectangular building facing S 5" Avenue. The one-story
building has a hipped roof hidden by a simple projecting cornice. The building rests on a raised
concrete foundation and is clad with smooth plaster walls. Each corner boasts decorative quoins,
which also define arched window openings. Here cast concrete arches are anchored by cast concrete
sills resting on scroll brackets. Below each sill is a decorative cast panel. The main entrance to the
building is centered and is highlighted by a pediment and faux concrete cast stonework. Above the
arched opening is the words AHALL OF RECORDSO.

Inside the building has been largely striped of decorative features. The building has a dropped

ceiling. Windows are highlighted by original trim work which incorporate steel rolled fireproof shades.

| mbedded into the concrete floor at the sout hwes
marker etched with the coordinates and a north arrow. The top is protected by glass.

County Jail i 1906, Contributing Building
Architect: William P. Clancy
Builder: Unknown

This is a two-story red brick structure with basement resting on a raised concrete foundation. The T-
shaped building has a hipped roof hidden by an ornate, multi-layered balustraded cornice. The

symmetrical facades are highlighted by grouped windows set within rows of pilasters. The main

portion of the building (the administrative wing) has second floor arched window openings with

prominent keystones. The rear (cell block wing) has rectangular openings with cast stone lintels. A
majority of the original windows are missing, and openings are currently closed with plywood. Entry to

the building is via Main Street and is defined by a central, slightly projecting bay highlighted by a
pedimented gable. Insetwi t hi n the pedi ment is a rondel with
plaster filigree. Below the pediment is a cast s

Inside the building has been largely gutted to the studs and brickwork. The cell blocks have been
removed. Evidence of metal jail bars exist on some windows on the east fagcade and within one room.
Plaster walls and ceilings have been removed, however elements of the original stairwell remain.

8
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Christopher Columbus Statue
Builder: Roberts Monument Co.

This approximately 1 2 6 hita Vermonwmarble monument sits on the front courthouse lawn, adjacent to the

west side of the main entry walkway. Installed at an angle facing northeast, the monument depicts the likeness

of Christopher Columbus atop a multi-component plinth. Clothed in 15™" century attire, in his left hand,

Columbus is clasping several sheets of loose, draped maps. His left hand, rests on a globe which sits on a
decorative, knee-height table. Below the statue on the front face is carved tablet whichreads: A De di cat ed
Christopher Columbus Italyds Il lustrious son who gave
pronounce. The voyage that led the way to this new world as the most epoch marking event of all that have

occurred since the birth of Christ. Erected by his countrymenthe 12"Day of Oct obeThe A. D. 19
backside boasts the names of 98 individuals who helped support the erection of the monument. The names

are inscribed in stone and have the first name initial and full last name.

While the name of artist is unknown, the monument is noted as being provided by the Roberts Monument Co.,
a local monument company. The depiction of Columbus, while unique to Walla Walla, does appear in other
locations across the United States with slight variation. The depiction of Columbus is similar to the 1876 statue
in Marconi Plaza in South Philadelphia, and the 1949 statue in Wilcox Park in Westerly, Rhode Island.
Monuments to Columbus can be found across the globe, with 175+ known Columbus statues found in the
United States. However, the one in Walla Walla is the only known Columbus statue in Washington State.

The statue was erected to commemorate the first observed Columbus Day on October 12, 1911. It was
erected by the local Italian American Community in Walla Walla. At the time there were approximately 120
Italian families in the area, and ninety-eight of them had their names engraved on the back of the monument.
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Walla Walla County Correc tions Building i 1982, Non-Contributing Building
Architect: Walker, McGough, Foltz & Lyerla

This three-story Brutalist style county corrections center runs 3/4 of the length of the block center at
the corner of S 51" Avenue and W Alder Street. The facade is articulated with board-formed rough
concrete panels showing bolted connections. Stacked eight panels high for the first two stories),
windows are limited to banded rows of narrow windows at the second-floor level and first floor level
on the east facade. Entry to the building is via a notched corner at 5" and Alder junction which boasts
a simple full-height, smoked glass storefront system. At the west end of the building, also notched
into the corner (on the north and south corners), is a recessed garage door system. With doors on the
north and south facades, vehicles can pass directly though the building. The third floor of the building
is largely hidden. It& much smaller square footprint, centered at the rear facade adjacent to the
alleyway, facilitates an original enclosed bridge spanning the alleyway allowing inmate movement
from the corrections center to the courthouse building. The third floor has an added tall CMU stem
wall, most likely hiding upgrades mechanical equipment.

10
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X

A

I:lD

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteri a Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1891-1916

Significant Dates
1891

1907

1911

1916

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Osterman & Siebert (architects)

Clancy, William P. (architect)

Walker, McGough, Foltz & Lyerla (architects)

Norman, Norman F. (builder)

Sweatt, J.B. (builder)
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Narrative Statement of Significance
(Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The Walla Walla County Courthouse complex in Walla Walla, Washington, is historically significant under
Criterion A for their direct association as the administrative seat of Walla Walla County. Home to four
different buildings built over a space of 100 years, the block on which the courthouse sits has served as the
center of the regional government center for nearly 110 years. The collection of existing buildings
demonstrate the broad patterns of growth and development of the county administrative functions. The
location itself, ACourthouse Squareqg was deeded to the county for that purpose in 1870 and it was the site for
the Co u nt y pusposk-built saurthouse, constructed in 1881. Pre-statehood, Walla Walla County
originally covered parts of the states of Washington, Idaho, and Montana. It remains a regionally important
county today, with 645,121 acres under cultivation of wheat and wine grapes, among other crops.

The collection of buildings are also significant under Criterion C, as good examples of their type and period of
construction, representing the work oftheregi on 6 s n ot a bnduildars. The graned courtsouse
building, completed in 1916, was constructed in the Classical Revival style and serves as a strong
representation of the work of master local architects Osterman & Siebert. The earlier 1906 jail is a transitional
building architecturally, reflective of the popular Italianate style of the 1890s, while also embracing the
increasingly popular Classical Revival styles. It was designed by local architect William P. Clancy. The oldest
building on site, the Hall of Records (completed in 1891), is firmly rooted in the Victorian tastes of the era.

The period of significance begins in 1891, the date of the oldest building on site (the Hall of Records), and
ends in 1916, the year the county courthouse was constructed. While the various buildings have been
updated to meet the needs of the county numerous times over the years, they maintain a high degree of
architectural integrity.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

A Brief History of Walla Walla

When the Washington Territory was carved from the Oregon Territory in 1853, Walla Walla County was among
the original 28 counties, formally established on April 25, 1854.22 Its lands extended into the present-day Idaho
and Montana before being reduced to its current size in 1863 * The City of Walla Walla was platted in 1859,
with its eastern edge at roughly 1%t and Main, five blocks east of t o d acguatg courthouse. The c i tfigstd s
growth spurt was a result of an early 1860s gold rush in the hill and mountains east of the community.
Prospectors passed directly through town, creating a market for provisions, equipment, and animals.® In 1862,
Walla Walla was officially incorporated by the territorial legislature and was designated the county seat. At the
time there were reportedly just 50 buildings in the young city. By 1908 it was being called the Garden City or
thei Gar den Spot o f8Ithakleng Beerknownfer she Walla Walla Sweet Onion, which became
Washington's official state vegetable in 2007.%’

B3At the time that Walla Walla County was formed, it included all of Washington east of the Cascade Mountains, all of what is now
Idaho, and that part of Montana west of the Rockies and north of the 46" parallel. Since that time nineteen counties have been carved
from the original WallaWallaCount y. @G0bdaht gn&bver n(brechute), Apel @ k24 H998.

14 Ruth Kirk and Carmela Alexander, Ex pl or i ng Washi ngt onds P aSeattle, WA: URicessity ofGashidgton t o Hi s
Press, 2003 (1990):183.

15 painter, 2014:104.

®Andreas Bard, fAwalla Walla,o The Coast, Honor L. Wilhelm, Edito
1908:199.

"0State Symbolsodo Washington State Legislature, http://1leg.wa.gov
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Walla Walla C o u n ftrigh éasming and ranching environment and its role as a transportation hub ensured that
growth would continue into the 1870s. The city quickly became the main regional distribution center. After a
disastrous fire in 1875 destroyed most of the wood buildings of the city, it was rebuilt with more fireproof
buildings, many of which survive to this day. By this time, the population had grown to approximately 1,400
people. As local infrastructure was improved, new buildings followed including churches, schools, social clubs,
hotels, and a hospital.

In the 1880s the city continued to thrive and numerous substantial, fashionable buildings were constructed.
Investments into the city poured in. By the late 1890s the downtown core was nearly built out and was
surrounded by implement stores, liveries, churches, and residences.®

The city grew exponentially - from a population of 4,709 in 1890 and nearly doubled by 1900. It doubled again
by 1910. The county population also grew 1 from 18,680 in 1900 to 31,931 by 1910. In this first decade of the
20™ century, more improvements were made to infrastructure, including paved streets, new sidewalks, a new
dam and power plant, and improvements to its park. The city was also replete with educational opportunities,
including at two colleges. Sixteen churches representing many denominations offered choices in places to
worship.

The period in which Walla Walla built its new 1916 courthouse was a time of increasing sophistication in
terms of the c i tbyilbenvironment. Referred to as i T HPeogressive Era, 1900-1 9 2 aumerous architect-
designed buildings made their debut, including a number of significant civic buildings.'® Architect Henry
Osterman, and his partner Victor Siebert were well established by this time, and a new generation of skilled
building technicians began to arrive in the city. In 1902 city directories listed four architects, and the number
increased to 6 by 1910. Some were builders who made the transition from swinging hammers to toting
pencils and T-squares. Others arrived in the city with formal training and experience from larger cities.

Growth slowed in Walla Walla in the 1920s and like many other northwest cities, it also suffered during the
Great Depression.?° The last grand building to be constructed during this era was the Marcus Whitman Hotel
in 1929. As this period of stagnation went on, Walla Walla County was sustained by new public infrastructure
projects relating to the build-up of World War Il. After World War Il, WallaWa | | a 6 s leaderghipo n a |
continued and today it remains the largest city in the county.

Wall a Wallabés Courthouses

The first official courthouse for Walla Walla County (established in 1854) was a shared space, sitting at the

southwest corner of Alder and 3™ streets. One writer noted, i T lc@urthouse at Walla Walla, in the fall of 1861,

was the loft of a log-house, approached by an outside stairway, entirely unfurnished and with a saloon running

full blast below. The seats were slabs, bark side down, of course, with poles for legs; andthej ud ge 6was d e s |
an old-fashioned washstand. b The county eventually purchased the building on March 11,1867, from S.

Linkton and utilized the building for another 10+ years. ?? Circuit and district judges based in Walla Walla still

traveled via light wagon and traveled across Eastern Washington to hold court sessions in far-flung locations

like Colfax, Yakima, and Colville. When WallaWa | | a @&srposetbuiliscourthouse was constructed in 1881,

18 painter, 2014:107.

19 |bid.

20 After sustained growth for 50 years, the population of the City of Walla Walla remained largely the same from 1920 to 1930. From
1930 to 2020, it grew slightly every year, except for a slight dip between 1960 and 1970. From 1950 to 2020, the population grew from
~24,000to~34, 000 . i Wialslha nWheikipkdag, bttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walla_Walla, Washington, accessed April
2025.

22fAJudge Faced Weary Tr i pThdWallawdallalUaionBialetih, Audysst 4C1674L.r t , o

22 William Denison Lyman, L y ma n 6 s  HJldsWalta Walla Gdunty, Embracing Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield and Asotin
Counties. Chicago, IL: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1918:145. The old building was sold to Jacob Betz in 1881, which he enlarged
for his brewery, moving it there from its former location on Main Street.
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Washington was still a territory. With grand visions, the county commissioners first identified four blocks that
they wanted to obtain from the city. Sited between 2" and 4™ streets, north of Main Street, in the end, a single
block (Block 9) was acquired. Dubbed Courthouse Square, it was deeded to the county in August 1870.2

The site sat vacant while the county raised funds and contemplated what type of structure they would
need. Historian Frank Gilbert wrote in 1882, i T hyeestion of building a court-house was being agitated at
the time and the commissioners had very properly declined to spend money until the county had a clear
title to the land; but after receiving the deed the matter was indefinitely postponed by them.?* Among the
alternatives discussed was to alter the plans such that the size of the building would be reduced, a dome
removed, and arequestto i p r wha sructure of all its ornamental features, leaving it [with] the
appearance of a huge b a r Anotler alternative was to not erect a building at all.

For the next few years, the question of a new courthouse remained fallow, but in 1880 the question of

levying a tax for the construction of the building was finally put to a vote and received a near-unanimous
endorsement. Quickly requests for bids were sent out to architects. On March 20,1880, the Walla Walla

Unionr eported, #nAAfter examthadountyordetecthaptheglansfor s Cobrintliousd e d ,
and jail submitted by the local architectural firm of Allen & Simpson be accepted. Gonstructed by J.R.

Addison at a cost of around $45,000, the 1881 building was a grand two-story, Italianate structure of
stucco-covered brick, with a stone foundation, and a tall cupola. ° It housed offices for the county
commissioners, court and jury rooms, and a basement jail with twelve cells.?® It was a vast improvement

over the old western false front and former saloon building.

Despite having a modern facility, within 10 years additional space would be needed to house the various
functions of county government. Completed in 1891, the Hall of Records was built to house the county
auditor, clerk, and treasurer and was designed to be a fire-proof structure complete with rolling steel
fireproof window coverings on the inside. Apparently, the 1891 courthouse did not have a fire-proof vault
until one was constructed inside the building in 1907. The new one-story structure was located to the east
of the courthouse and faced 5" Avenue.

Additional inadequacies with the 1881 courthouse were found relating to jail space. As the county hired

local architect William P. Clancy to design a dedicated jail building on the west side of courthouse square

in 1905. Thetwo-st ory brick building reportedly had three se
themselves were made from 1 | iron with 20 bars acro
within the window glass prevented Aoutsiders from th
Construction lingered throughout 1906 and the final transfer of inmates and offices did not occur until June

of 1907.

t

S
I

Architect William Patrich Clancy was born in Winneconne, Wisconsin, on March 4, 1866. Reportedly his

family moved to Walla Walla around 1885 when William was a teenager. He most likely picked up building
skills from his father, James, a carpenter. Whil e hi ¢
William took a different approach to building and tried his hand at architecture. Without any formal training

by 1900, at the age of 34, he is listed in the Walla Walla City Directory as an architect. Around 1908,

Clancy formed a partnership with builder John AJacko
was a carpenter by trade, the two marketed themselves as architects, but also took on buildings projects

as well. Know project under their collaboration include St. Patrick Rectory (1908); the Mill Creek Foot

Bridge (1908); an addition to the Odd Fellows Hall (1909); the Ennis House (1049 E Isaacs Ave, 1912);

23 Lyman, 1918:146.
24 Gilbert, 1882:244.
%John Deacon fi
%Ly man, 1918: 14

Wa | Amaricaw@durthause€, enwwvwn GoyrthodiseHistory.com, accessed March 2025.
6. The Adomed more closely resembles a tower. Di s
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and the Moore Schoolhouse in Ferndale, Oregon. Clancy practiced in Walla Walla until 1918 and then
moved to Seattle where he passed away in 1934.%’

In the meantime, the 1881 courthouse structure was rapidly becoming out of date. The main concern was

over a deteriorating foundation. Commissioners had moved into the newer Hall of Records building and

were holding council meetings there as early as 1902. In 1904, local architect Henry Osterman was hired

to inspect the building and report back to the commi:
danger of the b usomeminmogrepgirs wereragthorizadaNew sidewalks were installed

around the building, and the building received a full exterior paint job in 1905. Two years later a new

acetylene lighting plant was installed in the basement of the courthouse.?® Despite some improvements the

editorial board at the Evening Statesman called the condition of the building a disgrace to the county.?®

Even though an additional contractor stated that the Courthouse should be sound for another 20 years the

building would be condemned just eight short years later. *°

As early as 1912 the county commissioners were calling the building unsafe and began talking about a
new structure.®! In June 1913, they hired the Seattle architectural firm of the Beezer Brother Architects to
inspect the building; who declare the building unsafe. The county commissioners concurred with the
Beezer Brothers with a vote to officially condemn the building on August 19, 1913.32

Controversy followed immediately. Pr o f . Lyman wrot e, ATherreml@®toe t hr ee
1914. One was to repair the old building, though it had been condemned by experts; another was to make

a costly [structural repairs] at a maximum outlay of $300,000; the third proposal was for a substantial [new
building], but plain and modest®building of approxi m:

General public opinion was to repair the existing structure. However, county commissioners voted
otherwise. They quickly announced that they would build a new $150,000 courthouse building on
September 11, 1914. By February of 1915 Up-To-The-Times magazine reported that the old courthouse
had already been razed the previous month, and construction of a new courthouse was about to begin.

Several crews were employed to dismantle the old Courthouse and the materials, including bricks,
lumber, windows, and plumbing and electrical fixtures, were sold as salvage.®* The existing grade of the
site was lowered slightly to accommodate the new building and existing evergreen trees were removed
accordingly to allow for an unobstructed view of the new courthouse facade from Main Street.®

The New Courthouse

To construct the new 30,000 sq ft. building the county awarded the contract to Spokane builder J.B.
Sweatt on May 15, 1915, for $157,000.%¢ By July 1% construction had begun with the staking of the corners
of the building. Subcontractors included the Trusted Concrete Steel Co for $15,000; Inland Portland
Cement company; Spokane Ornamental Iron Works Co. ($2,500); the Washington Brick, Lime & Sewer

27AWi | | i am TiPArchitedt Bias t HAMP: https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-preservation-
guidance/architect-biographies/bio-for-william-p-clancy

2fANew Lighting Pl anThe Bvening Stadesn@uo, Martch RS 1887e , 0

PF1t Wil l be TWeBveningEStatesmam ppil 5, 1905.

30 |bid.

S'iLast Courthouse Ar gume ntesd Walla3Valla&mian Bulledig OctobeAd, E935Re c a | |

2fiLast Courthouse Ar gument s, TheVBalla¥alaUsion Bujlatin, Octobee6, 85c al | ed, 0

33 Robert A. Bennett, A Town Built to be a City, 1900-1919. Walla Walla, WA: Pioneer Press, 1982:198. See for a photograph of the

contents of the cornerstone.

“ANew Crew i s Wor kiWafjaWala UGan Bullagtmdaseany 13, 1915. i OlisiMucBioDemandHo us
Now, 06 1915. AStart WoRikr sotn, oC oFuedbbr uHeoruys el 7Ap rli |

APl ans Mada pf cCra mPlag gm i n WallaaWaladJoion Bullefim, March @6, 1916.

AWI Il Start Wo rSpokaae Chrdricle,|June M/aldlb.&Saveatt 6s office was in the Rooker

according to the R.L. Polk & Co. city directory for that year. For many years it was located at 417 Hyde Block (no longer extant).
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Co. ($7,000); the Washington Monumental and Cut Stone Co. ($3,000) for granite; the Minneapolis Steel
Co. ($2,500) for structural steel); Consolidated Cut Stone Co. of Bedford, Indiana ($30,000); and the
Vermont Marble Co. of Spokane & Tacoma ($12,500) for interior finishes. Olympia architect Harry L.
Copeland was hired by the county as an independent, on-site inspector.

Work progressed rapidly in the late summer and early fall. The Walla Walla Union Bulletin newspaper
reported on August 15, 1915, that an elaborate cornerstone ceremony had been organized by a
committee: John W. Langdon (chair), C.M. Rader, Paul H. Weyrauch, W.B. Shaffer, and F.M. Lowden Sr.
With the help of the Masons, a 60 x 120 cop'h¥i5 box
To be included in the box was i t Hlady Bible, a modern coin, statements of the condition of every financial
institution in the county, an abstract of the assessment of real and personal property in the county; a
sheepskin scroll six feet long, continuing the history of the first, second and third county court houses and
the firstj a, thé rames of other officials in the county, copies of current newspapers and periodicals, and
an American flag.®” Sketches of the old and new courthouses were supplied by the architects Osterman
and Siebert. Participants included the county commissioners and other local dignitaries, and music was
provided by the E | Kfife &nd drum corps.

Construction progressed through the summer and fall of 1915 and soon a shipment of Indiana limestone
arrived at the site. Work was delayed over the winter due to severe weather but was resumed on February

1st. Construction slowed again due to a carpentry shortage in the summer months, but it was hoped that

the building might be ready by the first of September. By the end of September some tenants had moved

into the building, but it was still not ready for court sessions. Reportedly many spaces were missing

furniture. Finally on December 2, 1916, the new courthouse was formally opened to the public. Admiring
visitorswereser enaded by t he Wal tandpuithvwas served byshe Wivesditeest r a
G.A.R. and county commissioners.

By then the population of the county had reached 34,000 people. There were 550,000 acres under cultivation
and there was an annual wheat yield of 5,000,000 bushels; Grain, hay, fruit, and vegetable products had an
annual value of $7,000,000; livestock, dairy, and poultry had an annual value of $1,250,000; and the
commercial apple crop was valued at $750,000. The county had just 32 miles of hard-surfaced roads, but 1 in
14 residents owned a car.

ARCHITECTURE

Designed in the Classical Revival style by the local architectural firm of Osterman & Siebert, the
architectural style was loosely based on Greek and Roman precedents. Popular in the Revival Period, in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, it was often the choice for government and other institutional
buildings and for banks. Most likely it was ostensibly chosen for its ability to convey a sense of dignity,
seriousness of purpose, and stability.

Characteristics of the style include a rectangular footprint with a long, low profile with a low hip or flat roof
a long side of the building that is frequently parallel to the street; an overall symmetry; and a vertical
alignment within the bays. Windows are typically double hung. A portico and pediment may or may not
mark the entry and associated columns may reflect any of the Classical orders. The entablature at the
top of the building above the columns may display a dentil course, block modillions, and triglyphs, or may
be relatively plain.® Parapets at the roofline are often enhanced with Classical balustrades

SiCornerstone of New CourWatlawakadniovBulldtin, BugustlBalbl®. Soon, o
38 Cyril M. Harris, American Architecture, An lllustrated Encyclopedia. New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company, 1998:64.
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In Walla Walla, numerous additional civic buildings utilized the style including the Masonic Temple
(1905, Henry Osterman); the YMCA (1907, Henry Osterman); WallaWa | | a 6Hall (1908t Henry
Osterman). Commercial buildings in the Classical Revival style or the related Beaux Arts style include
Betz Brewing Co. (1903, altered); the Baker Boyer National Bank (1911, Beezer Brothers); the A.M.
Jensen Building (1919, Beezer Brothers); and the Third National Bank (1912, Henry Osterman).

ARCHITECTS AND BUILDER

Henry Osterman and Victor E. Siebert

To design the courthouse the commissioners hired the local architectural firm of Osterman & Seibert. As the
most prominent architects in the city both were profiled in William D. L y ma ©948History of Old Walla Walla
County.? Writing in 1918, Lyman noted that their fi e f falong prefessional lines have found expression in

the erection of some of the finest buildings not only in this city but elsewhere in the state . . . and practically all
the important business and office buildings in the city, together with many of the finerr e si d ellec e s . 0
elaborated further by stating that they foccupy a very creditable and enviable position in professional circles
and that many of their most important buildings stand as monuments of their skill, their enterprise and
businessa bi i ty. o

Henry Osterman was born near Essen, Germany, in 1862. He served three years in the German Army before
coming to the United States in 1889 at the age of 27 with his brothers William, Frank, and August.** The four
brothers settled in Walla Walla. While they had little knowledge of the English language or of building practices
in the Northwest, they found work as carpenters. With the exception of Henry, the other brothers decided to
return to Germany around 1896.4?

By that time Henry had begun to work as a sole general contractor and by 1899, like many builders of the day,
he began to bill himself as an architect. Any formal architectural training that Osterman had remains unknown,
but there is reference to having some type of training in Dusseldorf before he immigrated to the United States.
He did however receive his architectural license in 1919 when Washington State began formally registering
architects (Certificate #119).

In 1905, he opened an office in the Baker Boyer Building. Early designs included the Odd Fellows Temple
(circa 1905, demolished 1993; facade relocated to Heritage Park); the Walla Walla Public Library/Carnegie
Center (1905); Green Park School (1905); Central Christian Church (1905-1906); City Hall (1908); the
YMCA/IOOF (1907); the Schwabacher/Gardner & Co. Department Store (1911); the Osterman Guest House
at 421 Lincoln Street; and the Walla Walla Fair Pavilion (1906).

In 1912, he took on a former employee, Victor E. Siebert, as a partner. A native of Walla Walla, Siebert
actually began his architectural studies with Osterman at the age of 18. He remained in the office as a
draftsman for three years, then went east to complete his education, entering MIT in the fall of 1906. While
there he pursued a special course in architecture, attending the institution for four years. After completing his
studies, he entered into partnership with Peter F. McLaughlin and they established business in Pittsfield,
Massachusetts, under the firm name of McLaughlin & Siebert. The partnership lasted for two and a half
years.®

39 Osterman and Siebert worked together until Osterman retired to Seattle in 1927. Because of their long association, and because
Osterman was better known, many of the buildings they no doubt worked on together are attributed to Osterman. Siebert is sometimes
mentioned but it can be assumed that most commissions were undertaken by both of them after Siebert became a partner in 1912.
Painter, 2021:121.

40 William Denison Lyman, L y ma n 6tary ofbid $Valla Walla County, Vol. 2, Embracing Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield and Asotin
Counties. Chicago, IL: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1918. Lyman, Vol. 2, 1918: 241-42.

41 Lyman, 1918, Vol. 2, n.p.

22Wi Il l'iam Vollendor ff, iOster man Hous e, o-Ndnnationod-orm.|HeriRigedPresetvaion o f
Foundation of the Walla Walla Valley, Walla Walla, WA, August 1982:3.

“fAiHenry Ost eirinta3n@rchiie@ & Ruilder Biographies. Olympia, WA: Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation,
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Together, the firm of Osterman & Siebert continued to dominate the local architectural scene. They designed
the County Courthouse (circa 1915); the National Guard Armory (1921); the American Theatre (1917); and
residence (circa 1900) at 223 West 4thStreet, all in Walla Walla. Outside of the city notable designs include
Preston Hall (1913) in Waitsburg; and Dixie High School (1921) in Dixie.

In 1908, he was touted in Pacific Builder Magazinea s A Wdallllaa 6 s fastandli & shithatyear

alone he had more than a quarter of a milliond o | |warth®f@ommissions, mostly civic and commercial

structures, but also private residences.** A 1910 pamphlet that featured WallaWa | | ads busi nesses
prominent citizens said this about Henry Osterman: fi |ath ages the profession of an architect is an honored

one. His work is not for a day or for a season, butforal i f e® i me. 0

Osterman also had other business interests. He was one of the organizers of the Third National Bank and
served on its board of directors. He also served on the board of directors of the Gardner Company, which
owned and controlled one of Walla Walla's largest mercantile establishment.

Osterman retired to Seattle in 1927 to be closer to his son and passed away there on June 4, 1936. His son,
Hugo, and grandson, Henry L., also became architects and practiced in the Seattle area through the 1960s.

Contractor John B. Sweatt

At the time John B. Sweatt was a well-known contractor in Spokane and the region who practiced primarily in
the first two decades of the 20" century building residences, schools, and government buildings.*® Born in
Mississippi in 1846, Sweatt had a successful building career in Chicago and Michigan before moving to
Spokane around 1904.%” He likely followed his son, Robert C., an architect, to Spokane. John initially formed a
partnership with W.W. Wallace before establishing his own, independent firm in 1907. By then he was 61 years
old, and also had money to invest in real estate. In those early years he purchased and sold many lots across
the city and sometimes built dwellings upon the lots before selling them at a profit. Soon he moved on to larger
projects in the city.

Larger commissions included Roosevelt School (1907), High School addition (1907); an addition to Bancroft
School (1907); Manito Park School; Holmes School (1907); Minnehaha Park School (1909); an asylum building
at Eastern State Hospital in Medical Lake (1911); the mechanical arts building / Carpenter Hall at the WSU in
Pullman (1915); and the Spokane city crematory (1917). At the time of construction of the Walla Walla County
Courthouse, Sweatt was 69 years old and well versed in the construction trades. The courthouse may have
been his last big project.

A Civil War veteran, having served in the Mississippi volunteer regiment, Sweatt passed away in Spokane on
August 3, 1926, at the age of 80. He was a member of the Tyrian Masonic Lodge No 96, and the Cascade
Chapter (Rose Croix) of the Scottish Rite.

accessed March 2025.

44 National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, Walla Walla Downtown Historic District, June 2021.

%Susan Monahan, fAHenry Osterman: o6Wall a Wa lTheUdisn-Balletio,Qilyt6,e017., f i r st
46Note that architect R. C. Sweatt is sometimes mentioned in conjunction with his builder father - J.B. Sweatt & Co. John B. Sweatt is

also occasionally mentioned as an architect, although he is solely listed as a contractor in city directories.

47 Spokesman Review: August 5, 1926.
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fFred Bader Hurt at Walla Walla, $eptember 3, 1915.
fShort News of Spokane, Bebruary 22, 1916.
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f$5160,000 Building Will Start Soon, dune 20, 1915.
fWalla Walla, dune 22, 1915.
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AA Decrepit Old Building, o6 January 10, 1905.
iGood for 20 Years Yet, o0 April 6, 1905
Al t  wildl be Wise Economy, o0 April 6, 1905.

flCommissioners Open Bids, ®ay 2, 1905.

fSidewalk Bids Rejected, Mlay 3, 1905.

finspected Jail Plans, Rovember 9, 1905.

fNew Jail is About Ready, 8eptember 14, 1906.

fFor New Steel Vault, @anuary 15, 1907.

ANew Lighting Plant at the Courthouse, 0 March 25,
fiGeneral Housemoving is Order of Day Now, &une 17, 1907.

Vollendorff, William, National Register of Historic Places Inventory-No mi nati on For m, Wéalat er
Walla, WA: Heritage Preservation Foundation of the Walla Walla Valley, August 1982.

AwWal | a Wal | a,WikiMdis, intipsi/geri.vwokipedia.org/wiki/Walla Walla, Washington, accessed April
2025.

AWall a Wal |l a Co uWikipedia, hitfzs:#dm.iikigediacoro/wii/Walla Walla County, Washington,
accessed April 2025.

WallaWallaCounty, Audi t or 6 s A Walla Walla Goenty ®Washington, 1916.

Walla Walla Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, 1884, 1888, 1889, 1890, 1894, 1905, 1905 updated to 1950, 1905
republished in 1955.

Walla Walla Union Bulletin

ol d Court House Material9l5i s Much in Demand Now, 0O
ANew Crew is Working on Courthouse, o0 January 13,
AiStart Work on Court House April First, o0 February
f

Contract for Coudt BHOBadueedé, 8918 war ded

Cor toretobelaidby Masonic Lodge, 6 August 15, 1915.
CorStomeof Court Houd&uwusil9l5.Ready, 0

CorStomef or Court HousAugustal9l8. Toni ght , 0o

Cor n e of$NewoQowthouse Wi | | be LAugudt8 33en, 0

Court Hous®uRooh by Eed of Next Week, 0 December
ConcRoeftsBeingPut on Court Ho020,4%5 060 December

Wor k on Court Ho u s Eebuasy 1§ 0194 6. t Tomorrow, O

ot Ot 3Ot 3N

ot Dt

=1}

ACourt Yard being Cl eda&rheadpMa 10, 0Ol6ay and Put i n

i LasMatodgr i al for Court House has Been Received, 0 |
APl ans Madaea pf €Cramplaegagm in the Court Yard, 0o March 1
fiWoul d have Saved Trees, But Found Them Down, 0 Ma

fCartridge Found Near Old County Jail by Workmen, April 12, 1916.
fJanitor Moves Office into the New Court House, dune 4, 1916.
fiNati onds Colors to be Raised over Cour't House on
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>t

Wal l a Walla County Capitol may be Ready for Occu
Completion,0July 23, 1916.

iLay Linoleum in Offices in Curt House this Week,
C o ard Clerk to get into New Building as Soon as Ready, August 16, 1916.

New Co u iniNdét Bourslyy Accepted by Commissioners, $eptember 27, 1916.

fOpen House Will Take Place Tomorrow, December 1, 1916.

fHundreds of Residents of County Inspect Court House, December 3, 1916.

firree in Courtyard Be Used by Elks Lodge This Year, December 11, 1916.

fiChorus of Adult Voices Will Sing Carol at Christmas Event, December 13, 1916.

fiGifts for Youngsters of the Community Arrive Here, December 23, 1916.

A
A

ALast Courthouse Argument s, 23 Years Ago, Are Rec
AJudge Faced Weary Trip To Walla Wallaés Court, o
AHenry Osterman: O6Walla Wallabds architect, first

Wilen, Stephen, AHi story of 315 West Main Street (Co
(1891); Old Walla Walla County Jail (1906); Walla Walla County Court House (1916), Walla Walla
2020, February 2020.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

~ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been ~ X State Historic Preservation Office
requested) ____ Other State agency

____previously listed in the National Register ~ Federal agency

____ previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government

___ designated a National Historic Landmark ~University

~_recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ____ Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2.23 Acres

(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Or Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1 46.064594° -118.344439° 3 46.064309° -118.342740°
Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

2 46.065020° -118.343313° 4 46.063883° -118.343870°
Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude

Verbal Boundary Description  (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The nominated area is located in the SW quadrant of Section 20, Township 07, Range 36, East of the
Willamette Meridian, in Walla Walla County, Washington and is legally described as all of Block 9 of the
original townsite. It is otherwise identified as Tax Lot No. 360720770900.

Boundary Justification  (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The nominated property encompasses the entire urban tax lot that is associated with the County Courthouse
and its associated structures including the Hall of Records, the 1907 Jail, the 1982 County Correction Building,
and the Christopher Columbus statue.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Diana J. Painer & DAHP Staff

organization Painter Preservation | DAHP date July 2025
street&number 3518 n A CO 190 Capitel Way S, Suite30 telephone 707.763.6500

city or town Spokane | Olympia state WA zip code 99205

e-mail dianajpainter@gmail.com
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

1 Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all

photographs to this map.
 Continuation Sheets

1 Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Google Map
Walla Walla County Courthouse
Walla Walla, WA

1 46.064594°

-118.344439°

Latitude

2 4e.065020°

Longitude

-118.343313°

Latitude

Longitude

3

4

Oift- eyealt 1123 ft

46.064309° -118.342740°
Latitude Longitude

46.063583° -118.343870°
Latitude Longitude
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Site Plan
Walla Walla County Courthouse
Walla Walla, WA

Contributing

Non-Contributing

Tail-1982

-

OMB No. 1024-0018

Walla Walla Co, WA

County and State
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Walla Walla County 2nd courthouse - 1881 to 1914
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Postcard - Walla Walla County 2nd Courthouse & HaII of Records T c. 1895
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A

ITALIAN SociEtTy UNVEILING STATUE OF CHRISTOPHER CoLUMBUS IN CoUrRT HoOUSE GROUNDS
WaLra WaLLA, oN CoLumBus DAy, OCToBER 12, 1911.

Images courtesy of

Italian American Heritage Association

via Bygone Walla Walla1 Dec 20, 2011
https://wallawalladrazanphotos.blogspot.com/2011/12/colum
bus-statue-and-dedication-at-old.html

si&t“Q of ':_ ks

: y Gol
1 f 1umbvus
thato by Teweedy, Walla Walla Statue built by Roberts Monument Co., Walla Walla Unveile d 2% \N \\N \V *’\\\ -
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS STATUE - e VX qyN.

Court House Grounds, Walla Walla. Erected by the Italians of

bt it Note County Jail in foreground
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Coloriz‘ed Posfcard -aIIa Walla County Courthouse i c. 1917
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Walla Walla County Courthouse
City or Vicinity: 315 W Main Street

County: Walla Walla State: WA
Photographer: Michael Houser

Date Photographed: July 2026

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

B,

1 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i Main facade (north), view towards southeast.
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3 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i Courthouse complex from street. Hall of Records at far left.
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4 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i Detail of main entry doors.
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gl

5 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i Southwest corner, view towards northeast showing attached skybridge to
Corrections Center.

=My

6 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse & Hall of Records i View to the west down alleyway.
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7 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i Detail of stairwell.
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9 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i First floor hallway, view towards west.

OMB No. 1024-0018

Walla Walla Co, WA

County and State
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|\

10 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse 1 Main courtroom, view towards north.

==

11 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i Detail of Courtroom plaster.
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13 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i Second courtroom, view towards northwest.
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15 of 27. Walla Walla County Courthouse i 2™f | oor mends

restroom
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16 of 27. Walla Walla County Hall of Records. Northeast corner.

17 of 27. Walla Walla County Hall of Records. Southeast corner.
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